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Remarks at the opening of the 68" session of the
CSW: Mr Anténio Guterres, Secretary General, United
Nations
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Opening remarks by UN Under-Secretary-General and UN
Women Executive Director Sima Bahous at the opening of
the 68th session of the Commission on the Status of Women
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Chaudhary, Minister for Women, Children, and Senior
Citizens, at the Sixty-Eighth session of the Commission on
the Status of Women
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Statement by the then, Mr Suman Raj Aryal, Secretary,
Ministry of Women, Children and Senior Citizens, Nepal at

the Sixty-Eighth session of the Commission on the Status
of Women
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Sixty-Eighth Session of the Commission

on the Status of Women
(11t- 227 March, 2024)

Accelerating the achievement of gender equality and the
empowerment of all women and girls by addressing poverty and
Strengthening institutions and financing with a gender perspective

Introduction

The sixty-eighth session of the Commission on the Status of Women
(CSW68) took place at the United Nations Headquarters (HQ) in New York,
USA from 11-22 March 2024. It was the largest annual gathering on gender
equality and women's empowerment organised by the UN and the second
highest attendance ever recorded. At CSW68, a remarkable convergence of
global stakeholders occurred, comprising participants from 139 countries
and spanning more than 5,000 organisations, totalling more than 15,000
attendees. More than 1000 side and parallel events were organised. This
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year’s CSW also had two heads of state, three vice-presidents, and more
than 100 ministers in attendance. Representatives of Member State,
UN entities and Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) accredited
non-governmental organisations (NGOs) from all regions of the
world attended the session. The Priority theme of the UN CSW68 was
"Accelerating the achievement of gender equality and the empowerment of
all women and girls by addressing poverty and strengthening institutions
and financing with a gender perspective” and the review theme was "Social
protection systems, access to public services and sustainable infrastructure
for gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls." This
theme revisits the agreed conclusions from the sixty-third session of the
Commission on the Status of Women.

The 68™ CSW session commenced with the opening session on 11" March
and ended with a closing session on 22 March 2024. The opening session
of CSW68 set a tone for the discussion to follow throughout the 2 weeks,
emphasising the urgency to accelerate progress on gender equality by
addressing poverty and improving institutions and financing. The CSW68
was concluded on Friday, 22" March, and dozens of sides.

The CSOs delegates includes Beyond Beijing Committee (BBC) team, its
network members, Women Major Group for Sustainable Development in
Nepal (WMG-SDN) members and other Civil Society Organisations. The
BBC team comprised of Dr Jagjit Kour, Treasurer.

BBC, in collaboration with partners and stakeholder organisations,
developed the National Call for Action entitled ‘“Gender-Responsive
Financing to Strengthen Bodily Autonomy and Sexual and Reproductive
Health and Rights: A Call to Action" for the 68th Session of the Commission
on the Status of Women (CSW68). This document was shaped by
comprehensive consultations conducted at both provincial and national
levels, engaging diverse women and youth representatives. The Call for
Action was subsequently presented and disseminated during BBC parallel
event.

BBC actively participated across multiple CSW68 forums, including
official UN CSW sessions, side events and parallel NGO sessions held
outside the UN headquarters.




At the 68th Session of the UN Commission on the Status of
Women (CSW68), the key official sessions included:

1. Opening Plenary Session

e  Official welcome and setting the conference agenda
e  High-level statements from UN leadership and member states
2.  Priority Theme Session
e This year's priority theme was "Accelerating the achievement of
gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls by

addressing poverty and strengthening institutions and financing
with a gender perspective."

3. Review Theme Session
e  Focused on the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action
implementation
e  Assessing progress and challenges in gender equality
4. Interactive Dialogues

e  Featuring panel discussions with global experts
e  Addressing critical issues in women's rights and gender equality
5. Ministerial Roundtable
e High-level government representatives discussing policy
strategies
e  Sharing national experiences and commitments
6. Parallel Events and Side Sessions

e  Thematic discussions on specific gender equality topics

e Hosted by member states, UN agencies, and civil society
organisations

7.  Closing Plenary Session
e Adoption of Agreed Conclusion and Closing of the CSW68
session
e  Final statements and commitments
8. NGO/CSW Forum

e  Parallel civil society event
e Grassroots perspectives and advocacy

————— |« —



Opening Session of 68™ UN CSW Session by
H.E. Mr Antonio Manuel Revilla Lagdameo:




The 68th session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women
(CSW68) opened on March 11, 2024 at the United Nations headquarters
in New York at UNGA Hall. The session was chaired by H.E. Mr Antonio
Manuel Revilla Lagdameo of the Philippines, representing the Asia and
Pacific States Group. In this session, there were 4,800 representatives from
civil society organisations, marking the second-highest attendance in CSW
records. Additionally, the NGO CSW68 Forum brought together 12,300
advocates, activists, and representatives from civil society organisations
globally to discuss, strategies, and share best practices for advancing
gender equality.

H.E. Mr Antonio Manuel Revilla Lagdameo, Chair of the 68th session
outlined several key objectives for advancing gender equality and women's
empowerment. He also asserted the urgent need to eradicate extreme
poverty among women and girls, noting that 1 in every 10 women lives in
extreme poverty, and projections show that over 340 million women and
girls could remain in such conditions by 2030 if no significant actions are
taken.

He further added that to address this crisis, a multidimensional approach
is required, which includes: Equal access to resources and services for
women, particularly in land, health care, family planning, and education.
Gender-responsive social protection policies to address the unique
challenges faced by women, ensuring they receive adequate support.
Eliminating gender-based discrimination to remove barriers to women’s
leadership and equal participation in decision-making processes across all
sectors.

He emphasised that urgent progress is required, as advancements toward
ending poverty must accelerate by a factor of 26 to meet the Sustainable
Development Goals by 2030. This underscores the imperative for concerted
efforts to address poverty and inequality comprehensively, ensuring that
women and girls have equitable opportunities to thrive and contribute to
sustainable development globally.

———— | —



UN Secretary-General Anténio Guterres’ Opening Remarks
at CSW68: A Call for Urgent Action on Gender Equality and

Poverty Eradication

UN Secretary-General
Antonio  Guterres, in his
opening remarks at the 68th
session of the United Nations
Commission on the Status of
Women (CSW68), emphasised
the critical importance of
addressing gender equality
through global solidarity and
strategic investments in women
and girls. He underscored
that women's rights remain
central to global peace, development, and sustainable progress, calling
for urgent action to tackle poverty, inequality and structural barriers that
disproportionately affect women and girls.

He also asserted that conflicts and crises worldwide continue to
devastate women and girls, exacerbating vulnerabilities and reversing
hard-won progress on gender equality. He further added that women’s full
participation in peacebuilding, economic decision-making, and digital
technologies is non-negotiable and must be supported by concrete policies
and financial investments.

Secretary-General Guterres highlighted the persistent gender pay gap, the
undervaluation of women's contributions to economies, and the digital
divide as key challenges. He called for urgent reforms in financial systems
and ambitious policies to address these disparities.

In closing, he stressed that achieving gender equality is not just a moral
imperative but a prerequisite for a just, equitable, and sustainable world and
urged governments, civil society and private sectors to unite in advancing
these goals.




Adress by the Under-Secretary-General of the United Nation
and UN Women Executive Director, Ms Sima Bahous at the
opening of 68" UN CSW Session

Sima Bahous, in her remarks at the opening of the 68th session of the
Commission on the Status of Women on March 11, 2024, highlighted
the growing backlash against gender equality amidst global conflicts and
crises. She emphasised the disproportionate impact of wars, poverty and
systemic injustices on women and girls, calling for immediate actions such
as a ceasefire in Gaza, humanitarian aid, and addressing gender-based
violence in all its forms.

Referencing the urgency of addressing poverty and strengthening
institutions and financing for gender equality, she stressed that gender
equality is central to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
and economic growth. Bahous pointed out that closing gender employment
gaps could boost GDP by 20% globally and lift over 100 million women
and girls out of poverty if governments prioritise education, health care,
fair wages, and social benefits.
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She underscored four key priorities: equitable fiscal policies, quality public
services, inclusive social protection systems, and investment in the care
economy. Bahous urged increased support for feminist and grassroots
organisations, flexible financing and sustained advocacy to drive systemic
change.

Concluding with a call for collective commitment, she emphasised that
gender equality is not an expense but a transformative investment for a
peaceful and equitable future.

General Discussion

The 68th session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW68)
was held on 11th, 12th, 13th, 14th, 18th, and 19th March 2024, to follow
up on the Fourth World Conference on Women and the 23rd Special
Session of the General Assembly. The priority theme of the session was
"Accelerating the achievement of gender equality and the empowerment of
all women and girls by addressing poverty and strengthening institutions
and financing with a gender perspective." These five days were dedicated
to statements from Member States and other participants regarding the
priority and review themes of CSW68. The member states highlighted the
need for increased investment in women's empowerment programs, the
importance of addressing the root causes of poverty that disproportionately
affect women, and the critical role of strong, gender-responsive institutions
in achieving gender equality.

Ministerial Round Tables

The Ministerial Roundtables during the 68th session of the Commission
on the Status of Women (CSW68), were crucial platforms for high-level
discussions focused on accelerating progress toward gender equality.
These discussions aimed to engage ministers, senior government officials,
and stakeholders to explore policy responses to key issues affecting
women and girls globally. The discussions focused on several themes in




line with the priority theme of CSW68, which was centred on accelerating
gender equality through addressing poverty, strengthening institutions, and
financing. The topics of the ministerial segment round table are mentioned
below:

e MRT 1: Mobilising financing for gender equality and the
empowerment of all women and girls: Policies and strategies to
end women’s and girls’ poverty

e MRT 2: Good practices for strengthening institutions and
maximising financing to achieve gender equality and empower all
women and girls

e MRT 3: Mobilising financing for gender equality and the
empowerment of all women and girls: Policies and strategies to
end women’s and girls’ poverty

e MRT 4: Good practices for strengthening institutions and
maximising financing to achieve gender equality and empower all
women and girls

High Level Interactive Dialogue

The High-Level Interactive Dialogue at the 68th session of the
Commission on the Status of Women (CSW68), held in March 13 2024,
provided a critical platform for an open and interactive discussion among
high-level dignitaries, experts and stakeholders. The purpose of the dialogue
was to foster in-depth exchanges on the priority theme of accelerating
gender equality, focusing on addressing poverty, strengthening institutions
and improving financing for gender equality. It was an opportunity for
stakeholders to come together and discuss the critical steps needed to achieve
gender equality. It served as a platform for policy discussions that aimed
to accelerate progress on poverty eradication, institutional strengthening,
and financing for gender equality, with a focus on the unique challenges
that women and girls face worldwide. The dialogue underscored the need
for coordinated action and accountability to ensure that gender equality
remains at the forefront of the global development agenda.
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Interactive Dialogue with Youth Representatives on the Priority

Theme

The Interactive Dialogue with Youth Representatives took place on Thursday,
14 March 2024, from 3:00-6:00 P.M. and was organised by the Commission
on the Status of Women (CSW) to share experiences, knowledge and best
practices on the role of young people in addressing poverty, strengthening
institutions and financing from a gender perspective. This dialogue brought
together a wide range of stakeholders, including youth representatives from
Member States, government officials, parliamentarians, national human
rights institutions, NGOs, women’s and youth organisations, relevant
United Nations bodies, and the media. The discussion aimed to highlight
the urgent need for gender-responsive approaches to tackle women’s and
girls’ poverty and strengthen institutions. The dialogue focused on key
economic priorities for policymakers, strategies to shift towards more
inclusive social protection systems, and the impact of restrictive policies on
women and girls. It also explored good practices and collaborative efforts
needed to promote gender equality, decent work conditions, and equal pay.
Furthermore, discussions touched on the reforms needed in international

financial systems to promote gender-responsive fiscal policies.

The outcome of the dialogue will be summarised by the Chair of the
Commission in consultation with regional groups through the Bureau

members.

Interactive Dialogue on the Emerging Issue

The Interactive Dialogue on Emerging Issue/Focus Area titled "Artificial
Intelligence to Advance Gender Equality" took place on Thursday, 21
March 2024, and was Organised by the Commission on the Status of Women
(CSW) to explore how artificial intelligence (Al) can be harnessed to
advance gender equality and address the unique needs and rights of women

and girls. This dialogue brought together a wide range of stakeholders,




including government officials, representatives of non-governmental
organisations, youth, and the United Nations system. The session began
with presentations from invited speakers, followed by discussions on good
practices and contributions from Member States and NGOs. The dialogue
aimed to delve deeper into the gendered impacts of Al and its potential to

transform societal structures in ways that benefit women and girls.

The session focused on the challenges posed by Al, including its potential
to deepen existing gender inequalities and risks such as gender bias, online
abuse, and misinformation. The conversation also addressed the importance
of mainstreaming gender perspectives in Al governance, building capacity
to mitigate harm, and ensuring that Al systems are designed to respect
human rights. The outcome of the dialogue will be a summary prepared
by the Chair of the Commission in consultation with the regional groups,

through the Bureau members.

Interactive Expert Panel on Priority Theme

The Interactive Expert Panel on the Priority Theme titled "Accelerating the
Achievement of Gender Equality and the Empowerment of All Women and
Girls by Addressing Poverty and Strengthening Institutions and Financing
with a Gender Perspective" took place on Monday, 18 March 2024, as part
of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW). The panel convened
in the context of the ongoing global crises, which have exacerbated
poverty and inequality, disproportionately affecting women and girls.
These challenges highlight the increasing feminisation of poverty, which
serves as a significant structural barrier to the full realization of women’s
autonomy and the achievement of the Beijing Declaration and the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development. The dialogue explored how poverty
is intertwined with systemic barriers that limit women’s economic, physical
and decision-making autonomy and how strengthening institutions and

financing with a gender perspective can address these issues.
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The interactive session provided a platform for an exchange of views,
experiences, and insights from economists, governance experts and
other professionals who presented on addressing poverty, strengthening
institutions and financing with a gender lens. The discussion was followed
by moderated interactions, allowing stakeholders, including Member States
and NGOs, to contribute questions and insights. The panel emphasised the
importance of inclusive, pro-poor and sustainable development strategies,
as well as reforms to international financial systems to better support the
mobilisation of public financing aimed at addressing the unique needs of

women and girls living in poverty.

The outcome of the panel will be a summary prepared by the Chair, in

consultation with regional groups through the Bureau members.

Informal consultations on Agreed Conclusion — UN CSW68

During the 68th session of the Commission on the Status of Women
(CSW68), the Informal Consultation on Agreed Conclusions was a critical
moment where Member States came together to discuss and finalize a
set of recommendations on the priority theme of the session, focusing on
accelerating the achievement of gender equality and the empowerment of
all women and girls by addressing poverty and strengthening institutions
and financing with a gender perspective. The informal consultations during
CSW 68 provided a crucial platform for Member States to negotiate and
agree onasetofconclusions that would guide global efforts toward achieving
gender equality and empowering women and girls. These consultations
began with a review of the draft agreed conclusions, which had been
prepared during earlier sessions of the 68th session. Facilitated by a CSW

Vice-Chair, the discussions included representatives from Member States,
UN entities and non-governmental organisations (NGOs). Over the course
of several days, intense negotiations took place as countries presented their
positions on key issues such as access to gender-responsive financing,
strengthening institutions and removing systemic barriers that perpetuate




gender inequality. These discussions were grounded in the findings from
the interactive dialogues, expert panels and regional consultations that had
occurred earlier in the session.

The outcome document, or Agreed Conclusions, highlights that women
and girls living in poverty often become ‘shock absorbers’ during crises
and stresses the need for further efforts to increase resources to address the
poverty faced by women and girls. It calls for reforms to the international
financial system to better support gender equality, with key measures
including debt relief, progressive taxation, increased aid and ensuring
public resources are directed to meet the needs of women and girls. The
document also recommends mobilising both public and private financial
resources, strengthening financial architecture and preventing regressive
taxation. It emphasises the importance of gender-responsive economic
policies, increasing women's representation in economic institutions, and
robust financing for women’s organisations. Additionally, it highlights the
need for disaggregated data and investment in the care economy to reduce
women’s poverty and expand their employment opportunities. During the
session, the Commission also adopted a resolution on HIV-AIDS, led by
the Southern Africa Development Community.

The 68th session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW 68)
adopted the agreed conclusions on March 22, 2024 which reflected a
balance between global commitments and national realities.

The agreed conclusions focused on several key actions and commitments
that governments were urged to take to accelerate the achievement

of gender equality and empowerment of all women and girls. These
included:

1. Strengthening Gender-Responsive Institutions

2. Increasing Financing for Gender Equality

3. Addressing Poverty through Gender-Lens Approaches

4. Enhancing Participation in Decision-Making

5. Commitments to Data and Monitoring
Following the conclusion of the informal consultation, governments
are expected to take the following actions to ensure that the agreed
conclusions are implemented:

1. Policy and Legislative Reforms

2. Allocation of Resources
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Strengthening Accountability Mechanisms
Capacity-Building and Awareness Raising
Engagement with Civil Society and Private Sector
Monitoring and Reporting

oA S 5= &2

This series of actions reflects the collective commitment of Member States
at CSW 68 to accelerate progress toward achieving gender equality and the
empowerment of women and girls. By focusing on addressing systemic
barriers, increasing resources and ensuring accountability, the agreed
conclusions aim to set the stage for a more inclusive and equitable future.

Closing of CSW68 Session

The closing of the 68th session of the Commission on the Status of Women
(CSW68) marked the conclusion of the two-week long session, which
included high-level discussions, thematic panels, interactive dialogues and
expert consultations. The session was officially closed on Friday, 22 March
2024 after the adoption of the agreed conclusions on the priority theme:
"Accelerating the achievement of gender equality and the empowerment of
all women and girls by addressing poverty and strengthening institutions
and financing with a gender perspective."




During the closing, Member States reviewed and endorsed the agreed
conclusions, which set out concrete actions and recommendations for
governments and stakeholders to prioritise gender equality, improve
institutional frameworks and enhance financing mechanisms with a

gender-responsive approach.

The Chair of CSW68 delivered closing remarks, thanking all participants
for their engagement and highlighting the need for continued collaboration
to implement the recommendations. Several countries also expressed their
commitment to advancing the commitments made during the session.
Additionally, UN Women acknowledged the contributions of civil society
organisations and other stakeholders.

The agreed conclusions were then formally adopted and a summary of
the discussions, along with the proposed actions, was made available to
Member States. These conclusions were intended to guide global and
national efforts toward achieving gender equality and empowerment
for all women and girls, with an emphasis on poverty eradication and
strengthening institutional support.

The session concluded with a call for renewed dedication to the
implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action and the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development, emphasising the importance of addressing
both systemic and structural barriers to gender equality.

Beyond Beijing Committee Participates Across Multiple Session
Activities

The BBC team played an active role in the 68th session of the Commission
on the Status of Women (CSW68), advocating for the inclusion of
progressive language in the Agreed Conclusions. As part of its advocacy
efforts, BBC organised a parallel event where the "National Call for
Action" was disseminated. This call for action represented the voices
of grassroots women and girls in all their diversity. It was developed
through consultations with a wide range of organisations, including those
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representing women'’s rights, Indigenous women, women with disabilities,
LGBTQI rights and sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR). The
call for action was produced with the active involvement of representatives
from all seven provinces, ensuring a diverse and inclusive contribution to
the ongoing advocacy for gender-responsive financing.

1. On March 11, BBC joined a virtual session at CSW68, which was
organised by UNDP entitled Driving Change: How non-traditional
livelihoods can advance gender equality— insights from India. In
this virtual panel discussion, the Panellists’ discussed the significance
of non-traditional livelihoods (NTL) in releasing India’s skilling
ambitions and factors to success in NTL programming. Variety
of perspectives from government, philanthropy, civil society and
multilateral organisations were shared on increasing the opportunities
for women to pursue NTL and become role models for future
generations.

2. BBC also participated in another high-level side event organised by
UNDP titled: Towards Gender Equal Economies: Making Public
Finance Work for Gender Equality. During this event they shared the
topics that were discussed during the Global Dialogue and that will
also underscore the 12 critical areas for urgent action as espoused in
the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action and the Addis Ababa
Action Agenda. The speakers highlighted that improved fiscal policies
are vital for creating gender-equal economies that alleviate poverty
and benefit all. However, gender biases in tax policies, limited access
to sex-disaggregated data, and insufficient representation of women in
tax policy formulation hinder progress towards gender equality and
closing the gender gap in taxation and fiscal policies. They also shared
about UNDP's diagnostic tools such as the SDGs Taxation Framework
(STF), designed to align tax systems with the 17 SDGs and identify
strategies for specific targets, including gender equality (SDG 5).




3. On March 12, "Harvesting Equality: Empowering Nepali
Women in Agriculture through Climate-Resilient
Development Financing" was organised by FCA and BBC was
part of it as well. FCA used this platform to showcase their work,
supported by the Government of Nepal and the Ministry for Foreign
Affairs Finland, in empowering Nepali women in agriculture through

climate-resilient development financing. The three panellists,
Machchhe Gurung, Shikha Shrestha, and Kira Ugaz-Simonsen,
underscored the importance of gender-responsive financing for the
economic resilience of Nepali women in agriculture. They emphasised
that legal provisions alone are insufficient for achieving economic
resilience and highlighted the need for additional interventions such as
addressing intersectionality, improving data integration, prioritising the
voices of indigenous women and implementing targeted programming
to build capacity. They all emphasised that while climate change
impacts everyone, its effects are not distributed equally.

4. On March 13, BBC participated in a side event organised by the Fos
Feminista alliance in collaboration with the Permanent Missions of
Nepal, Canada and France to the United Nations, along with UN
Women and the GEF Action Coalitions for Bodily Autonomy and
Feminist Movements and Leadership. The event, titled "Feminist
Financing for SRHR and Gender Equality: Policies, Partnerships &
Practices," brought together diverse stakeholders to discuss innovative
approaches to financing sexual and reproductive health and rights
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(SRHR) and promoting gender equality. The session showcased
successful policies, partnerships and practices for improving SRHR
access for women, girls and gender-diverse individuals. Nepal’s
Secretary Suman Raj Aryal from the Ministry of Women, Children and
Senior Citizens highlighted the country’s efforts in fostering inclusive
financing mechanisms and collaborations. The event also stressed
the importance of civil society partnerships in reaching marginalised
communities and the role of public-private partnerships in expanding
SRHR financing without increasing out-of-pocket expenses for women

5. On March 14, The Feminist Dalit Organisation (FEDO) and the
National Indigenous Women Forum (NIWF) organised a session titled
"Gender Equality and Empowerment of Dalit and Indigenous Women
and Girls in Nepal." This event highlighted the shared experiences of
exploitation, oppression, and subjugation faced by Dalit and Indigenous
women globally, despite varying cultural and geographical contexts.
Panellists underscored the need for grassroots initiatives and advocacy
to achieve social, gender and economic justice, emphasising that women
are a diverse group whose challenges cannot be generalised. Dalit and
Indigenous women, in particular, experience compounded layers of
discrimination. The discussion also called for simplifying funding




requirements for local organisations and fostering community trust
to enable targeted interventions and structural change. BBC actively
participated in this important session, contributing to the dialogue and
efforts to amplify the voices of Dalit and Indigenous women.

6. On March 15, BBC participated in a side event hosted by ARROW

titled "Leveraging the Asia Pacific Powerhouse for Gender Justice.”
The event highlighted key challenges in funding for gender justice,
with panellists emphasising the critical importance of transparency
in budgeting processes. All three speakers pointed to a glaring gap
between fund allocation and actual needs, raising concerns about how
commitments made to Asian countries would be fulfilled. Questions
remained regarding the mechanisms for implementation, access
to resources and oversight of already limited funds. The panellists
also stressed the need for disaggregated data to monitor progress,
linking commitments with effective reporting mechanisms, ensuring
intersectional representation and investing in capacity-building for
grassroots organisations. BBC’s participation contributed to these
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discussions, underscoring the significance of addressing these issues
at both regional and local levels.

7. On March 18, BBC actively participated in a side event organised by

the Permanent Mission of Nepal, the Permanent Mission of Botswana,

UN-OHRLLS and LDC Watch titled "Making Taxes Work for

Women: Key Challenges
and  Opportunities  for
Developing Countries
and for LDCs, LLDCs and :
SIDS in Particular.”" The
event brought together F=
leaders from governments
and  non-governmental
organisations to share
knowledge, expertise §
and inspiration, focusing
on developing countries,
especially LDCs, LLDCs
and SIDS. Speakers ®
explored key challenges
and opportunities in tax
systems, shared Dbest

practices and proposed

collaborative  solutions.
Hon. Ms  Bhagbati
Chaudhary, Minister for Women, Children, and Senior Citizens, Nepal,
presented Nepal's initiatives, such as tax concessions and tax holidays,
aimed at addressing inequalities and advancing the empowerment of
women and girls. BBC’s participation further enriched the discussions,

reinforcing the importance of inclusive tax policies for gender equity.
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Antonio Guterres
11 March 2024

Excellencies, distinguished guests, dear friends,

It is always a pleasure to address the
Commission on the Status of Women —
the preeminent global body dedicated to
promoting the rights of women and girls.

Progress on women’s rights has
overwhelmingly come from civil society
and women’s rights organisations.

I have seen it myself in every corner of
the world. And I have seen how that
progress benefits all our communities
and societies.

So, thank you for everything you do.

Excellencies, my dear friends,

Our world is going through turbulent times and women and girls are being
hit hard.

In conflict zones around the globe, women and girls are suffering most
from wars waged by men.

Today is the first day of Ramadan — a time of compassion, reflection and
understanding.

I am appalled and outraged that conflict is continuing in Gaza during this
holy month.

Families seeking shelter from Israeli bombardment are struggling to
survive, as hunger and malnutrition take hold.

This is heartbreaking and utterly unacceptable.

Once again, I call for an immediate ceasefire in Gaza, the unconditional
release of all hostages and a massive increase in humanitarian aid.




In a statement to the press this morning, I stressed the need, at the very
least, for a cessation of hostilities and the release of the hostages during the
holy month of Ramadan.

Last week, I made a similar appeal for a cessation of hostilities in Sudan.

In the spirit of Ramadan, [ appeal to all those involved in conflict everywhere
to silence the guns and return to the peace table.

Excellencies, dear friends,

Around the world, conflict and crisis are increasing, with a devastating
impact on women and girls.

In Afghanistan, the Taliban has issued more than 50 edicts suppressing
women’s and girls’ rights.

In Sudan, scores of women have reportedly been subjected to rape and
other forms of sexual violence in the ongoing conflict.

In Israel, there are horrific accounts in the report by my Special
Representative, Pramila Patten, of sexual violence against women and girls
and indications of sexualized torture during the terror attacks launched by
Hamas and other armed groups on 7 October.

The report also includes shocking testimonies of sexual violence against
Palestinian women in detention settings, house raids and checkpoints in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory.

And more than two-thirds of the tens of thousands of people killed and
injured during Israel’s military operations in Gaza are reportedly women
and children.

Meanwhile, despite evidence that women’s full participation makes
peacebuilding much more effective, the number of women in
decision-making roles is actually falling.

Women were virtually absent from talks on ending the conflicts in Ethiopia,
Sudan, Myanmar and Libya.

The facts are clear: Women lead to peace.

Budgets and policies must follow — with ambitious targets for women’s
participation and urgent investments in women’s peacebuilding.
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Excellencies, dear friends,

Many women and girls are also facing a war on their fundamental rights at
home and in their communities.

Hard-fought progress is being reversed.

Women’s rights are fundamentally a question of power and I see two
deeply worrying trends.

First, despite enormous progress that all of you have helped realise — the
patriarchy is far from vanquished. It is regaining ground.

Autocrats and populists are attacking women’s freedoms and their sexual
and reproductive rights.

They promote what they call “traditional” values.

And patriarchy is indeed an age-old tradition. Discrimination against
women goes back millennia.

We don’t want to bring it back. We want to turn it back.

We cannot accept a world in which grandmothers fear their granddaughters
will enjoy fewer rights than they had.

We must speak out, loud and clear: Not on our watch.

At the same time, I see another worrying trend in power relations over the
coming decades: in the digital technologies.

Those technologies, and particularly Artificial Intelligence, are today
dominated by men — as leaders and at the technical level.

There is a mountain of evidence that when systems are designed by men,
they result in biased algorithms. Women’s needs, women’s bodies and
women’s fundamental rights are ignored.

Male-dominated algorithms could literally programme inequalities into
activities from urban planning to credit ratings to medical imaging, for
years to come.

This endangers men and boys, as well as women and girls.

It’s time for governments, civil society and the Silicon Valleys of the world
to join a massive effort to bridge the digital gender divide and ensure
women have decision-making roles in digital technology at all levels.

This is one of the main goals of the Global Digital Compact that will be
central to the Summit of the Future in September.




Excellencies, dear friends,

Your gathering this year is focused on how tackling poverty and
strengthening institutions and financing with a gender perspective are
critical to accelerate gender equality.

The reason is simple: globally, poverty has a female face.

Women have less access to land, natural resources and financial assets.
They suffer the impacts of climate change more than men.

And they are more likely to be food insecure.

The International Labour Organisation estimates that, worldwide, women,
as an average, earn just 51 cents for every dollar earned by a man.

Economic sectors dominated by women are undervalued, underpaid - and
even, in some cases, unpaid.

Women’s invisible domestic labour is a subsidy to the entire economy.

Meanwhile, the violence that is a pervasive feature of many women’s lives
can feed a vicious cycle:

Poverty intensifies the risks of violence and violence makes women poorer.
This is simply unacceptable.
At the global level, we are failing to invest in women and girls.

And the continuing impact of the COVID-19 pandemic; mounting debt;
climate-related disasters; and an ongoing cost-of-living crisis are all
shrinking the pie even more.

We will not solve today’s challenges by relying on a global financial system
that helps perpetuate inequality.

I am therefore calling for an SDG Stimulus that would provide $500 billion
annually in affordable long-term finance for developing countries. The
proposal includes a debt lifeline to create breathing space for countries
facing impossible repayment schedules.

Leaders endorsed the Stimulus at last year’s SDG Summit.

I urge all countries to support these efforts to increase the investments that
will achieve SDG 5 on gender equality, and turbocharge progress across
the entire 2030 agenda.

And I count on governments’ support for deep reform of the international
financial architecture at the Summit of the Future in September, so that it
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reflects today’s global economy and meets the financial needs of developing
countries, enabling them to invest in equality and opportunity for women
and girls.

Excellencies, dear friends,

At the national level, governments have a responsibility to invest in ending
poverty and achieving inclusive, sustainable development for all.

That takes budgets and taxes that address the specific needs of women and
girls living in poverty.

It takes policies that drive women’s full economic participation and
empowerment, through decent work, training, upgrading skills, accessible
public services and social protection.

Governments must recognise the key economic role of unpaid care work,
with policies that support both mothers and fathers to take paid work
outside the home.

They should ensure that their climate policies, including a just and
equitable transition to renewable energy, boost employment opportunities
for women and improve access to goods and services for women and girls.

And they must do more to prevent the global scourge of violence against
women and girls and end the abomination of female genital mutilation.

Equal rights for women and girls depend on ending violence and abuse
against them.

Excellencies, dear friends,

Accelerating gender equality by tackling poverty requires women’s full
representation and leadership of financial institutions.

More than eight out of 10 finance ministers are men. More than nine out
of 10 central bank governors are men.

Overwhelmingly male-dominated financial institutions need to dismantle
the structural barriers that are blocking women from leadership roles.

Business as usual is business dominated by men.
But change doesn’t just happen.

We did not achieve gender parity at senior levels of the United Nations by
accident.




We did it with a determined effort to change our culture and welcome
women into leadership roles.

And that effort produced results. We achieved full gender parity among
senior management and UN leaders around the world for the first time in
history.

If the United Nations can do it, governments can do it, banks can do it, and
everyone must do it.

Across the UN system, the representation of women in the Professional
and higher categories is at a historic high.

We are pursuing full gender parity at all levels and in each and every entity,
prioritising areas where progress is slow — especially our field missions.

And we are supporting the fight for equality far beyond our own
Organisation.

On International Women’s Day, I launched the United Nations System-
Wide Gender Equality Acceleration Plan.

This commits to placing women and girls in the centre of all our work;
to opening financing opportunities for grassroots women’s organisations;
and to working with Member States for an ambitious revitalisation of the
CSW. Your Commission.

Excellencies, dear friends,

The Commission on the Status of Women is a catalyst for the transformation
we need.

At this difficult and divided moment, let’s work together to end poverty in
all its dimensions.

Let’s do it by investing in women and girls, betting on women and girls and
pushing for peace and dignity for women and girls everywhere.

Thank you.
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Opening remarks by UN Under-Secretary-General and UN Women
Executive Director Sima Bahous at the opening of the 68th session of
the Commission on the Status of Women

11 March 2024,
UN headquarters
[As delivered.]

We meet at a time of great uncertainty.
Peace feels painfully distant, war painfully
prevalent, suffering painfully ubiquitous.

Backlash on gender equality is on the rise,
with a ferocity and anger that is unfamiliar
to many of you.

From the wars around the world, the
violence online, the war we wage on our
planet—women and girls continue to be the ones suffering the consequences
of decisions not of their making.

UN Women Executive Director Sima Bahous delivers opening remarks at
the opening of the 68th session of the Commission on the Status of Women,
11 March 2024, at UN headquarters. Photo: UN Women/Ryan Brown.

In the Middle East, Sudan, Myanmar, Haiti, the Democratic Republic of
Congo, Ukraine, Afghanistan and elsewhere, women and girls bear the
brunt of conflicts and of wars they did not start.

In all conflicts, we unequivocally condemn all acts of gender-based
violence and all forms of violence, against any woman or girl anywhere
in the world.

We need an urgent ceasefire in Gaza. We are witnessing a destruction and
killing of civilians, UN personnel, humanitarians and journalists at an
unprecedented scale. More than 9000 women have been killed and this
number continues to rise at an unthinkable rate. Nothing can justify this.

In Israel, as we heard from the Secretary-General, the Special
Representative for Sexual Violence in Conflict Ms Pramila Patten’s report
has horrific accounts of sexual violence against women and girls in the
October 7 attack. There are also harrowing testimonies of sexual violence
by Israeli forces against Palestinian women in detention, house raids and
checkpoints. All such acts and forms of violence against women and girls
are condemned.




We call on the immediate and safe delivery of humanitarian aid across
Gaza, the release of all hostages, an end to occupation and for a return to a
path to peace, a peace that is just and comprehensive and that is inclusive
of the crucial voices and leadership of women. This is our only hope for
the future we want.

The struggle for gender equality is not new. Women have been fighting for
their rights for centuries. History is replete with heroes, women as well as
enlightened men, who laid out a path for us to follow, who exemplified
sacrifice for our cause and who modelled the courage and wisdom we need
today more than ever.

We stand on their shoulders and we owe it to them to keep the fight going
until true equality, in social, economic, and political life, is attained. We
aspire to leave a mark on history as they have done.

This Commission on the Status of Women is an expression of our
understanding of the centrality of gender equality to the aspirations that we
have as a family of nations. None can be achieved without equality between
women and men. And this year’s priority theme focuses on accelerating
progress on gender equality by addressing poverty and strengthening
institutions and financing.

We can transform economies, if our professed commitments to equality are
matched by our budgets, as they should be. This we must do with urgency.
And the evidence is as stark as ever, more than 100 million women and
girls could be lifted out of poverty if governments prioritised education,
health care, fair and equal wages, and expanded social benefits.

Closing gender gaps in employment could boost Gross Domestic Product
per capita by 20 per cent across all regions. The return on investment in
gender equality is a guaranteed win for any society and economy.

Time is not on our side.

Across the world, poverty continues to have a woman’s face, with women
experiencing higher rates of poverty than men, that is expected to persist
beyond any of our lifetimes. More than 10 per cent of women globally live
on less than USD 2.15 a day. If we want to say it right, they don’t really
live, they barely survive.

Today, one in ten women live in extreme poverty. At the current rate of
progress, as many as 342 million women will still be living in poverty in or
by 2030. This makes a mockery of our 2030 Agenda.

Both poverty and women’s financial exclusion are fuelled by discriminatory
gender norms which are entrenched in our economic, political and social
systems.
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Women spend nearly three hours more per day than men performing unpaid
care and domestic work. This work forms the backbone of our homes,
our communities and our societies. It keeps economies running, enables
growth, drives progress and development.

This work can be properly recognized and compensated, to the mutual
benefit of women and economies, if we choose to do so.

No matter how limited the fiscal space may be, gender equality should
always be a priority, always the smartest and wisest investment to make.
There is no national development policy that will not benefit from gender
equality.

There is no Sustainable Development Goal that can be attained without
gender equality. With a mere six years to go, gender equality remains our
best hope to get back on track to 2030.

This CSW68 sees record numbers of participants from civil society in
attendance. To all those here representing civil society and young people, I
warmly welcome you and thank you for your energy and insight.

The women’s movement has time and again been at the heart of every great
step forward for equality.

You play a critical role in holding us accountable to and upholding our
collective social contract, through your advocacy, your expertise and the
invaluable work many of you and your organisations do in crises. When
things are at their most bleak, you step up. When help is desperately
needed, you are there on the frontline, supporting, providing essential
services, driving feminist change.

We must do more to invest in women’s rights organisations, especially
feminist, grassroots, youth organisations and women’s collectives. These
organisations must have flexible and predictable financing that matches
the scale of need with the power of your movements and voice across the
world.

The Secretary-General’s report on this CSW68 priority theme is clear.
Policy choices are not beyond us; we can and must choose to end poverty
for women and girls.

We must commit to using the levers of finance to invest in and build
systems and social institutions that can tackle gender inequality, and that
can address structural poverty. This year we must not just play the game
better; we must change it all together.




We must do so with boundless energy and unswerving resolution. We do so
at this CSW, and when we meet later this year for the Summit of the Future,
and again at the sixty-ninth session of this Commission when we will take
stock of the 30 years since the Beijing Platform for Action. I urge all of us
in this room to seize these opportunities as a chance to recommit, and to
scale up our work and our investment in gender equality.

Let me highlight four concrete and achievable priorities as pathways to end
women’s and girls’ poverty, for your deliberations:

One, we need inclusive, equitable fiscal pacts. These must address
redistribution, progressivetaxation,  well-targeted investments, increased
official development assistance and properly financed national women’s
machineries to lead on gender equality and women’s empowerment.

Two, we need high-quality, accessible public services, appropriately
tailored to the needs of everyone. This includes quality education for girls
and decent work for women.

Three, we need inclusive, gender-responsive social protection systems with
full and equal access and benefits for women and girls living in poverty.

Four, we need to invest in the care economy as a strategy for reducing
women’s and girls’ poverty and for building more robust care and green
economies.

We can no longer dismiss a gender equality dividend that we need now
more than ever.

We cannot cling to excuses that this is too difficult, too expensive, too
transgressive of tradition, or too far down our list of priorities. And we
cannot in good conscience deny women and girls, in all their diversity, the
equality that is their right.

I reiterate my call on International’s Women Day: For all of us to be the light
that brings hope and accelerates progress towards an equal, sustainable and
peaceful future for all people, for every woman, and every girl, everywhere.
I know that this is within our reach, so let us all push forward together.

To the Delegates and colleagues observing the Holy Month of Ramadan,
may it be peaceful, and a time for reflection, and lessened suffering for all
women and girls, everywhere.

I thank you and wish us all a very successful CSW68.

Originally published on UN Women
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Statement by Hon’ble Bhagwati Chaudhary, Minister
for Women, Children and Senior Citizen, Nepal at the
sixty-eighth session of the Commission on the Status of
Women New York, 11-22 March 2024

General Discussion

Theme: Accelerating the achievement of gender equality and the
empowerment of all women and girls by addressing poverty and

strengthening institutions and financing with a gender perspective

Mr Chair,

It is an honour and a privilege for
me to address the 68th session of the
Commission on the Status of Women
under a priority theme that is timely and
relevant.

At the outset, let me congratulate you
| on your election as the Chair of this
8 session. While reposing our trust in
your able leadership to successfully
steer the session, I assure you of my delegation’s full support to discharge
your crucial responsibilities.

Mr Chair,

Women comprise half of the global population with half of its potential.
Yet, achieving global gender equality has remained a chimera (Kaimera).
Poverty is a formidable barrier to gender equality.

Women experience higher poverty rates than men around the globe.

Multiple challenges like the COVID-19 pandemic, conflicts, cost of living
crisis, current food, fuel and fertilizer crises, geopolitical tensions, and
debt distress have disproportionately affected women and girls.

Climate change, biodiversity loss, and environmental degradation have
further exacerbated our efforts to address poverty and gender inequality.

The Secretary General’s report has further alarmed us divulging huge
gaps between men and women in working hours, employment, financial
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inclusion, access to financial resources and social protection among others.

Achieving inclusive and sustainable development for all is, therefore,
critical to achieving the SDGs including gender equality and empowerment
of women.

Mr Chair,

Nepal has always accorded the highest priority to the rights and issues of
women and girls.

The Constitution of Nepal guarantees the fundamental rights of women and
girls, including the rights to family matters and property.

It guarantees 33 percent seats in Federal and Provincial parliament and 40
percent seats in local government for women representation.

We have enacted policies and plans to address gender inequalities.

We have established institutions to look after the issues of women, girls
and minorities.

We have given priority to gender equality and women empowerment in our
development efforts.

We are committed to fostering a 'gender accountable' governance system,
ensuring equitable access to resources, opportunities and benefits for
women's leadership in economic development.

We aim to establish a gender-friendly governance system at all levels.

We have introduced different women-targeted schemes to generate
employment, support women's entrepreneurship and reduce poverty.

We have ensured equal pay for equal work for both women and men.
Mr Chair,

With these institutional, legal, administrative and other reforms, Nepal has
made notable progress in narrowing gender disparities with:

- A five-fold increase in women's literacy rates that stands now at
69.6 percent.

- Halved their fertility rate.

- Increased their longevity of life by 11 years;

- A four-fold rise in direct gender-responsive budgeting from 11 percent
in 2007/8 to 42.16 percent in 2023/2024.




- One-third of the women having their ownership over the land and
property;

- Increased participation of women in micro-small and medium-sized
enterprises (MSMESs); almost 45 percent of small and cottage industries
are run by women) and

- Reducing multidimensional poverty.
In cooperatives, 56% are women. It has contributed substantially to
economic independence.

Despite this progress, Mr Chair, our efforts in addressing poverty and
gender inequality have been severely affected due to resource constraints.

Since domestic resources are not enough to accelerate progress, we need an
enhanced level of external support.

We need to ensure the availability, accessibility and affordability of finance
for women and girls to address the multiple challenges they are facing.

For this, we request the international community and development partner

to fulfil their ODA commitment, along with support to the developing

countries in the form of climate financing, technology transfer and capacity

building.

Nepal is committed to working together with the international community

in:

- Achieving gender equality and the empowerment of all women and
girls

- Providing them with equal access to education, employment,
entrepreneurship, resources and properties;

- Addressing institutional and capacity gaps;

- Investing in women and girls; and

- Creating an inclusive, equal, just society and egalitarian society!

Thank you.
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Statement by Mr Suman Raj Aryal, Secretary, Ministry
of Women, Children and Senior Citizens, Nepal at the
sixty-eighth session of the Commission on the Status of
Women New York, 11-22 March 2024

Ministerial Roundtable

MRT 1: Mobilizing financing for gender equality and the
empowerment of all women and girls-Policies and strategies to
end women s and girls’ poverty

Time Limit: 3 Minutes
Madam Moderator,

We all know that the current poly-crisis and its compoundmg effects have
=== posed major setbacks in achieving the
. targets and goals of the agenda 2030.

Failing to achieve SDGs and the 2030
Agenda is sure to push millions of women
and girls into poverty. It is because women
@ and girls are disproportionately affected by

= poverty and multiple crises and challenges
humanity is facing.

= e Against these odds, Nepal remains
committed to reducing poverty to 5% by 2030 and 0% by 2043.

We have introduced many policies and programs aiming at reducing
poverty, generating employment, and achieving gender equality.

The constitution of Nepal ensures gender empowerment, gender inclusion
and gender equality by eliminating all kinds and forms of gender
discrimination in economic, political and social spaces.

Ending women’s poverty and enhancing women’s economic empowerment
through decent work, accessible public services and social protection are
the major focus of the Government of Nepal.

We have introduced many women-targeted projects to support employment
growth, enhance the quality of jobs and reduce inequalities in the domestic
labour market.

We have been making efforts through skill and entrepreneurship training,




loans for rural women, the establishment of financial institutions and the
institutionalization of poverty alleviation programs.

Due importance has been given to increasing women’s access to credit to
encourage women to run businesses using bank loans and facilitate their
access to credit.

Nepal has been implementing a gender-responsive budget since 2007
which significantly increases women’s capacity development, employment
and income generation.

Madam Moderator,

Despite these reform measures we have undertaken and the progress we
have achieved, much is to be done and achieved.

This will be possible only with strong solidarity, support, cooperation
and partnership with our development partners and the international
community.

On this, we call on them to support our commitment and efforts in gender
equality and empowerment of all women and girls, with an enhanced level
of support in the form of finance, technology transfer and capacity building.

Thank you.
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Closing remarks by UN Under-Secretary-General and UN Women
Executive Director Sima Bahous to the 68th session of the Commission
on the Status of Women

27 March 2024
UN Women Executive Director Sima Bahous
[As delivered.]

You have arrived at Agreed Conclusions for CSW68 [the 68th session
of the Commission on the Status of Women]— congratulations! As the
world was watching, you showed the very best
of the multilateral system, and you came together
to advance critical normative work for women
and girls everywhere. You have recognized the
inequalities that impact the lives of women and
girls living in poverty and the solutions we have
and we need to address them.

And you agreed that these inequalities do not
define us, but that we are defined by wanting to urgently overcome them.

You adopted robust Agreed Conclusions, a blueprint that envisages a world
with greater financial inclusion, increased spending on social protection,
increased stability, equal opportunities, and great hope, rights, and
freedoms for women and girls everywhere. A world that will no longer
accept that one in ten women lives in poverty. A world that will accelerate
the investment in women and girls and that urgently pursues the realization
of the fundamental rights of all women and girls to live in peace and
prosperity everywhere.

This is a special moment. I thank you all for your dedication and
determination to bring this CSW68 to a successful close.

I thank His Excellency Ambassador Antonio Manuel Revilla Lagdameo
of the Philippines for his able leadership as Chair of the Commission,
together with the very able Vice Chairs, their Excellencies Ms Yoka Brandt
of the Netherlands, Ms Maria Florencia Gonzalez of Argentina, Mr Maris
Burbergs of Latvia, and Ms Dunia Eloisa Pires do Canto from Cabo Verde.




A special deep appreciation goes to Her Excellency Ms Yoka Brandt of the
Netherlands for her most skilful facilitation. Her Excellency, you would
agree, shepherded you with grace and determination to reach the Agreed
Conclusions. I also would like to thank her able team, in particular Robin
De Vogel, for their support.

The Agreed Conclusions will only have value in as much as their
implementation in countries makes a difference in the lives of women
and girls and in as much as they contribute to accelerating progress on

the SDGs [Sustainable Development Goals]. We are a mere six years away

from 2030. Gender equality remains our best chance to reach them.

I hope that you will use the Agreed Conclusions as you discuss the Pact
for the Future, and that you will be bold and ambitious in advancing
them, as we head to the Summit of the Future in September, to the Fourth

International Conference on Financing for Development in 2025, and, of

course, the 30th anniversary of the adoption of the Beijing Declaration and
Platform for Action next year.

This year’s CSW had two heads of state, three vice-presidents, and more
than 100 ministers in attendance. Nearly 4,000 delegates in total contributed
to the different deliberations.

We had a record number of close to 5,000 civil society representatives, the
second highest number we have ever recorded. We saw more than 1,000
side events and parallel events. Partners came together to share experiences
and dreams, and also to recommit.

And we benefitted from the creativity, energy, and substantive contributions
from the youth delegates, including adolescent girls, who brought a fresh
perspective to this year’s CSW. Upholding the Youth Forum and youth
space is integral to our work here, which should be strengthened as part of
the official Programme of Work of this Commission.

We also welcomed the adoption of the Resolution on women, the girl child,
and HIV and AIDS, led by SADC [the Southern African Development
Community], and commend Member States’ commitment to increase
investment in gender equality and the empowerment of women in the HIV
response.

It is not my wish to dampen this moment. Yet, in a world of cascading
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crises, de-democratization, gender equality backlash, and restricted civic
spaces, women and girls will continue to be disproportionately impacted.

It makes the work you have done here all the more important.

I opened this CSW calling for a ceasefire in Gaza. | close it by reiterating
this call and the call of the Security Council two days ago, for an immediate

ceasefire, unhindered access to humanitarian assistance, the release of all
hostages, and for peace. Sustainable, just peace for all women and girls
everywhere must be our collective priority. In Gaza, in Sudan, in Haiti, in
Ukraine, and elsewhere in the world.

UN Women stands with every woman and girl everywhere who is facing
the scourge and the consequences of war and conflict.

We stand with all women peacebuilders, negotiators, human rights
defenders who continue to pursue justice for women and girls—often at
high personal cost.

As we close this session, we begin to turn our attention to next year when
you will discuss 30 years since the adoption of the Beijing Platform for
Action.

The scale of our ambitions, your ambitions for Beijing plus 30, must
match the scale of our and your responsibility to achieve equality for every
woman and girl, in all their diversity, not in 300 years, not in 100 years, not
in 50 years, but urgently—now. There is much work to be done and much
reward in doing it. I look forward to working with the new CSW Bureau
who will take this forward.

So, let us leave this room as collective champions for gender equality. Let
us find new ways to do more, together, to accelerate progress and strengthen
our partnerships.

And let us make the case, powerfully, for equality. Let the world hear what
we have asserted over the past two weeks: that gender equality is just and
prudent, and essential for everything we all aspire to. I thank you.
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Afseh AFTATAATATS FH T AT AieATe®d IO T FJeargaeiea
ISR T /Affed &A= T, Afedr q9r arfdawaese
THT GBS AT TS SHeEH AT AIHR T Hifas
AR FoA T FEIANTHT ATNT STAThR AT qAre=d T4, T
fafTe=T HTAATIUITEATRT TTaeTes qafedd qd qedT A=

AT ATgPR FFAT AMIcAgED] qTAql AR GiAf=ra T,

q)  FrEwHE T Aol WAEEAT, a9aEd T AHAEd, T&; a9 ¥
foame ¥ e faame ¥ Aieen AMTEeREe, 99 gEER, A
90T ¥ A AT & G ThRepT AfEHT ¥ AlfAbe® (a5g
T A THRFT [EATE® gerad 3 dwcd T A1 /T Safea
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AT ATL(HE ST T AR AT FTUGEDT ATRTHEER
BT, ATHASE ¥ ST T FGEAT T FACAT ZRTHIGRT
AieaTeted! ATNT TR6TT, FeTH T [EATH<h F1 araraRor (G
T IUET IUTIE®E Aaadd 9 qdT IUSedrdl =d T
T Afger fEar amad I Sclfienfasg AT YIH T yHE
HRIET Aivaees FATAGRT T,

() FTIRIA, TSI TAT (AT ST q JHRAHEHT HieaAras
g I YR fEar, dE9rE T IefeAH Avd T HEAA T
HIfcTebl TSHAT AT FFEIHRI I HATEIA ITH T qTAAT ATH
THATAHN] AHATHH SHALIT T, FRAITAT AlgATE®D GIETT
gf=ra 7, Afedr ¥ arfdees fHeg g7 fEar, dfgs aqrar
7 afgetrert ofde GeTichereurerl aTerek &1 9w e fae fgar
T IEAH fafqg qRuHERdrs dFEEgT T, ¥, afd AN
quH, fEdrare fifed ¥ a=dEeEdrs =1 auRHT O Ja9T T
JredTed 9 IUTIE® fahrd T,

() AME FHfeE@d T AERIARE S@H qa7 Afgdr qqr
AT AT AT TATGTHRT STGH AT AT AT AT
JeAf@TehT SGHHAT TEehT TR ST ATTLg T TS
T T AT 90 T TR STHANAT G JehTeehT 0TS
ITEd 9 AWTdTs Mecied 9 Ifad IUHE® daaad
T,

(@) [aero ey faepraeiier SereHT ATfde q9r ATATSTF (qehraad quf
IIATCETHT AT [ATSH ARINET FIAA T FIh ACHGHD
TETIAT Hl FGT el Ui Uepaedrd anfeyer, fa<irg ar =ardiees
JAEEE AN RIS,

C o o

(1) WTEATE SR T & T dedn fatae afifeta ¥ g
HigATRl IO, THTT T AU FEATNTAT T Fiqitaea g
TN AT AT A, aore Jar fa<ira yfwan, amasitae g




T N Wfgh JATIEATs qweled T q4a7 iear fqamo
FITRT TSTHT ¥ HTATEIA AA (AT IERATHAT AfeATHl Tqca
EAR=T T T g AT ¥ ATfAFIEmS] AFT ATTHRH I
TETA T RS THE, ATeh T ATATAE AT BTIETATS
Wﬁﬁ;

(T) faafh ¥ sgarar Afsed EdraTad d=d, qieadeT Faredhdt
AT Higdrhl eHar afwalg ¥ After fem fasraermaa
RFREFT q (0 T FAeraAr wfearsdr qui, qw T e
TRt Afafger o7 garEers dear feT ¥ 9 arq
A IUASH TRTSH, RN AR qar =7 qresides Aiid,
TN T FTAHHEED! (o118, HTATAIA, TTHA, TS T
faifdewr afwa T 9\ I 9l &9 Ieedrs 99Rh
AT

(F) RET Ao, "R ggdeww T dfyw gaeeie
faadmuresr wwsAr v gtRamer gar w@feem @S9
qUAFT FReTRIReTRI! quf, THAHAS ¥ A9 FEdINTar ¥
@ YAU I, AF q9T Ay fFE@T oRmad G gepeen
fearorear wfye fafire aadiges gargq, drafaare, a9 HA T
STerTET faare ¥ fepeTRTa=arer g= Taia=ar, Ay Jaear ev=e
FAR FFHA faaRoe [heiRes wwar feeiiigs 3= ieare
IETeSHT TEehIel (& [T ¥ I07 ¥ JeATaeh ISR T T TaT
gfecTe®d! AT T HTH A5 dedr &,

(F) ARG =H ATISUSH FHAT TH 2/ T AR AlfcTehl
Jage T T HigAT! quf T I ISR ig T, g
SIFTH SATAT, JUTT a1 ATATRT AT T, dATI=Tds
A=A TEAET G STHT AT HedhT HIHBT AN A
SATAT FIARTT T, AATAE ATTAAS AT HbbT T
AT T T AR JagT TH A AeATHl AfdE
], @AAAT T FUIhe0 A= T T &30 S,
HeAITAA, a9, F T TIad Aled T SAeed] HiedATeed]
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<, TRl ¥ HAIRUATs AiaeTsiae TS, STAT Aardr
fordo JuraE® BXEE AT Hifags, Ardsitie qraTtae
TREAT AIqe® T 9g Afthe® I AITFAT HUHT ATheed! AT
ORI T [T o1l 8318 ¥ 8318 Yargs qH1Ee RIS,

() T HiEee! BOCIAHT HTH T qTI AIHR, HATET HTHAT
AT UG, FHA HeAR! HTHEH! AT FHTT SATAT T IJeATae0ed
TFAT AT AT T FHRTHT AT T ATIBTIRT FRET0T
T G A, THRIcHE HIANSE Al T A5 Bigalg,
fear T A IedTed, Td AT g AEEER gareRr ae
T, «fge TATHATATS T@dl fGel AT FRadcHE daIaes
FATIA T TATEEAT T ATl THAAT I AlEdATedTs IR T
HIATTETE SIS,

@) fadra gwrefeRvars qean e Afgh-gavarr |t
JAT FEHA FTATEIT T, AT Algdr ITHT, Afgar Tqed T
HigdT TAITHCTHT AGATTHT AT AlgaT ST AT, &,
AT T APBIAT JTAATE il GG T JAT AT
FATAHT AledTde TEAN TATSH, ATHISF TREM, a9,
fatrar A, gfafy, ITHMOT qa@taR T facira Fssear 99\ 9w
gfafesra =, Afear faxiar AeRarer yad= 9, w0 qq0
el faqwr FAE 98T gEiEd 11, @i, w2
A gfafasr 9 Ted aHtEd T, STHefearEr afedre
AT TAIRET ARG Te=T T F¥ET T, AfeAesdrs
AT TEART, &TAAT faehTd ¥ a9 T Aqcd IRISTT 9aTe T
T AT AfEeTehl A HISadrs aaar fan,;

(@) ® AT qor qRFeETE Afg dRTees qAvETerRer I
AT [T BT FeAET ¥ AAROHT ST T AAgAATAT AT
A=Y HH T, THEd T FgaAd ANdgRl & qo&d arad
T WA AFATHT AT hirgaiTel Wigelehl Jearaeiiel eTHa ¥
ATIHT IR TS, H giafs Gerer qar daR, Hoa fow
CIEHH T FEIeIT H GIAATIT Tl FReT [axiia, Teie




T oI, FTATaHT SHlewd! Afadiad T qHE Tgadrs 93¢
qI T BT, W FIET T GO FERE T Afdeed a9
AfedTeRT faferse ATavaddaEs T &M T T HTdeeHT qa=Hl
AfedTe®d THAT THAH AR aeedrs ATTHT e,

~ a

(TU) FEAWTT AGUIATS FETIH T TS JSqTIhl AT T, q
THRET AT, Afgh BAETel T THhRIcHE FTAITE T, Hige
FEATNTAT ¥ W SSRAT A Tg=alrs oear fa T farerr T gierore
HIAHATE HigAg®dls SHgEa! s T AEdnId [ghodes
fafafe=a 79 T AT, THAT IEIAHA @FAEE ¥ fasE
& TRl ATfdE EEw qHTEAN B, Fidtd, giaaig ¥ I,
AT FEAT ¥ FooAR fatd TEH el FeITHT Aigdl FHERe® B
AT sFEER Hod die=r I+,

(fafer) RS qRET AT AR qRET ATSATATS q38 T
FIAAN, TR T AT IUTAEEH! JqIT T, ISR ARETE
A T AigATe® AT GGTa=ATH HigdATewer ANIehar 3 /a1
TR-IRTETHEE  ATSHEEAT AT J GRATHT 98a afed I=a
JUITATHT U7 ¥ FHTT Tg= FHAR=T T T TeEl (HaRorAr e
TATST FHLT T ATHHI TRHT A5 A=A HH T,

(fay) Afee afaer @g ARGET afteresr wfgarer dfadr giawr
AR qATSA AFd d9T HHd AdSRIATAl AR IeT®
fagrewr Sfefad THaTa® T AEd HH TH ATarERe g,
HigeTel HHATE Hed fad ¥ IAewdrs GAM qFE@Y GEH T
FTIRIAPT ATATALVIHT AT FRANTT AXATART [THTT T GBI
T Sl grrers dreatied T, FEHT qU 3 IoareAefie Ay
T HATET FTHHT (GgIeaAT SATenied dfge TR T G AieaATe!
AR FRITATS HIHS AT AALATIART T ATTATH ATATH HIATEHT
it T, A fagreaan smenfea 95 9or ¥ Fearaefie A9 T
TGS T, TH TedhT FTHHT AT THTT SATAT, AT BTIEIAHT
A IdTed, AT 9, qAGER ¥ Afged fEar aad 939 T
AT AFATH T JRET T,
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(fefe) ameiror wfeem, 7\ & ¥ TTqAT @ Aiear oA T Afgerd
AT AT ICATEALNA FITATGTHT ATALTH GLehl GUSHT BIAA AT
JeTETH TN AieaTdl FHE ATHR T AfdE qeich b
IR areT qTSH F 9f FIAAT faagt T fadeedrr difq qar
FTAAER! A=A I, G AIEATRT HTH ITH ATTFR T BTIEIAAT
SHEESR  ATERATE qE, SIW T FERNIHl AT T
IHTERE ETHAT ¥ A9 fqeb1d T4, dra=ieerdr YaT T T IAeEa
fairr 7 fefsree Tmmasirerzor @ 9fF ¥ 71 YeRaT qward, |,
focia Fares, Iugad qai yfaldes ¥ IawiasR, fafae gers
qHEEE! WM ¥ =0 amaaes! AfreRe®AT SHeEd 5o
A= T,

(%%) F0T, FEART, e JaT, Ty ¥ frerar wfeerer 95w fatud
FATIA AT AT HAHATHT ATHTASAE (AT T AT HigeATed
ARIHT T THRET feqrept A, ufg=m= gl qFaies T
AIH IUIEE qqAFET T, ¥[H T IJAMIFR T ATARTHAR!
FAAAH AFIHT HigATd! AfgFRATE af==rq T4 T JI0d T
U AYATH T BTG TR T, ST YT JTHIOT &1
AT ST, JATHA T FATRUATS (70 68 3 T FFed ]
AT T FTAAT FETIATHT A Tg= A= T,

(THUH) FXEANTT STETASeT 823 9o Afgel JoT alfeeprel faxia
UM T ATERATHT IR TS a4 A(epg, ATelfHF TaaTa
T faira gtsharen faxira qar fefsiee Are=ar &= q9r q=reel
a1 fqepra T, o= faia daEs, gidew 7 IdEdes
STEAT FHATAERS T [FHRTIAT shige, a=rd, AMHT T fayeor s
AHIE®, Y FATeT ¥ HEed dfhy, M dhUes T
fefSed qehril STEAT T4 STFRUEE I WChHHE® THTEL S |
TG Tl AigATE®H! U T TH TgAATS ddT 5w, qre qwafvad
ARPRATATE T IRIHET IR A (i FHELERRT I daes




HAIATSH, ARV T a7 qRrEarehd T, fairg aamEeieoars
frora=aT fRTa ILeTHT TIHT AT T4 T G & Aiiq ¥
frraer qaarer dfye ghedmers fa=r T,

(STSlT) Gretier RTem qomell T qatdaT qRem ¥ AT qe Afeelr
FAT SATABTRT AT IAE®H! SAAHA T Fo qgH, [Tl
TRETHT ATAREHT ATTABTEEHT AN SHIEEH] FETHR T e TEAT
U< RTeqTeh! ATIehRepT Yad, FFATH, "R ¥ i T, ferset,
TRieTd q, AieATaRT e dfed WAREHT TET, A dfEE
HHAAATR] HAFRUEEATS GrEgT T A4 [diges JAN TR
HARGE® T HSHEY AT T ATHEE garag, Axierd, Favaedl,
FHATHAS ¥ HEATaR(ed U R Fegqad 9ge Ja T,
dAfgep-gaaefe, wxiera T gwmaelt fefiea fareror ardra=orer
AT affeafaes fasar T ¥ GoeT AT ITIFT A=IRATERTF T
JEATTE RTaTars aear fad ¥ ATfearl AiedT ¥ ATlAdemdbl AT
WRERFTT ¥ Iqe AWars A=aar fao; Bt qoreiar Termeas
ATHTN S ATIATER T Al5h TeldIaet® gars+ qdr faemes aar o+
Siferer FeaEEwT fReTiEEe T W Higem JAT ATREEHT
T T THHT BT T IJATSHH AFATH T A T JATIEEATS
HECINIES

(=) e ¥ afqard oratas qur "reafas e, fawme, gfafy,
gfosirafeg T wfora Rremer are arear qan fa<dm qar fefsea
RerefTeraa U, HAHAS, [FREA, FEaqad T FHEE
ferert, STraAqa= foeprs, O-A9HA® TAT FAANIF qNAH AT
e AT, i (™, Sraaid ¥ helaaed [MhrgAr (BRI
FAT el HiGSAT qAT SATADTRT AT FTeATET T AT T4, AT ATHT
Rrerrarg faveawar fad T @1 9 wgd T T rqeniead frar v
TRFEEATs URARE e yara 14, Tfadr fepeiréer qar gar
ATHTEEHT 1Y Uehel ATHTEEDT AT FGHTb 9T Fiietae frem
yfereror faw, Y AreaRTrHT aiferdies, gratde, wreafad frarer
HqrerHaTe faaras-gree T qodrs R afearese qga«drs aear
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fa farere qedtes fam, drfer I==r URAReR! ISR 9T T+ T far
HIATEITHT I(AEHH! FEATNTAT, [ T J9 YT T A= T,

(ATSHTE) T HigdT qAT AABEEATS MRARE TAT HATGP TATEHT
IAdH YT T Alhd HIIGUEE® IUART TH qrad AR
AT TH I SUEEE AqArd I, ARl ATHAT TRTaeh
AiedATe® Rl ATEATATS (AT TebaaTledl @ HH T T Gagad
TATHE @A AT ¥ GHIT Gae® T qTHIH qRaT FTTewdl
HIEFHATE, HIAGE WL, HIq T TS 2197 e, Higdrary
@ Il Eegdl AGY agT o AT qaT A9+ JETET
qraterd dfgd Faaefia, TRivd, U=, fFwmdr, T T
AT T AT 989 qHi=d T, aREar aee, e ¥
RTeTe T A JAT Yo @R YA FFATdT GEe giAted
Tlﬁ-.

)

LN

(STS) ATqcd, THAHMA, qaard BT ¥ ATeRNTAls Jed@dd &9A
FH I T qawrd Rrer, RTer ¥ arcrenferdrer qrd wuERar T 9gia
wifer, T9TERAT T IGiaTE, JAAEHIAT T Gt AT AreeET ao
FAAFT T, JHATE T YHAR 2308, T G qTHT HeTel Igid
IfEReFeE® ¥ TATE ATYfd TRUHT J-fq fauTes, seaadess, T
ATATAT ¥ A E3ATE TATIRHAT AR T, AfeeATE®d! ATTTHTA
Ui HATEEHT Ta=Aehl AN ATHRTIS eI FhhAeedrs AR
I Y9994 T YHARR AR T ATIAHT T 2XAe I I,
4 ¥ faeagheeds Gfsgs T ggfad qfar e s
gfereror fa enfachr aerans, TEEET T TR AMGH FREEE T
Sieadre®s afe=rd 9 T wW@ed gaueEdl Aiedewdl g
LTS FATSH, AT (AR T T GRAEEATE g€ T T WATgeh
gIeTeRTOTeRT AT FaUTIoT T AigdATe®dTs qeTheheu T,

() TAGE T faraaraedl J=aitay AT T TSy ITuTTe!
FIATSTAT AT TEATEAS AT AR FHIET THAT AR TAR
faiTTe, FomT T RTeATer A A qor I\ W YardT geeTdr




T HRET T T g9 @ ¥ Afuererg afted ot
JAT FRHHAAT Thlhd T+, HiEAT IRHIFT T HigATg®D AT
At Y Afgd TATAT WIRAHT TSI SUHT Afgete AT
ARIPRAT AT T YA T AIRR A AT
qrated fawaar Fe Afedtewsr @a= ¥ SrarigEs e T
T = I afaeR qEEsT g e qiedE I, 9rd e
famer, eaTEEd qEerRw ¥ dAfgd gfasdmmare fadm derar
ST favaers greae T,

(TATA) U, PRl Afaal ¥ AT AT e Jar gurer
T FIEEHAT, T W, TATIHNI, TORA, AaLTF T [T
RS &XATe YA, Mar®, fF@iaed, ITaRIHs T qaedid=T
IaTe® ¥ A T I @ &3 Jaes, iy fefqea @
gfafaeg® T AfedT T ATAREEdl T T FATTH AT fawtad
fefstea Sueeoe® afeq @ wiafueewr fadim @ Qs
THTARRT FIAIRIT T WA FEaA®! ATdIrad T AE faazor ¥
foreTa e FAGAET AAEAT T AT e T ATHTSE
AT BT TH HEATERH AN TATT e iHeaieds qaitad
FTHHT FAET T, TAATSH T UGH AT A g, q2aT T A
IRTEE, 9IS a9l SEAaey ¥ qqd INesdls aeegd 19,
ATHEITAE TE ¥ ST &TehT Fawiar Al 9oy T T Sam e
AT AFHNT Y& TH T ARIGT GHETTH! FEdNTHT T
JRedT Afearaed g Afgemr T arfadeesr T fqeaeardy
T TS YT T [G9TAT Tl 90T HIATS I T,

(THUH) ARIad G, ANRE TS T TRATHRT FEATEETTh]
YEFEHAT Afd qqT FAHAEE fqb@ T4, Tl I g,
A=V, AATEE T AAITAE RIS, STHHAT SIS0 =TT
el T JH-QUIAT T Aikides radewd ] draiied Jed Rrer
FAFHEEATS ITATHERAT fa ST fopeiR fopeiréie® ¥ 7ar wfegar 2
QRIEEATE AT d T T afex A 9T T e T4T THaATes
AT, Afgd ATAT T Afgdr g, ATHa Al e,
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HATIATAE TAT JHGIT (T T T8T ¥ HigeATd=Ieh] TFI=HT ek,
HATHTETE T FTAAATTATFRATE I(ad Haed ¥ ANEA [aq q&H
FATSH TAT ATAATATR! FATAH feders SHIewd! HET FRIHRH]
®IH] SHAERI I T, GEATSAE qraedes, Ja7 Ahes,
ATHTETE, FAAATAATARE®, eXaTehales, [Nedes (e T
ek AT FRIEEH! ATTATY, IHEEATE TAATSH THTT T d
SIgHEEAe AThHATS SIRTST F&TH adIg,

(TATA) &¥ae AITARATHT M¥=R T AThd ¥ AT AT aATH
HigdT T ATCAPTEEH TTAAT EXATE T UL FIHB! ATHT [EETTeATS
qfe=d, ®H ¥ TAMEARO I, e¥ATe ¥ ORIl BB qEeHT
HiedT ¥ U UM AR AR ¥ Jghridre agal
fe SUIE® AYATSH ¥ qael Aiqed, M, AiaaEsE T A gal
ASAE® Aled FEAT T Alde® AR T, TE: AT RIS
FTHHTS ATHTEGER ATNT ATRTHETHT HTH T BT SHATATHAT A TATTT
¥ ESIHRT FGISH, HH ¥ AT GRETHT Faldl T qard,
gfata T AEsiae qaes, A, [FREr T URARE ATHIE
qATe®, ATAHe®, 98 AThe® I A ANHACEH AN ATABEEDT
EATE, BT qiadTe® ¥ JATE®d JTadrd HIhd HH T GRald
fraRiESE®l THEIdrars agdr [a;

(3ATEAT) SARRITT T AFATRT HTY TRIeAlqeATs FFarg T IUTT Aqqvad
T el FTHE IATEHE T AMIF FFeddrars qgaa T+
TTATSIR FREAT JUITeAl, |Tasiaeh dar ¥ fawl qaremehl aedr I°
¥ fadreer g e Gedy & Fd A= ATTAAT HBTH
T HigeTdl AT T | & 798 T TRA AR B
Higae®adl del gidHiae g4 g | g9, AfHi=a sHar wH
THE® ¥ Y ddd JUH &Fg® I qHTET T3 9o hIHIRESH!
AT AT QR T W qRedTs aedr fa;

(faftr) e afeReet avra T Aiear 4T feFefRieT ot Saaraiad
ATHINIE TREATHAT qU 8= GAR=d T T AATAE  qaT]




FTH THEEAId Iod X! FETH hidqeh ®IHT FTIRI T
cAfer SRR THTAIRT GHTA, Fed ¥ favaeardt QT qRar
JUITEATSRT TATIAT AT HFEIehT0l ITH;

(RIH) TREATHT TEHT AIEATAAT T AEAT T AT(ARTRT AfTHR FAE
T T Afge GEAAT BTEd T THIEEE qitad aHAEAE, S
o, FATEell, PRIl ¥ A Arasiae JarE SJ¥HT 1o,
ATATNTF JATIRAT ATASATER oAbl TPRICHE ATHEEH! Tie=r
TS, ATHTLATH JcAEdhed TTIA ¥ AlEATEEE! (a1 TaeadTH
ANAE TATST AqAAT eXATEH] FTHATS T T | A1, qa
HigATH! AT HATTGd FH TIT AT &qHATH (qHEaH FednT
TATSH AT AT TSI,

(ARARY) Tt AieelT T Arfereprass (9o TRETT Tee Afee ¥ arfdeee
TSR] ALRREFT ¥ T AT ATTHREBT IO FEATT GAre=d T
fefsraer Twasmr Tl T e Fagady geifawes faaor w9
<ty feftee faamer s 9 Seeael yaToraT oaTivd Jedesar
TSR T (Al &b T Jecr@ia gig I, are fefaae
gdaeaT g Afger Aty AfedrEr W@ Afeer T artdaeed
ANTETATE q5¢ aATgT HiaTed Afhy, dFaTSH qhTAT ©IHH T
fefStea werTrel amT, amfdes afg T faerw facia SuaRueese
Fc'l‘cFl’HTlﬁ;

(THUE) FFATdr ¥ fERTICr wAtRrad gifad T qoar Afedr qor
SITieTepTebT SATRT [STSTael TEHT GRAT TAT oA Fidid TAT FEATAT
TETATS el ¥ Jad T, TH TIRAT il Jcaaehed
¥ wfqefraar afiwafy 7= a9 gfafaer garmETe g9 a1 age Tuw
HiEAT qAT SA(APNIeE g [BEATHl ARATH T IrHATHR IJUTTGE
gy T, fefstea yfafaer wreees a9 wfear ¥ afaeees
T 9gH WHTAL T SgATAHE M0l AN T fefoiad &,
FAFRE ¥ Fradaedl A ¥ (FREdr ggears aear o,
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fefaaa fearge @d afss smawan fefsea feurgears &0 ™
fEQTAT &8 T | FEHA, J4T X qAgRe® dqgad arg 2 fafa=
qTfafde dERTgewa] qIHAT T JUFT G T Gar=d e oo
qTITE® 213 ¥ TR-YANThAle® quT H =T FH ATSUHEmb
ATFRATHT TR 3fRIvTaTe FauTTor ¥ HEATEEehT ETHI T,

(ETET) T, T, ureaer e, grferet, Searaeiie A ¥ wAifad
HTY, faxi STaTI 9 AT [TTTHT JT TAT BT HEEeh!
festred, SaaeaTqe, aoifehor T HTAT=a= T AUTFar TUHT Higa
AT ATfARTH T GERATHT ITHEEET ATTHRET TFATH, FE0
¥ qfeafd T IHEERl U, A T AIqU GEHTNTATATS T AT
HfeT T T qI AARGEE 2SS FEATEwH GIEIH T |
AT AUTFAT HUHT HIEATHT AT TLGRTSTHT HTH, [AATIAT T 7
@A A FETIal AT T FETdE Gaidesdd] FaTaTd Irewdbl
WAl T @Al Heqd I GHH gArgs T ATIhaH IS
SfewaTRr AfTHF WA IHewa! MAfAFar ¥ Afrerars
qUiETel faeptad HIfd ¥ HTARAET FHELT TR A= T,

TF) fE|r T RET, @ AR, Il AT, UTehiddh araedTH T
T &, TSIl @A, EA1 97 g9AR giatyg, q@Eer, fa-e
A ¥ Rrerr AiHa geenmaa fdaftqg ¥ awRawE e faevg ¥
HARTIATS AEATIATRT T AT AT TAT SAT(eThTebl ATTHILERT
TEATE, A0 T 9fq T, @ AT, A 941, geaide ¥
fefstea Fram, oreadra T FaTael Rret, snfearr Afedrer! ISR,
qM ¥ ITekide AIaaad HANEd HH T ATTGE AT Iremdhl

c

TEe GARET T, AGTAAT IAEES qU, GHATHAS T A4
FEANTAT ¥ AqcadTs Jgar fad, T 99 a8 T 9o ey (o ghRamar
ATTEATT TSI T IAe®dl TEeEd JA[ T A Ed+,
94 T grad Gedfqers ST e, A gRadd SIHE
AAEHAA, ATATEARUT T T Jb[T A=ATT T GRETH] I Ewmeh]




T ATy qRAdd FAMRO ¥ AAHAA, ArdrERed F T faug
AT T SHIEwehl WIAThT |V, (AT 3 qeeled, AT
IHTEER AR, I3TE T Griaiee ATl TERIAT Irleed
TR, FTHSE, ATH T ASTANAE AR Afe=TT T

(faf) wifeelt farRoermaa gHrEed afg ¥ fam fae@esr amT I,
TRAEA T TIedehl THITIHT ATTATH HigAT! HEcAqul ARTTA T
TS TP X TNET T AATTRIT TATGATGHT PIbg T
FIATE ST 52 T THEM 3 ATaEwd [TH@ar Iieed
qul, FATH T ALYV FEATNIATATS d@al (& ITIFd HIH =Ted, T
frorer ¥ Afqe a<lt ¥ oTToTer AFATHET AT BATE T A
FTH Aled, a7 AFT T9g T AT AT ATHATT FHIREEFT
AT =17 TR T QRIS ATATaRuIeT TREh WecadTs qre=m
T ¥ qRied, ateda, Fataa T FEr SavarEd ¥ Afaaess
wfeefrerar, e sw fqefiearer faur gam 79 T AariEEE
IrEwd] Hel TUEEHT [FYTUHT S1dT TATS G A8 aelsA
a7 IR, qRied, fHared T g0 TR AT HaH AT, e
AN FH T ¥ AEATHAT Ta7 (ITHR) ISH-TSS, s=d e
TIHIERT FToTTew, faaefl =T ATHES v ad ST T I
HigAT ATATH FTHIREED] AdH AIABEH] Tg= T FTEATITAT
ST TATSH qo fafqe FAIdeedTs IFiee T SUTaes qIea
& fa;

(TegEed) SIS ANIREH! AFER Jadd T TR T qAf=ra e
@A AT, AHIE GRET, T ATdE q9r fara ara, e,
ATSiEd faehrg T difed & saanias aifaw, Ear ¥ geEerare
TREAT T T, Ie®ehl GHAT Tels AT ATESTeh SaTaT 98
FRATE WFR T fefoTad awasfar a0a IMewar d9q0 ¥ qur

FEATRTaTHerd (0 fer fefsieer T AT THa Fv=a TReH,

e 05 [y =




(THRITRT) ITHTOT, | T QTG STHT TErarg T Aieareedrs i
T8d YEIH T ¥ [HateHdr & ¥ Achurad audd Aiedl Gedn
T FH FARHEEATS U T FAA T Alldes AqA13 a1 [
TH FHEH T, Irilewedl WEY T 00 IR T T 3 911
¥ TARTE T T @1 T3 T ATdl A ATHe®HT 9ed 93¢ T,
T FREAT T I G907 YT T, @ Al ORI T AT H
¥ FATCHE W T T AT i Ated aifder iarafaer ae
HEa U FdEEd] EIAT IABEATE qURh a9+ JATHE® 93¢
qTe; HEcaqul YTHIOT JaTdr, 9iH, 9191 T YTeblde Jra adr &,
8T qAT favd aeiRewAT fal 98T ¥ WANTATS Wesieheu I,
T, G T AEGH GAAT FHETE T HieAewd TERET
T qEITAT A ¥ ANTEAHT FaX TH, A0 FIEEHT AT AfmeT
HAPT ATGaTdl Higel ¥ Afgeas qAT qAqA T ATEl TEATHT
AT TIAT T THGT Ak (Taerdre GReqor T f&wil SUANTHr AT
HATEe BT T AGEAT T SATHIT FRETATS T [6;

(ATZATS) HAieaeES! faiid @A=AqmHT e TATSH HEHrEqel faxia
AE-EEeRPAT & I AaT ATIIAFATATE galad ¥ JAaTed
feafq & woamafe gwRTdEs 9 Afedresd ST GHAT ¥ THE
wforee FRAR=T T, A JATEF TEIERT IAMMTFREBT T
TEIIHT [agaTe®dl ATl AL T,

AfsF-dagaeie afdd T aieF Aifdee FAiEaq ™ X
ATEAE AEAEEATS Tg@ T

(Sgorg) Afd AT T T AlgdT qIT ATCABIR! FTHBITHT HIH
T AMTT FIART AT ATTRR, TR, Iiaiees eHar T el
IR T, T TN HH, AIF ¥ i TRenl Mares ¥
T Gl qgqT ATdAblEs AT TATAT T e HbTaeed
e Feaaeiir 3ftchior ¥ gaams Afss siapurarg quda T
AfFAT | FaeToRT, RS AEREHT AiedT q9T AT ARIEER AN




fFRTIl AR AIRIT JAEEHT o= dersd Seedd (aard
e T ASAEwd! [guiTed, [ T HATgTHT FediT qaTs,

() T FHREFT TERIARP! AFATH T AHAT TH FAT T Aqee
FATEIT T T TREMAT RGP HigA@s (A6 g1 &
TSI ATTR, ATESTe qAT T ATHINSTH FREATHT ATNT TR
ATNT e HERTd AUHr ghr=ra T,

qfgern qar arferrrRr TfvEr st ARt AT S faedm
& faea ™

(@Ey) faxd &= faer 74 T Afgarer RE = 1 oade qur
ATATNTF TRATTHT FedRT qATS [2eHT Heaesdrs 93¢ T,
YU SEH T FIEART AFATAAT IATBIUH] AT b{eg il
ferir faeprarars TRferd 9 T @ qEAT TR, gEfEd T qEeTd
iRt HremHare feRl TR Al AdRcHE gATaeTE
LA Aiger dqAT AAREEATE FATGT TH =RH  ITRET
AR T, I TFREFT AIEAA T FHATIANAT T TR
TRETHT FABR T FATH g TFATET T Tchlel, SATIF T AL
SUTIE® qqATT T,

(TRTT) Higdr a1 aifasdrers TATad T9 =RA T TgATATHE TRATATIT
T JHRFT TR ARl AN FTTATTTAT Feer@ATT qhg T T
Irerare fasraefia geeEars qaata, fair 7 gare faeme fad
e TRIIA ATchABATATS SR e ey, qoraeft ¥ faa
FRIMET faird W1 AR T qIRET AT FEH =ATe,

(STErer) THE T3 GHheeAl ATl HIeaHaTe Yaeid ard, Aleieh 2
HIYT AT F7d YT T A= T Afgeh-shirgd qwe= (Bond)
STRIT dafe T A ¥ fHamas gferers 93 9,

(SIS ) TTEWTE GAHT T GAGEHT AT5eh-IARETAT T T TANBFATS
AT T 3 FIH AT, T HIEAT ¥ ATcAebTgeebl GThebor
¥ <ifge TUAATHT AT T AT ¥ 4T Aot T Hfqeseed!
AAeEdT Glede® av TH I Irle®dl TATIHRI  FHAaT

—_—




gHt=d T, A, asie adr A gtRAmr 9ReRiar ¥
TATREdT AfTatg T, Feie Huger gEATaT dfge gaEEe
afg= T ARATHER qaerva T4, Aigeh AT T g Higer qor
ATARTEED] FATHEBIUHT AT D] ATTHA T HeATg T

qgdl T AITREEH! [aehTa T FFETHI I,

(T =) | AR qU, THN T AIYU GeATNTATATE dear fawer are
AT aoifcs, Afgd SR aiadl YBRAT ¥ 9RumHAted g
YATE®! ATITHTHET G T AN TeANTar 3 qa AT
FEFH TAT YATH FRATEATH] TRERTAT T Tarhareal q=a
TR goia IRATAT Higar Afaedrara §¥dr ¥ Aigdrara qHedl
AR FEaThTaTdTs dredtted T,

([BFE) AT T T AT 91 a9ie At giRarerg qge a9,
g iea Afedr ¥ fHeiiesEd AT T FAHeE GHTEE T
TXHRATE AT TAT FRRHERH AT (FaRo, fafadrs= T amn
T e FATSA | TFHT AY AT fAror ¥t ybRarar v
Tiuer Afse faeduor 9 ¥ 99 AATAgEE R AHATETS U T
AMGF Adeed Higa@Edl I (g~ g1 Hearsd T6 Fa
TS |

(SToreT) FATAEfl T YTl AR FR Tehiel Jaadrs a4+
T, SOl i &g faear TR Y FeTaedars a3 A
fair gatears o= T qHEe g | "iedes ¥ Eeieese
Sirareafeet fafaer ==, fasreTdr T e faEe | Ay
T ATATHHT TR I [q9oRT Higares ¥ fheiieesd straqas
= TRUHT AR AcAtged RAT EATSHHl AT Aldes (Haerd
-

)

(FIRR) FT JOTATEE GHISTHT Tl A5 JATIEATE AT A9 T
FATS AfGT T F Aqew diges GHAATHT I THTEIHT FeATSH
T, AledeEdre H1H T AdeeHdl 9ge ST RIS gredried T




¥ I=AAH AT TUH Ahewedls g9 T [MTH &HAThd X s
Y Afqeedrg a9 Giaeiie aHrs ®aH =Med T =F a1 & A1
U AledTe®dls AT ®IHT FAT T HY JTArars A,

(=1er) fergem smanfed Hewr dewra saere (i) Temdr #Y afaeg T A
AT TRA TATHHT FHT T S FIH Ao I, ATl FLehl
TS TRETRT AfEeTHTHT ARG TATIAH 19 Aiede® T
FETEwB] ATNT AT FH T HAT8E G T halgwehl ol el
HETT T |

(F2Q) T IFHE I T AT TR FALT T HI{Tee T BTahHEEHT
B2 (Subsidy) T FR UIcaTed e vda&ad [dare 9 drearied
T I |

(338) AT HIT FHIET, TTHTAT T T AT ILHT | =T
qREcd T A FAAATS AR T T ATAIAFATHT el [aebraefia
AEEATS FEANT T AAATHT foreaqr 1, faeprarsfier reaerrs afeer
HUATE F=A T ATIH H FhH AMGH TSR AT Hehe
AITIAH] IUTIE® FATEIT T Hgd I, fapraeiia Tedewa
O AT grEtead T4 FAdeEars afgd T T ad
HUETATATE HOT (edfcerl fafIaT sEwar qwargs THw Qi aHq=ag
¥ GIRR dgUeTd FIHewdH! AN T, T Gahl Hecdqul HIHe,
feafd sIER, | AR T A GAIEAT TH FAATS AT Ghehl
BT, TG T FHTATH] ®IHT TE=TT T |

(TSS) A AT FUH T HAH-ATT TUH AEe® S aTdAd HIT A8d
FISTATHT THTIT S TXAT ACEEDT AT U AFEATITRT AT
T (R T | AT IAEEHT TAT HTAR TR ZAT fadr faepra
ALAEE, g FHAAT T T HigelE® T ATThlaedh] FeTTchehurhT
ANT ATEAITF AAe® TATSTH] AaAT AT Fdl AUbA I
feqzaret wemams e fad ST HeAaw T SreeTele O SEaATI_
¥ AU FAS U FHTITT FHTIT T, |

—_—




fom srdaeat T guTSERT ht Aut fawaedr wHifage fwior
qeartEa ™ |

(TE) AfEATERT Fqca TRTHT T AlgATs! WA qUH! AT THAT
TGS FIUHHEER! IATEr T T Al U T HAfgelTe]
AT TR eheuTeTs aedl [ad T e dfg, TRET =ATHITHT Hgd
TATSTH! AT WiEeThl IATEF T AT T9 ATHBTATE AT
famg | SHIE®d! OXe, & T A=Rigd SATARAT AIqU T FAH
EATRTAT GHNAT T FAATciTeed qeaiey T | a1, faepreeiea
IEEHT [T [T AT adhdleedrs qearead T M aed
fareprar gae ™ T | faeToerer faepraeiier Aedesd eRifted SaTIRd
AT faepr, el g7, fa faerd, de=mrcds s ¥
SAREUATS JqGT TS A BT e T

(UrUTeT)  gR-aferer, wferor-sfeger ¥ By wEerdrs @EEer e
A=RIMET T &A1 AEHhAATs 3¢ I T AT I(EA-T(eT0T FEehrd
STY-EIT0T AEHTIR] b &l Tl HT AT [, FTHRT faepreest
JrAfhaTEeaT Bigd ge, (APl IEEAT THAEHNT ST
FHTOT FTaTearae e, ¥ Sohte ASATAEEH ATETAIRTTHTER T 3170
FfeTor ¥ TrbIi FEerdars yade T T ALEEArg ATedr T
TIEHR, ATRE U ¥ (Aol &bl FgTiirarated I faar fabm
AEE BN T AT ATAAEEATS THIT T,

(@A) apiad ACEEdTs ATl ATIFIE [ahra T qdagares,
faepTarelidl ITSCe®dT AT ATHT FHA AT ATTH 0,9 Fiqerd
¥ %H fadfad Iegemear AT 0.94 df@ 0.30 giqerd, quETHAT
FHTITEIA T GreATied T, T eTaare! THadrRaTH T TaEETl
AT THIAAT T TRETHT et Aleae® T Flemd! qecheburaT
AHgd e fabrafia Tewd [go™ @8 ¥ Ievaes W
T gredtted T, Afge qEar afae T, dfeer T afaseedrs
T AT, TXATHT THTT T ¥ GAEEHT IR ATIS A5
Feroraied (o Tae=drg gar T AT TW@IAE T Jdcd

AARET & T BT W€ G | Afgdl T ¥ THewdTs
FAT IRTS T ! I |




(TTF) TS ARTRE THSTHT AR ¥ GRATE@PT AN ARETT T FEAIT
FTATERTT AT T | ARTRE qHTS AATe®edl AT Fierdr, [,
ATeedl, T TEANTT A adr et faxir geanT gty T Tne
T THET RN Tedaeedls NAHHar (o T ATaedhdTaTan
At AT 9T ARt TR FITHA ¥ TAThafedrars 43¢
TATIA;

(3TF) AfeATEEH! AHEF TSH, TEHNT, I8 IHIT T TIeEdTs HH
T ATIPR T B T ATTRRBT FIEAT T FFIGT 9 FHIT T,
STEHT TSHHT AT, STTI0 AT ¥ e Aararsiy T Gar
A FAF AT TA SATAT GHTE G | FTHF! HAATAT WAT5eh
THAT T Aigdl ThAIH HaRgeEahl AUHITH T FelsHard
T HH ANG ¥ HAHA [SNed ¥ HAEaTHl e, TEhr,
A[TITEe, HHE FISA6E ¥ Aigell FHIREEH GEEe, TSR T
TRIR gl eaiirar gfafeerg 79 Sifde® sty TR |
T quf, gaaredefier ¥ HAMGd HTHEl abTed T4 T T Afgdres,
fereTsRTeT TRETHT AT=iRe ! AfgeTa®d! AN ATIHR T AT faazordT
TR HARIAT T AT FeeEdrs aHdT 16s;

() T HigelT T arferept, feToRTey ieer Afegelr T afereprept, AAa AfThR
T FAAAT JAUT ¥ TR T AN THSEH Afth, GEIE®E, I8
AfEE T AMCT AT ATIPR AEAEEH HedIu AHBTATS
THIT T | 4T FRAHRATAT AU HigeAT HIAS AT BHIDT FETT
T ANT HEH ATed T AIAT AT IET THHT AT e
ardraRy fasir T, Afge gt qumer T, dEdmE A T
AT APR Sodad T TEOANTH FHETT ITH, STTAT ATAET T
ARHATSH g, THFER, &, T ufdeite THTaeT 3 | a7, Aeresed
ATIRIREBT T BT ATNT BIAAT FIoAAT AZE T, [T RTHT Algar
AAATEREFHT AT g fEar ¥ Ie9Ed! favg IqRem Javd T |
THT AT AgioTg ST T FIAATSTAT, dgal (979 FFpT qTROmH
¥ 3030 TST=ETHl 9T, JHATERNT T ATd FEATEIT T,

1 [t —




([A9) T¥9 T ATAFEEATs dfgd GHTAT ¥ HigeT T ATCrehEwed
FIHBI YT bl ATNT URATTRT GaTeeh, ATl TOHIias
AR T HAH ®IAT URETd F@ T 99 & | SEHr
AE®d ATTdE FATHBO T AFERdl ATHR T D]
AT I FHTAET T I8, | TAA ATgeh ATHTAT (BT ATHTT
oTfeh T, BT, AT T graifee feafq, afse qatve T gaes
SO Aigdl ¥ AMfddes [aeg Ta9d I TRETH! Aleardr Stedr
TRT MISUHT FRUEEATS G T WL T & | TIH AT 7Y T
AAbEEd AHEEE T [SFaEEars grrgd T Ated Fiqee
T FAHHEED! [ol1ed ¥ HATAAT I FATAL AT | ST
ETHATE T O HIHAT Higdl T R (FTFareeEd] GH [aaqee
It B IS | 99, T AFAT T SATATHT BTHRT [T, ST
FTAAEwH FATEAT ¥ Afedl T AfAFEEAT [Gar T9 ATAT farl
AR AIATe®s T Afedl T AldadeEds T80 T arddasdl
TAAH] FHSR A AAGHAEEATs GalSTHT e 4w | STl

T ITHAT T Higell ATHF AR BLITHAT ARTEH TATI T,

(Tq9) dIRATRE TREAT qAT ATHISE  ASHLIRl g TH  Higal
¥ ANAFEEds A T WX TREl AEad agaArdrEr Tieard
THTT GUTTT THh! 1T TRAR-hirgd HIqeedT a1 T, Aiger
T ATt frerr, arfew, fasma ¥ wfata, @red J&r, Aee,
ATATNTR  AREATHT HTAHH, STABMATSTTHR ATTEw, T ATHISAD
R SUIEEdTs Wafaear fae, aaartas 3 qikarked siawe
eI ATdATs Jaed T AR qar=aeuiia TehaTel (Intergenerational
solidarity) AMR=AAr AMTHATE® I EXATEHAHI AN ATA ST
U TR T 9 AThewdl AN Gw = ATl Jiaer Iar I+,

FEATATHT MIEaFaeel 82T T dATS 99 T

(FHH) AN TATF FAGIEE T THN ALAEEH Har oy,
I T HIAATT GTaes ST ST 956 TSR | sy
fareTerefiel ATgeEaTs, ST TR faafted a1 T afss




JaTs Hhad, [aeeuul, TERYER T AR 9 960 aarsq a9 |
JFAT TRETHT STETATYA TRREHT AfGeAT T ATTAhIehl ST, A=
T AT AT, TRARITADT AT T oA fqa=or fa=m dererer
eTHTE ¥ B HH, I idewHT Higareseal dad, fAa=I
T e, qAT " dghl T UERATAT SHIE®el HEHTTar
U g Ig | A, g, IER, Wfa, siqaarn, Jentes feafd,
aryarae feafq, srerhar, T, Rrem T o= faeTdreT ATaREr S5
U, FRIRT T FHIHT IqeAed Sal Gir=rd =0 e fAArrarg
FEANT TS & IS,

(eTee) TRATHT TEehT AT TTRETRT SEAHAT WEebT Afger T {epeiriasedt
FATATEER] FENGT T AT T FRRHEEH [SolTgH, HTAT=aT T
HeATSAdTE grad T, ATETTTE THTRRT, 9Tl waffad TR
foSTT T AFHAAT TS AT SFEEHT Sel YANH ATAEEH
Feay T [qATSIH TRUHT 2T Fhead ¥ [TATres JUTARTd GHhar
e T,

(q7s7) famir faeprerer gaiferepr wameRr @it fawqa ¥ Afgw-daseef
AIIEUEE® [ TH, T & Meed Icded (GDP) @8 ATH
AR AT THE AFATs TReb a9 a1 IR T Fa g4 v | AT
ATIIUEEEd ATYF ¥ ATHIE IITAT AlgdArsl TH Jqad] XATe
T O HHH! HA T ANEHATS ATIE ®TAT AT T AT faq
T | T, AR A FEhrdT 97 quTefy 3P quATIy e
forr 7 unfafes FEdmT AT TB= A= T 91 |

Y. NI I3fSTg STT0mas T HAASTATRl FAlATeR] AN ATF THE
HTHePT TP e, ST THH] BAH! AR Bl | THA 030 TS{=eTehl
FATEAAEr Afted, & T favaedr aamar dfye FHmar ?
g uwfeet T fmeiieesl quithdordrg qwEred T TAET T
Hecdqul WUH e famg | Ard, aufey SR AT 1
030 TSEThl Afsep-Faaaefier welad &= Feahrd grfv=rd T

AT TEehl TATIE, |

| —




Y&, ATIRT TI<h TCHGHRT JUTANTT (HPAeEdTs, Jrewdh! AT-ATH

19,

FAEANTT, WY FF TEAedd Fraeieed (e gmes ¥ faiae
THRATAT TR Hewdls, Gaed Ae®dl ATAUTH]  IAeEad!
YAHEEHT I TH ATedrd Teg | AT TATaesHr gd Afger
¥ FopeiRIe®Edl qicheeurdrs Jaee Q. Tl fHamor, Feamewsadr
AR T WATgeh 3TpUAEd (aiid Aaeed eI
AT AT BT T AT GHEAL |

AN FY<h ACASHT gl FHAAT T Higel Ffchaor
T (UN Women) ®T% dfss THMAT Yaed T ¥ 9o Higa
g1 [PeTRIE®R] AUATHPLTHT Hgd AR o =R AT
TEG, | TIT GRHWT T AMTA dAfeh TANAT GIAGEATS IATEEH]
AAGAT FHIT A, FIH A YUTCATR] FHAT T T ANTE
THETS, e &, ARG A eAe®, ¢ Aades a9l o=
T RIFRATAREATS Fel TEHT Fei RT3 e, agiorg oo
T HTIATIAT qAT R030 TSrgThl ATGh-Faaeier FravaaTdh
quf, THTEET T A FTAEITH] FGednT T ATedT Tag, | Higa
7 freitieesr gertheeorar e fod fadmmer wifedt framomn
ARTETH AT ¥ WAf5e 3Chugied TLATewmedl el qar
foiTar Frdesed! SHGEI=AT AT faq reard g |
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Accelerating the achievement of gender equality and the
empowerment of all women and girls by addressing
poverty and strengthening institutions and financing with
a gender perspective

Agreed conclusions

1. The Commission on the Status of Women reaffirms the Beijing Declaration and
Platform for Action,' the outcome documents of the twenty-third special session of
the General Assembly? and the declarations adopted by the Commission on the
occasion of the tenth, fifteenth, twentieth and twenty-fifth anniversaries of the Fourth
World Conference on Women, and stresses the need to further strengthen their
implementation.

2. The Commission reiterates that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,?
the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women*
and the Convention on the Rights of the Child,’ and the Optional Protocols thereto,®
as well as other relevant conventions and treaties, such as the International Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,” the International Covenant on Civil and

Report of the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing, 4—15 September 1995 (United
Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.1V.13), chap. I, resolution 1, annexes I and II.

2 General Assembly resolution S-23/2, annex, and resolution S-23/3, annex.

3 General Assembly resolution 217 A (11I).

4 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1249, No. 20378.

° Ibid., vol. 1577, No. 27531.

® Ibid., vol. 2131, No. 20378; and vols. 2171, 2173 and 2983, No. 27531.

7 See General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.
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Political Rights,® the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities,” the
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination '°
and the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant
Workers and Members of Their Families!! provide an international legal framework
and a comprehensive set of measures for realizing gender equality and the
empowerment of all women and girls and the full and equal enjoyment of all their
human rights and fundamental freedoms throughout their life course.

3. The Commission reaffirms that the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action
and the outcome documents of its reviews, and the outcomes of relevant major United
Nations conferences and summits and the follow-up to those conferences and
summits, have laid a solid foundation for sustainable development and that the full,
effective and accelerated implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for
Action will make a crucial contribution to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development'? and to achieving gender equality and the empowerment
of all women and girls.

4. The Commission emphasizes the mutually reinforcing relationship among
achieving gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls, and the full,
effective and accelerated implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for
Action and the gender-responsive implementation of the 2030 Agenda. It
acknowledges that achieving gender equality and the empowerment of all women and
girls and women’s full, equal, effective and meaningful participation and decision-
making in addressing poverty and strengthening institutions and financing with a
gender perspective is essential for achieving sustainable development, promoting
peaceful, just and inclusive societies, enhancing inclusive and sustainable economic
growth and productivity, ending poverty in all its forms and dimensions everywhere
and ensuring the well-being of all. It recognizes that women and girls play a vital role
as agents of change for sustainable development.

5. The Commission reaffirms the commitments to gender equality and the
empowerment of all women and girls made at relevant United Nations summits and
conferences, including the International Conference on Population and Development
and its Programme of Action '3 and the outcome documents of its reviews. It
recognizes that the 2030 Agenda, the SIDS Accelerated Modalities of Action (SAMOA)
Pathway, ! the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030,' the
Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third International Conference on Financing for
Development,'® the New Urban Agenda,'” the World Summit for Social Development
and the political declaration of the high-level meeting on universal health coverage'®
contribute, inter alia, to achieving gender equality and the empowerment of all women
and girls and the full realization of all their human rights and fundamental freedoms
by addressing poverty and strengthening institutions and financing with a gender

8 Tbid.

° United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2515, No. 44910.

19 Tbid., vol. 660, No. 9464.

1 Ibid., vol. 2220, No. 39481,

12 General Assembly resolution 70/1.

13 Report of the International Conference on Population and Development, Cairo, 5—13 September
1994 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.95.XIII.18), chap. I, resolution 1, annex.

14 General Assembly resolution 69/15, annex.

15 General Assembly resolution 69/283, annex II.

16 General Assembly resolution 69/313, annex.

17 General Assembly resolution 71/256, annex.

8 General Assembly resolution 74/2.
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perspective. The Commission recalls the Paris Agreement adopted under the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.'®

6.  The Commission reiterates that the 2030 Agenda needs to be implemented in a
comprehensive manner, reflecting its universal, integrated and indivisible nature,
taking into account different national realities, capacities and levels of development,
and respecting each country’s policy space and leadership while remaining consistent
with relevant international law and commitments, including by developing cohesive
sustainable development strategies to achieve gender equality and the empowerment
of all women and girls. The Commission affirms that Governments have the primary
responsibility for the follow-up to and review of the 2030 Agenda at the national,
regional and global levels with regard to progress made.

7.  The Commission further recalls the Declaration on the Right to Development,?’
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples?' and the New
York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants.??

8. The Commission acknowledges the important role played by regional
conventions, instruments and initiatives, and their follow-up mechanisms in their
respective regions and countries, in the achievement of gender equality and the
empowerment of all women and girls, including by addressing poverty and
strengthening institutions and financing with a gender perspective.

9.  The Commission reaffirms that the promotion and protection of, and respect for,
the human rights and fundamental freedoms of all women and girls, including the
right to development, which are universal, indivisible, interdependent and
interrelated, are crucial for the full and equal participation of women and girls in
society and for women’s economic empowerment and should be mainstreamed into
all policies and programmes. It also reaffirms the need to take measures to ensure that
every person is entitled to participate in, contribute to and enjoy economic, social,
cultural and political development and that equal attention and urgent consideration
should be given to the promotion, protection and full realization of civil, political,
economic, social and cultural rights, in particular by addressing poverty and
strengthening institutions and financing with a gender perspective.

10. The Commission recognizes the importance of relevant International Labour
Organization standards related to the realization of women’s right to work and rights
at work. It recalls the decent work agenda of the International Labour Organization
and the International Labour Organization Declaration on Fundamental Principles and
Rights at Work and notes the importance of their effective implementation.

11. The Commission recognizes that progress in achieving gender equality, the
empowerment of all women and girls and the full enjoyment of their human rights
has been held back owing to the persistence of poverty. It acknowledges that the
Beijing Platform for Action identifies that poverty affecting women and girls is
directly related to, inter alia, the absence of economic opportunities and autonomy,
lack of access to economic resources, including credit, land ownership and
inheritance, lack of access to quality education and support services and women’s
limited participation in the decision-making process due to, inter alia, systematic
failures that may lead to exclusion and discrimination.

12. The Commission acknowledges that multiple and intersecting forms of
discrimination and marginalization are obstacles to the achievement of gender
equality and the empowerment of all women and girls in addressing poverty and

19 See FCCC/CP/2015/10/Add.1, decision 1/CP.21, annex.
20 General Assembly resolution 41/128, annex.

2l General Assembly resolution 61/295, annex.

22 General Assembly resolution 71/1.
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strengthening institutions and financing with a gender perspective. It respects and
values the diversity of situations and conditions of women and girls and recognizes
that some women face particular barriers to their empowerment. It stresses that, while
all women and girls have the same human rights, women and girls in different
contexts have particular needs and priorities, requiring appropriate responses.

13.  The Commission expresses concern that eradicating poverty in all its forms and
dimensions, including extreme poverty, is the greatest global challenge and that the
feminization of poverty persists. It notes that eradicating poverty in all its forms and
dimensions is an indispensable requirement for sustainable development, social
justice, gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls and their human
rights; and recognizes the importance of taking positive action, including in the form
of policies and partnerships, at the local, national, regional and international levels,
that address existing inequalities, among and within countries, in the distribution of
and access to services, resources and infrastructure, as well as access to food, water,
health, quality education, training and opportunities for employment and decent work
in urban and rural, remote and maritime areas and other human settlements in order
to break the cycle of intergenerational poverty and vulnerability.

14. The Commission recognizes with deep concern that women and girls are at
greater risk of poverty and experience higher poverty rates than men and boys and
that the gender poverty gap is projected to persist. It acknowledges that, currently,
10.3 per cent of women are living in extreme poverty and, if current trends continue,
an estimated 8 per cent of women worldwide (342 million) will be subsisting on less
than $2.15 a day in 2030, most of them in sub-Saharan Africa. It further notes with
concern that women and girls in poverty experience multiple and compounding
deprivations that are intensified by other dimensions of inequality, including race,
colour, sex, age, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social
origin, property, birth, disability or other status, and their experiences of poverty are
shaped by negative social norms and gender stereotypes.

15. The Commission recognizes that global challenges and emergencies, including
those related to health, energy and food security, natural disasters and geopolitical
tensions and wars often disproportionately affect women and girls, and that these have
pushed people, in particular women and girls, further behind and into extreme
poverty.

16. The Commission reaffirms the right to food and recognizes that women and girls
are disproportionately affected by hunger, food insecurity and poverty, which are
exacerbated by gender inequality and discrimination. It notes with concern that it is
estimated that almost twice as many women as men suffer from malnutrition and that,
in many countries, girls are twice as likely as boys to die from malnutrition and
preventable childhood diseases. It recognizes the critical role of women in both short-
and long-term responses to food insecurity, malnutrition, excessive price volatility
and food crises in developing countries, and acknowledges women’s contribution to
more than 50 per cent of the food produced globally and that they represent 70 per
cent of agricultural workers.

17. The Commission recalls that the human rights to safe drinking water and to
sanitation are essential for the full enjoyment of life and all human rights by women
and girls. It is deeply concerned that water scarcity and disruptions to supply induced
by, inter alia, climate change, environmental degradation and disasters
disproportionately affect women and girls, with women walking long distances or
waiting hours in queues to obtain water, which restricts their time for other activities,
such as education and leisure, or for women earning a livelihood.

18. The Commission remains deeply concerned that all women and girls, especially
in developing countries, including small island developing States, and particularly
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those in vulnerable situations, are often disproportionately affected by the adverse
impacts of climate change, environmental degradation, biodiversity loss, extreme
weather events and natural disasters and other environmental issues, such as land
degradation, desertification, deforestation, sand and dust storms, persistent drought,
floods, sea level rise, coastal erosion and ocean acidification, including disproportionate
exposure to risk and increased loss of life and livelihoods, and reiterates its deep
concern over the challenges posed by climate change to the achievement of
sustainable development and poverty eradication. It recalls that the parties to the Paris
Agreement acknowledged that they should, when taking action to address climate
change, respect, promote and consider gender equality, the empowerment of women
and girls and intergenerational equity and, in this context, also recalls the adoption of
the second gender action plan by the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change at its twenty-fifth session.

19. The Commission recalls the establishment of the women and peace and security
agenda and reaffirms that the full, equal and meaningful participation of women in
all stages of peace processes, conflict prevention, conflict resolution and
peacebuilding is one of the essential factors for the maintenance and promotion of
international peace and security.

20. The Commission strongly condemns all forms of violence against women and
girls, which are rooted in historical and structural inequalities and unequal power
relations between men and women. It reiterates that all forms of violence against
women and girls, in public and private spheres, online and offline, including sexual
and gender-based violence, such as sexual harassment, rape, gender-related killings,
including femicide, and harmful practices such as child, early and forced marriage
and female genital mutilation, as well as child and forced labour, trafficking in
persons and sexual exploitation and abuse, are pervasive, underrecognized and
underreported, particularly at the community level. It remains deeply concerned by
the magnitude of various forms of violence against women and girls, including
violence that occurs through or is amplified by the use of technology, and the
significant physical, sexual, psychological, social, political and economic harm that
it causes throughout their life course. It expresses deep concern that women and girls
may be particularly vulnerable to violence because of multidimensional poverty,
including intergenerational poverty, disability and limited or lack of access to justice,
effective legal remedies and psychosocial services, including protection,
rehabilitation and reintegration, and to health-care services. It re-emphasizes that
violence against women and girls is a major impediment to the achievement of gender
equality and the empowerment of all women and girls and that it violates and impairs
or nullifies their full enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms.

21. The Commission recognizes that systemic bias embedded in the economic and
social structures of society expose women and girls to a disproportionately high risk
of violence and that, in turn, violence heightens women’s risk of poverty, economic
hardship, financial dependence, economic exclusion and homelessness, including in
old age, because of, inter alia, the associated out-of-pocket health expenditures, loss
of earnings and unequal participation in the labour market, which can translate into
limited or no access to contributory social security benefits. It further condemns all
violence experienced by women that comprises actions aimed at making women
financially dependent or exerting abusive control of finances, and recognizes that the
economic independence of women can expand their options for leaving abusive and
violent relationships.

22. The Commission acknowledges the need to address the effects of armed conflict
and post-conflict situations on women and girls, including victims and survivors of
sexual violence.

24-05678 5/27

—_—




E/CN.6/2024/L.3

23. The Commission recognizes that poverty, unemployment, lack of socioeconomic
opportunities and pervasive gender inequality are among the underlying causes that
make women and girls vulnerable to trafficking. It expresses serious concern over the
significant and enduring trafficking of women and girls, recognizes that trafficking in
persons disproportionately affects them, and stresses the need for Member States to
enact or update national laws and establish comprehensive policies, programmes and
other measures that prevent trafficking and provide for the protection of trafficked
women and children, including girls, from revictimization and appropriate assistance
and protection in the best interests of the child. It further stresses the importance of
coordinating national measures and international cooperation to enhance the positive
effects of all anti-trafficking efforts.

24. The Commission also recognizes that the empowerment of and investment in
girls are critical, including for the eradication of poverty in all its forms and
dimensions, including extreme poverty, and that the strengthening of their voice,
agency and leadership are among key factors in breaking the cycle of gender
inequality, in eliminating all forms of discrimination, violence and poverty and in
promoting and protecting the full and effective enjoyment of their human rights and
fundamental freedoms. The Commission further recognizes that empowering girls
requires their active participation in decision-making processes and as agents of
change in their own lives and communities.

25. The Commission stresses the urgency of eliminating persistent historical and
structural inequalities, including economic inequality, racism, racial discrimination,
xenophobia and related intolerance, and recognizes the overall rise in instances of
discrimination, intolerance and violence, regardless of the actors, directed against
members of many religious and other communities in various parts of the world,
including cases motivated by Islamophobia, antisemitism, Christianophobia and
prejudices against persons of other religions or beliefs, discrimination based on
stigmatization, gender stereotypes, discriminatory laws, policies and negative social
norms, unequal power relations, the unequal distribution of unpaid care and domestic
work between women and men and within the household and all forms of violence,
including sexual and gender-based violence. It further acknowledges that such
deprivations are among the root causes of the feminization of poverty.

26. The Commission recognizes that, despite gains in providing access to quality
education, girls are still more likely than boys to remain excluded from education. It
also recognizes that among the barriers to girls’ equal enjoyment of their right to
education there are specific barriers that girls face, such as the feminization of
poverty, child labour undertaken by girls, child, early and forced marriage, female
genital mutilation, early and repeat pregnancies, all forms of violence, including
gender-based violence, sexual violence, abuse and harassment on the way to and from
and at school, in their technology-mediated environment, the lack of safe and
adequate sanitation facilities, including for affordable menstrual hygiene
management, the disproportionate share of unpaid care and domestic work performed
by girls and gender stereotypes and negative social norms that lead families and
communities to place less value on the education of girls than that of boys and may
influence the decision of parents to allow girls to attend school.

27. The Commission reaffirms that the commitment to continue to increase
investments in inclusive, affordable and equitable quality education and lifelong
learning opportunities, including early childhood education, youth and adult literacy
programmes and initiatives, digital education, cultural education, education for
sustainable development, digital technologies for education, skills enhancement,
affordable higher education and vocational training, is essential to help women and
girls to overcome poverty and vulnerability. In this regard, it emphasizes the
importance of addressing the shortage of qualified teachers and inadequate curricula,
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school equipment and infrastructure. It further reaffirms the importance of the
empowerment of women and girls in and through education and safe, healthy and
stimulating learning environments that enable all learners to achieve their full
potential and physical, mental and emotional well-being.

28. The Commission expresses concern about the unequal pace of social and
economic development and access to education within and among countries and the
structural and systemic barriers undermining women’s and girls’ ability to securely
access equitable and quality education and to become equipped with the knowledge,
awareness and skills for their social empowerment and women’s economic
empowerment, especially in developing countries, including the least developed
countries, and small island developing States and African countries.

29. The Commission reaffirms that the right to the enjoyment of the highest
attainable standard of physical and mental health is crucial for gender equality and
the empowerment of women, including their economic empowerment and their full,
equal and meaningful participation and leadership in public and private life. It
recognizes that the provision of safe water, sanitation, hygiene, waste and electricity
services is fundamental for achieving universal health coverage, strengthening
primary health care, improving quality care and reducing the costs and impacts of the
spread of antimicrobial resistance. It is deeply concerned that progress in reducing
maternal mortality has stagnated in recent years, with almost 95 per cent of deaths
occurring in low- and lower-middle-income countries. It also recognizes that the
causes, experiences and consequences of poverty can have a disproportionate impact
on women and girls and that they may have limited or no access to safe, available,
affordable, accessible, quality and inclusive health-care services, including those
related to mental health, maternal and neonatal health, and menstrual health and
hygiene management, and underlines the need for ensuring universal access to sexual
and reproductive health-care services, including for family planning, information and
education. It further recognizes that women with physical and mental health
conditions are more vulnerable to experiencing sexual and gender-based violence and
that violence is a risk factor for mental health conditions, non-communicable diseases
and chronic health conditions.

30. The Commission further recognizes that women and girls undertake a
disproportionate share of unpaid care and domestic work, which limits women’s
ability to participate in the labour market and decision-making processes and occupy
leadership positions and poses significant constraints on women’s and girls’ education
and training and on women’s economic opportunities and entrepreneurial activities,
including in the context of addressing poverty and strengthening institutions and
financing with a gender perspective. It stresses the need to recognize and adopt
measures to reduce, redistribute and value unpaid care and domestic work by
promoting the equal sharing of responsibilities between women and men and girls and
boys within the household and by prioritizing, inter alia, sustainable infrastructure,
social protection policies and accessible, affordable and quality social services,
including care services, childcare and paid maternity, paternity or parental leave.

31. The Commission acknowledges that women and girls, throughout their life
course, including adolescent girls, experience multidimensional forms of poverty and
often have limited access to critical infrastructure such as water, sanitation and
electricity, which, inter alia, restricts their time for other activities, such as education
and leisure, or, for women, earning a livelihood. It acknowledges that the higher
likelihood of career interruptions, part-time employment, lower earnings,
concentration in the informal sector and more time spent on unpaid care and domestic
work, which limits women’s agency to decide how to spend their time, results in
women having fewer assets, savings and social protection benefits, such as pension,
health insurance or paid sick leave.
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32. The Commission stresses that Member States, who bear the main responsibility
for social integration and social inclusion, should strengthen care and support
systems, including the care economy, in which all receive the basic social services,
care and support that they need, on the basis of the principles of equality and
non-discrimination, including through gender-responsive poverty eradication
measures, labour policies, public services and social protection programmes,
promoting the rights and well-being of all women and girls and the active
participation of every member of society, as well as a collective responsibility,
involving States, communities and families, as well as the private sector.

33. The Commission also recognizes that universal access to social protection plays
a central role in reducing inequality, accelerating the achievement of gender equality
and the empowerment of all women and girls and eradicating poverty in all its forms
and dimensions, including extreme poverty. It also recognizes that to advance gender
equality and the empowerment of women, social protection policies must include a
gender perspective, including the principle that everyone has the right to an adequate
standard of living, health and well-being for themselves and their families, including
food, clothing, housing, medical care, necessary social services and education, and
that motherhood, parenthood and childhood are entitled to special care and assistance.
It further recognizes that social protection systems can make a critical contribution to
the fulfilment of human rights for all women and girls, including those living in
poverty, in particular those in vulnerable situations and subject to discrimination.

34. The Commission reaffirms the importance of improving public services and
sustainable infrastructure and technology, including in rural, remote and maritime
areas, such as transportation, access to safe water and sanitation facilities, in order to
enhance the safety of all women and girls. It further recognizes the importance of
safe, affordable and accessible, as well as age- and disability-responsive and
sustainable, land and water transport systems and roadways that respond to the needs
of all women and girls, in particular those living in poverty.

35. The Commission emphasizes that efforts to close the digital divides within and
among countries, including the gender digital divide, must be expanded and grounded
in digital equity, access and affordability to ensure that no one is left behind in the
digital economy and society, as new technological developments can perpetuate
existing patterns of poverty, inequality, discrimination and all forms of violence,
including gender-based violence that occurs through or is amplified by the use of
technology in the absence of effective safeguards and oversight, including in the
algorithms used in artificial intelligence-based solutions. It notes that addressing
gender-related biases in technology can contribute to the eradication of poverty in all
its forms and dimensions, including extreme poverty, and, in particular, the
feminization of poverty, and that a gender-responsive approach should therefore be
taken in the design, development, deployment and use of policies related to digital
technologies with full respect for human rights.

36. The Commission recognizes that women and girls with disabilities are
disproportionately affected by poverty due to barriers such as discrimination and
limited access to education, women’s employment, health-care services, infrastructure,
financial services and information and communications technology. The Commission
emphasizes the importance of promoting the rights, participation and inclusion of
women and girls with disabilities on an equal basis with others. It further underlines
the need to recognize disability as a cross-cutting issue in all relevant policy and
programming and to translate this into actions. It also stresses the need for measures
to address the specific barriers that they face, to promote their physical, psychosocial
and financial resilience and to ensure the full, equal and meaningful participation and
leadership of women with disabilities, including in disaster preparedness and
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response planning for emergency situations and evacuations, humanitarian emergency
response and health-care services.

37. The Commission emphasizes the importance of the empowerment and capacity-
building of Indigenous women and girls and of allocating resources that target their
well-being, in particular in the areas of poverty eradication, quality and inclusive
education, health-care services, information and communications technologies,
infrastructure and public services, as well as financial services, employment and
decent work for women and access to economic resources, including land and natural
resources. It further stresses the importance of promoting awareness and
understanding of their rights and ensuring the full, equal and meaningful participation
of Indigenous women and, as appropriate, girls in developing policies and
programmes, as well as in the economy and the transmission of traditional, scientific
and technical knowledge, languages and spiritual and religious traditions and
practices, and decision-making processes at all levels and in all areas, including
through digital technologies, as well as productive employment and decent work for
Indigenous women. It further acknowledges that the inherent diversity of these
communities, as well as their challenges, demand special attention.

38. The Commission also recognizes the significant contribution of women and girls
of African descent to the development of societies and the importance of ensuring the
full, equal and meaningful participation and decision-making of women of African
descent in all aspects of society, including by addressing poverty and strengthening
institutions and financing with a gender perspective.

39. The Commission recognizes that poverty, in particular the feminization of
poverty, and underdevelopment are among the drivers of migration and it therefore
emphasizes the importance of addressing the situations of vulnerability that migrant
women and girls face, particularly migrant women in the informal economy and in
less skilled work, to abuse and exploitation, underlining in this regard the obligation
of States to protect, respect and fulfil the human rights of all migrants regardless of
migration status. It also recognizes the positive contributions of migrant women
towards inclusive growth and sustainable development in countries of origin, transit
and destination, underlining the value and dignity of women’s labour, in all sectors,
including in care and domestic work, while recognizing the contribution of women
migrant workers, including through the sending of remittances, which are
fundamental for the empowerment of women and are a vital source of support for
their families and communities.

40. The Commission recognizes older women’s positive contribution to the economy
and society, including through the provision of care and domestic work and support.
It also recognizes the challenges to the full realization of all human rights and
fundamental freedoms for older women, including by progressively taking measures
to combat age discrimination, neglect, abuse and all forms of violence, including
gender-based violence, as well as social isolation and loneliness; providing social
protection, access to food, water and housing, health-care services, employment,
information and communications technologies, including new technologies and
assistive technologies, legal services and justice; and addressing issues related to
social integration and gender inequality through mainstreaming the rights of older
persons into sustainable and people-centred development strategies, urban policies
and poverty reduction strategies, bearing in mind the crucial importance of
intergenerational solidarity for social development.

41. The Commission recognizes the important role and contribution of rural women
and those living in remote and maritime areas in the eradication of poverty and in
enhancing sustainable agricultural and rural development, as well as sustainable
fisheries. It highlights the importance of their access to economic opportunities,
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economic and productive resources, quality education and support services. It also
highlights the importance of the full, equal and meaningful participation of women
and, as appropriate, girls in the design, implementation and follow-up of policies and
activities that affect their livelihoods, well-being and resilience, and that their
perspectives are taken into account in decision-making processes.

42. The Commission recognizes that public institutions can drive pro-poor,
inclusive and gender-responsive economic policies with a people-centred approach
and full respect for human rights and that women’s participation in these institutions
is essential to combat gender bias and stereotypes both in policymaking and policy
outcomes. It further recognizes that ministries of finance determine the scope and
direction of national fiscal policy, but may have limited capacity to analyse the gender
impacts of fiscal policy, including taxation and spending. It acknowledges that
national mechanisms for gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls
are important institutional actors that contribute to policy development and can
transform public policy values.

43. The Commission is concerned about the negative impacts of the global
economic and financial crises on sustainable development and the realization of the
human rights of all women and girls, and acknowledges that there are long-standing
gaps and challenges within the international financial system, which limit capacity to
scale up financing for poverty eradication, gender equality and the empowerment of
women and girls. It further recognizes that the twenty-first century requires an
international financial architecture that is more fit for purpose, equitable and
responsive to the financing needs of developing countries and the needs of all women
and girls living in poverty, and in this regard stresses the urgent need for bold and
ambitious reforms.

44. The Commission recognizes with deep concern that tighter global financial
conditions have contributed significantly to a finance divide between and within
countries, leading to higher external borrowing costs, which could, inter alia, make it
more difficult for developing countries, especially low- and middle-income countries
and small island developing States, to pay for external debt servicing and could push
more countries towards debt distress, and undermine their debt sustainability and
affect the fiscal space available for essential social spending to accelerate the
achievement of gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls by, inter
alia, addressing poverty, strengthening institutions and financing with a gender
perspective and on the provision of social protection and basic public services, such
as health care, and education, on which women and girls living in poverty depend. It
emphasizes that, while domestic public resources continue to be an important source
of financing for public goods and services and help to reduce inequality through
redistribution, those efforts need to be supported by an enabling economic
environment and strengthened international cooperation.

45. The Commission is deeply concerned about the impact of illicit financial flows,
in particular those caused by tax evasion, on the economic, social and political
stability and development of societies and especially on developing countries and
their progress in financing the 2030 Agenda, which exacerbate the challenges faced
by women and girls living in poverty, including multidimensional poverty. It also
recognizes the need of countries to work together to eliminate base erosion and profit
shifting and to ensure that all companies, including multinationals, pay taxes to the
Governments of countries where economic activity occurs and value is created, in
accordance with national and international laws and policies, in order to mobilize
domestic resources towards the empowerment of women and girls.

46. The Commission recognizes that fighting corruption at all levels and in all its
forms is a priority and that corruption is a serious barrier to effective resource
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mobilization and allocation and diverts resources away from activities that are vital
for poverty eradication and sustainable development, which may undermine efforts
to achieve gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls.

47. The Commission reaffirms that achieving gender equality, empowering all
women and girls, and the full realization of their human rights are essential to
achieving sustained, inclusive and equitable economic growth and sustainable
development. The Commission recalls that the 2030 Agenda and the Addis Ababa
Action Agenda set out policies that seek to, inter alia, increase financial inclusion;
ensure that policy and regulatory environments support financial market stability,
integrity and the promotion of financial inclusion in a balanced manner and with
appropriate consumer protection; and work towards the strengthening of financial
literacy, capacity development for developing countries and full and equal access to
formal financial services for all, including women living in poverty. It acknowledges
that lack of access to financial services intensifies challenges for women living in
poverty. Furthermore, women in the informal economy, women-owned and women-
led enterprises, including women with informal micro-businesses, are often
confronted with major barriers to equal access to financing, financial institutions,
financial services and skills development training.

48. The Commission emphasizes the special importance of predictable, timely,
effective, comprehensive and durable solutions to the debt problems of developing
countries to promote their economic growth and sustainable development and to
create fiscal space for addressing the challenges of women and girls living in poverty.

49. The Commission calls for the need to mobilize resources equitably and target
investments and policies towards achieving gender equality and the empowerment of
all women and girls and eradicating poverty in all its forms and dimensions, including
extreme poverty affecting women and girls. The Commission acknowledges the
Secretary-General’s efforts to address the Sustainable Development Goal financing
gap through a Sustainable Development Goal stimulus to rapidly scale up financing
to accelerate progress towards the Goals. It also recognizes the importance of
strengthening international development cooperation and maximizing its
effectiveness, transparency, impact and results.

50. The Commission welcomes the major contributions of civil society organizations,
especially women’s, young women’s, girls’, youth-led, grass-roots and community-
based organizations, rural, indigenous and feminist groups, women human rights
defenders, women journalists and media professionals and trade unions in promoting
and protecting the human rights of all women and girls, placing their interests, needs
and visions on local, national, regional and international agendas and in the design,
implementation, monitoring and evaluation of measures to achieve gender equality
and the empowerment of all women and girls, including by addressing poverty and
strengthening institutions and financing with a gender perspective. It expresses
concern that such civil society organizations face many challenges and barriers to
full, equal and meaningful participation and leadership, including diminishing
funding, as well as violence, harassment and reprisals directed at, and threats to the
physical security of, their members.

51. The Commission recognizes the importance of the full engagement of men and
boys as agents and beneficiaries of change, and as strategic partners and allies in the
achievement of gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls in
addressing poverty and strengthening institutions and financing with a gender
perspective in order to combat and eliminate the gender stereotypes, sexism and
negative social norms that fuel discrimination and all forms of violence, including
sexual and gender-based violence, and undermine gender equality, while noting the
ongoing need to educate children from a young age regarding the importance of
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gender equality, human rights, treating all people with dignity and respect and
promoting a culture of peace, non-violent behaviour and respectful relationships.

52. The Commission acknowledges women’s and girls’ critical contributions to
their families, and communities and societies. It recognizes the importance of
implementing family-friendly and family-oriented policies aimed at, inter alia,
achieving gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls and their
enjoyment of all human rights by addressing poverty in all its forms and dimensions,
including extreme poverty and the feminization of poverty, and strengthening
institutions and financing with a gender perspective, and also recognizes the need to
ensure that all poverty eradication policies and programmes are responsive to the
changing needs and expectations of families in fulfilling their numerous functions
and that the rights, capabilities and responsibilities of all family members are respected.

53. The Commission is concerned that the lack of disaggregated data and gender
statistics is limiting the capacity of policymakers to effectively address poverty
affecting women and girls. Without robust data collection systems and methods,
countries cannot estimate costs and allocate and spend resources to implement
pro-poor laws and policies, including those that support ending poverty in all its forms
and dimensions. It recognizes that addressing poverty requires informed decision-
making based on the open exchange and dissemination of disaggregated and
individual-level data, measurement of multidimensional poverty to rapidly progress
towards ending poverty in all its forms and dimensions and achieving gender equality
and the empowerment of all women and girls.

54. The Commission urges governments at all levels and, as appropriate, with the
relevant entities of the United Nations system and international and regional
organizations, within their respective mandates and bearing in mind national
priorities, and invites civil society, inter alia, women’s organizations, youth-led
organizations, feminist groups, faith-based organizations, the private sector and
national human rights institutions, where they exist, and other relevant stakeholders,
as applicable, to take the following actions:

Integrate a gender perspective into financing for development commitments

(a) Take action to fully implement existing commitments and obligations with
respect to the achievement of gender equality and the empowerment of all women
and girls and the full and equal enjoyment of their human rights and fundamental
freedoms without discrimination of any kind, including by addressing poverty and
strengthening institutions and financing with a gender perspective;

(b) Consider ratifying or acceding to, as a matter of particular priority, the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and
the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities, and the Optional Protocols thereto, limiting the extent of
any reservations, formulating any such reservations as precisely and as narrowly as
possible to ensure that no reservations are incompatible with the object and purpose
of the Conventions, reviewing their reservations regularly with a view to withdrawing
them, withdraw reservations that are contrary to the object and purpose of the relevant
Convention and implement the Conventions fully by, inter alia, putting in place
effective national legislation and policies;

(¢) Consider the importance of the ratification of and, for those that have done
so, implementation of the fundamental conventions of the International Labour
Organization and note the importance of other relevant international labour standards;

(d) Fulfil existing commitments and obligations related to financing for
achieving gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls and the
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protection and full realization of their human rights, including through the
implementation of the Monterrey Consensus,? the Doha Declaration on Financing for
Development,?* the Addis Ababa Action Agenda and its follow-up processes, including
by gender mainstreaming through, inter alia, targeted actions and investments in the
formulation and implementation of all financial, economic, environmental and social
policies; through the adoption and strengthening of sound policies and enforceable
legislation and transformative actions for the achievement of gender equality and
women’s and girls’ empowerment at all levels; by ensuring women’s full, equal, and
meaningful participation at decision-making and leadership levels in the economy;
by eliminating violence and discrimination in all its forms, including gender-based
violence; and by linking policies on economic, social and environmental development
to ensure that all people, in particular all women and girls living in poverty, benefit
from sustained, inclusive, equitable economic growth and sustainable development;

(e) Take measures to eradicate poverty in all its forms and dimensions,
including extreme poverty, and the feminization of poverty, which are major barriers
to women’s economic empowerment and sustainable development, and to ensure
access to health-care services and education for children, including girls, living in
poverty in order to break the cycle of intergenerational poverty, by implementing
comprehensive and participatory poverty eradication strategies that address social,
structural and macroeconomic issues in order to ensure an adequate standard of living
for all women and girls, including through social protection systems, access to public
services and sustainable infrastructure;

(f) Create and sustain effective partnerships to support developing countries
in their efforts to eradicate poverty in all its forms and dimensions, including extreme
poverty, and to achieve gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls,
including by improving tax systems, promoting financial inclusion, including access
to financial services, enhancing capacity-building and productive capacity,
entrepreneurship, creativity and innovation, encouraging the formalization and
growth of micro-, small and medium-sized enterprises and promoting full and
productive employment and decent work for all, particularly women;

(g) Examine the impact of poverty, including extreme poverty and
multidimensional poverty, on different groups of women and girls, including those
facing various forms of discrimination, such as those living in poverty and experiencing
food insecurity and water scarcity, women who are unemployed or with low incomes,
women and girls who lack access to formal education, women and girls living in rural,
remote or maritime areas, women and girls who are refugees, asylum-seekers,
internally displaced, stateless and migrants, women and girls of African descent,
women and girls belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities,
women and girls with disabilities, Indigenous women and girls, and older women;

(h) Promote, design and implement comprehensive, participatory poverty
eradication policies and invest in approaches that address systemic barriers and
structural root causes of gender inequality to ensure an adequate standard of living
for all women and girls and improve their living conditions, and enable women’s
empowerment and their equal participation in decision-making, including through full
and productive employment and decent work, safe and affordable housing and
shelters, comprehensive and universal social protection, social services, public and
financial services and sustainable infrastructure;

23 Report of the International Conference on Financing for Development, Monterrey, Mexico,
18-22 March 2002 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.02.11.A.7), chap. I, resolution 1, annex.
24 General Assembly resolution 63/239, annex.
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(i) Ensure that all development strategies are gender-responsive and fully
respect human rights, including the right to development, have a particular focus on
the poorest, most vulnerable and those furthest behind, especially women and girls
living in or at risk of poverty, and work towards ending the structural barriers to
women’s and girls’ access to economic resources;

(j)  Urgently address the challenges posed by the impacts of climate change,
biodiversity loss, environmental degradation and disasters caused by natural or man-
made hazards, sea level rise, coastal erosion and ocean acidification that
disproportionately affect women and girls, particularly those living in poverty, owing
to gender inequality and the dependence of many women on natural resources for
their livelihoods, including by strengthening the full, equal and meaningful
participation, representation and leadership of women at all levels of decision-making
in climate and environmental action, including in science, technology, research and
development, and by promoting the integration of a gender perspective into
environmental and climate change policies, including in developing and
implementing national policies and plans related to the United Nations environmental
conventions, as appropriate, and the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction;
strengthen, protect, safeguard and preserve local, Indigenous and traditional
knowledge and practices in different sectors; and improve climate resilience and
expand all women’s and girls’ access to education, adequate livelihood opportunities,
health-care facilities and infrastructure, and other basic services, especially in
disaster, relief and humanitarian situations;

(k) Provide national gender equality mechanisms and entities responsible for
climate change, environmental and disaster risk management and reduction policies,
among others, with adequate human and financial resources to ensure that a gender
perspective is integrated into the design, implementation and evaluation of relevant
policies, programmes and projects; facilitate adequate and simplified access to
financing for, and build the capacities of, women’s, grass-roots women’s and youth
organizations and Indigenous women leading local adaptation and mitigation efforts,
including through the transfer of technology on mutually agreed terms; and promote
the provision of quality public goods and services that benefit women and girls
experiencing poverty;

() Ensure that the perspectives of women, and girls, as appropriate, are taken
into account in armed conflict and post-conflict situations and in humanitarian
emergencies and that they effectively and meaningfully participate, on equal terms
with men, in the design, implementation, follow-up and evaluation of policies and
activities related to conflict prevention, peace mediation, peacebuilding and
post-conflict reconstruction, as well as take into account the perspective of women
and girls who are internally displaced and who are refugees; and ensure that the
human rights of all women and girls are fully respected and protected in all response,
recovery and reconstruction strategies and that appropriate measures are taken to
eliminate all forms of violence and discrimination against women and girls in this
regard;

(m) Urges all States and the specialized agencies and organizations of the
United Nations system to continue to support and provide emergency assistance
through mechanisms that provide vital services to women and girls living in situations
of armed conflict, including those subjected to acts that may amount to war crimes,
crimes against humanity and genocide, to alleviate the extreme poverty and the dire
socioeconomic and humanitarian situation; ensure the safety and well-being of
civilian populations, particularly women and girls, who lack access to basic services
and work towards eliminating the root causes of such poverty;
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(n) Promote and enforce non-discriminatory laws, social infrastructure and
policies for sustainable development, as well as enable the full, equal and meaningful
participation and leadership of women, including young women, in all spheres and
levels of public life and their equal access to policy- and decision-making processes
and eliminate gender stereotypes and negative social norms;

(o) Eliminate all forms of discrimination, including those exacerbated by
poverty and hunger, against all women and girls and implement targeted measures
and universal social protection interventions to address multiple and intersecting
forms of discrimination and ensure that all women and girls enjoy equal access, both
in law and in practice, to social protection, public and financial services, productive
resources and sustainable infrastructure, which can, inter alia, contribute to the
eradication of poverty in all its forms and dimensions, including extreme poverty and,
in particular, the feminization of poverty, and to the reduction of gender inequality
through the adoption, where needed, of laws and comprehensive policy measures and
their effective and accelerated implementation and monitoring, ensuring women’s full
and productive employment and decent work, and women’s and girls’ access to justice
and accountability for violations and abuses of their human rights and fundamental
freedoms; and ensure that the provisions of multiple legal systems, where they exist,
at all levels comply with international human rights obligations;

(p) Eliminate, prevent and respond to all forms of violence against all women
and girls in public and private spaces, online and offline, such as sexual and gender-
based violence, including domestic violence, gender-related killings, including
femicides, all harmful practices, including child, early and forced marriage and
female genital mutilation, sexual exploitation and abuse and sexual harassment, as
well as trafficking in persons and modern slavery and other forms of exploitation,
through multisectoral and coordinated approaches to investigate, prosecute and
punish the perpetrators of violence and end impunity, and take appropriate measures
to create a safe, enabling and violence-free working environment for women,
including by ratifying key international treaties that provide protection against
gender-based violence and sexual harassment;

(q) Enact or strengthen and enforce laws and policies to eliminate all forms of
violence, discrimination and harassment against women of all ages in the world of
work, in public and private spheres, and provide means of effective redress in cases
of non-compliance; ensure safety for women in the workplace; address the multiple
consequences of violence and harassment, considering that violence against women
and girls is an obstacle to gender equality and women’s economic empowerment; and,
if applicable, develop measures to promote re-entry of victims and survivors of
violence into the labour market;

(r) Take appropriate measures to combat trafficking and raise public
awareness about the risks of trafficking in persons, including women and girls, and
the factors that make women and girls vulnerable to trafficking, addressing all forms
of associated violence, and discourage, with a view to eliminating, the demand that
fosters all forms of exploitation, including sexual exploitation and forced labour;

(s) Refrain from promulgating and applying any unilateral economic,
financial or trade measures not in accordance with international law and the Charter
of the United Nations that impede the full achievement of economic and social
development, particularly in developing countries;

(t)  Ensure the full, equal and meaningful participation and representation of
women in diverse situations and conditions in all spheres of public life and at all
levels, as well as their leadership in decision-making processes, including in
economic policy, budget and financial processes, public institutions and in designing
and implementing poverty eradication policies to address institutional gender biases,
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and promote pro-poor, economic and social policy actions that fully respect the
human rights of all women and girls;

(u) Accelerate efforts and provide adequate resources to promote the full,
equal and meaningful participation of women in all decision-making bodies at all
levels of government, including by eliminating gender stereotyping in appointments
and promotions, building women’s capacity as agents of change and empowering
them to participate actively and equally in the design, implementation, monitoring,
evaluation and reporting of national sustainable development, poverty eradication and
other relevant policies, strategies and programmes;

(v) Promote the full, equal and meaningful participation and leadership of
young women and, as appropriate, adolescent girls in decision-making processes in
the context of addressing poverty and strengthening institutions and gender-
responsive financing, including by addressing the gender-specific barriers, such as all
forms of violence, including sexual and gender-based violence, child, early and forced
marriage and adolescent pregnancy, as well as the unequal distribution of unpaid care
work, that cause adolescent girls to fare worse than adolescent boys at higher poverty
thresholds, in order to promote sustainable growth and full and productive
employment and decent work for all young women;

(w) Promote labour and employment policies that respect relevant international
labour standards and ensure women’s economic autonomy, independence and
empowerment, including by enhancing their full and productive employment,
promoting an adequate minimum wage, statutory or negotiated, and equal pay for
work of equal value, supporting the transition from informal to formal work in all
sectors by promoting occupational safety and health protection to workers, including
in the informal economy, and facilitating the recruitment, promotion and retention of
women in all sectors, including sustainable energy, fisheries, forestry, agriculture and
tourism, including through temporary special measures, policies on care work, in
addition to universal social protection policies and quality and affordable childcare
and parental and other leave, care services for older persons and persons with
disabilities, and the promotion of work-life and work-family balance, and the right to
organize and bargain collectively, as a means to eradicate the persistent and increasing
burden of poverty on women;

(x) Protect and promote the right of all women to work and their rights at work
and equal treatment in the workplace, including equal access to decent work, equal
pay for work of equal value and productive and financial resources, by, inter alia,
eliminating occupational segregation, negative social norms and gender stereotypes,
violence and sexual harassment, discriminatory practices in career advancement,
addressing structural barriers and protecting women against abuse and discrimination,
including during pregnancy and maternity, in order to advance gender equality;

(y) Implement gender-responsive policies and programmes to support
financial inclusion as well as to ensure equal access to credit, social security, markets,
financial skills, technology, rural infrastructure and finance networks to support
women entrepreneurs, women-led and women-owned businesses, as well as women-
owned nano-, micro-, small and medium-sized enterprises, and women in the informal
economy by promoting women’s financial literacy and ensuring equal access to credit
and inclusive finance and providing equal access to technologies that are safe,
affordable and accessible, identifying and addressing barriers facing women in
entrepreneurship, providing targeted support, capacity-building and business and
leadership training to women and promoting role models of women in business;

(z) Mainstream a gender perspective into agricultural policies and projects
and focus on closing the gender gap in, inter alia, investments and innovation in small-
scale agricultural production and distribution, sustainable fisheries, and value chains
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supported by integrated and multisectoral policies, in order to improve women’s
productive capacity and income, strengthen their resilience and achieve equitable
access to all forms of financing, markets and networks, technologies, including
agricultural technology information and know-how, equipment, decision-making
forums and associated agricultural resources, and ensure that agriculture, food
security and nutrition-related programmes and policies take into consideration the
specific needs of all women and the barriers that women face in accessing agricultural
inputs and resources;

(aa)  Eliminate occupational segregation by addressing structural barriers, all
forms of discrimination, gender stereotypes and negative social norms, promote
women’s participation and equal access to the labour market and, through education
and training, support women in diversifying their educational and occupational
choices, including in emerging fields and growing economic sectors, such as science,
technology, engineering and mathematics, as well as information and communications
technology, and recognize the value of sectors that have large numbers of women
workers;

(bb)  Promote legal, administrative and policy measures that strengthen social
protection schemes, including unemployment protection schemes and ensure
women’s full and equal access to pension systems, including access to income
security for older women, through contributory and/or non-contributory schemes that
are independent of their employment trajectories, and reduce gender gaps in coverage
and benefit levels in order to contribute to the eradication of poverty;

(cc)  Encourage the private sector, as outlined in the Guiding Principles on
Business and Human Rights, to contribute to the fulfilment of the right of women,
including women living in poverty, to the enjoyment of just and favourable conditions
of work, to develop and strengthen workplace environments and institutional practices
that value them and offer them equal opportunities, including by ensuring that gender
equality and the empowerment of all women are considered a necessary dimension of
human resources management, based also on the principles of full and productive
employment and decent work, equal pay for work of equal value, as well as the
prevention of and protection against discrimination and harassment, including sexual
harassment, sexual exploitation, abuse and gender-based violence in the workplace;

(dd) Enact legislation and undertake legislation and administrative reforms,
where necessary, to realize the equal rights of all women, including rural women,
women in remote areas and on islands, to economic and productive resources and
eliminate any barriers, legal inconsistencies and discriminatory policies and laws,
where they exist, that impede women’s equal rights and women’s economic
empowerment; realize the right of all women to work and their rights at work,
building their capacities and skills to manage enterprises and cooperatives,
facilitating formalization and ensuring their financial and digital inclusion, as well as
their access to ownership and control over land and other forms of property, credit,
financial services, appropriate new technologies and inheritance rights, including
diverse types of land tenure;

(ee) Take measures to prevent, detect, address and end all violence
experienced by women that comprises actions aimed at economic abuse, making
women financially dependent or exerting abusive control of finances, including the
limiting of women’s access to credit, funds, health care, employment and education
and excluding women from financial decisions and denying women’s rights with
regard to property ownership, land and inheritance and freedom of movement, and
review practices and stereotypes that undermine their land rights, including in the
context of customary and traditional systems, which often govern land management,
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administration and transfer in rural areas, and ensure equal access to justice and legal
assistance in this regard;

(ff) Take measures to remove structural barriers and improve the financial
inclusion and literacy of all women and girls by developing financial and digital
literacy programmes and advisory services in, inter alia, banking, modern trading and
financial procedures; promote the full and equal access of women to formal financial
services, resources and products, including timely and affordable credit, savings,
insurance and remittance transfer schemes, as well as innovative tools and platforms,
such as online and mobile banking, payment platforms and digitalized payments; and
adopt, pursue or review national financial inclusion strategies, in consultation with
relevant stakeholders, consider including financial inclusion as a policy objective in
regulation and mainstream a gender perspective into finance sector policy and
regulations;

(gg) Promote, respect, protect and fulfil the right to quality education for all
women and girls throughout their life course and at all levels, especially for those
who have been left furthest behind, in particular for girls living in poverty, including
by protecting and investing in public education systems, and infrastructure, including
access to electricity, safe water, sanitation and hygiene, including menstrual hygiene,
as well as by eliminating barriers and discriminatory laws and practices using
innovative approaches that tackle the root causes of gender inequality; provide
universal access to safe, inclusive, equal and non-discriminatory quality education;
create conditions for gender-sensitive, safe and inclusive digital learning environments,
and foster, as appropriate, intercultural and multilingual education for all and recognize
traditional and ancestral knowledge for Indigenous women and girls; strengthen
efforts to prevent and eliminate all forms of violence and harassment against all
women and girls, including adolescent girls, on the way to and from and at school
and other educational institutions, and eliminate negative social norms and gender
stereotypes in education systems;

(hh) Promote and invest in quality, equitable, affordable, accessible and
inclusive education, lifelong learning, reskilling, and vocational training and studies
for all women and girls, including adolescent girls, including free and compulsory
primary and secondary education, education in science, technology, engineering and
mathematics, as well as literacy and financial and digital education, leadership
training, career development, scholarships and fellowships as well as vocational and
technical education and training, including for pregnant adolescents and young
mothers, as well as single mothers, to enable them to continue and complete their
education, and provide quality education for those who did not receive formal
education, as well as special initiatives for keeping girls in school through early
childhood, primary, secondary education, and for promoting women’s access to
tertiary education, to ensure that they acquire the knowledge and skills to attain high-
quality jobs and participate in the sustainable economy;

(ii) Take concrete measures to realize the right to the enjoyment of the
highest attainable standards of physical and mental health for all women and girls,
reduce out-of-pocket spending that further exacerbates the situation of women
experiencing poverty and ensure access, including through universally accessible
primary health-care and support services and social protection mechanisms, to
gender-responsive, safe, available, affordable, accessible, quality and inclusive
health-care services, including those related to mental health, maternal and neonatal
health, menstrual health and hygiene management and all communicable and
non-communicable diseases and ensure universal access to sexual and reproductive
health-care services, including for family planning, information and education;
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(1)) Take measures to significantly reduce maternal, perinatal, neonatal,
infant and child mortality and morbidity and increase access to quality health services
for newborns, infants and children, as well as all women before, during and after
pregnancy and childbirth, including those living in poverty, by providing antenatal
and postnatal care, sufficient numbers of skilled birth attendants and adequately
supplied birthing facilities, interventions, such as improving transportation and
health-care infrastructure, to ensure that women can access emergency obstetric
services, and training and equipping community health workers, nurses and midwives
to provide basic prenatal and postnatal care and emergency obstetric care, inter alia,
by providing voluntary, informed family planning and empowering women to identify
risk factors and complications of pregnancy and childbirth and facilitating their access
to health facilities, including in addressing poverty and strengthening institutions and
financing with a gender perspective ;

(kk)  Ensure universal access to sexual and reproductive health and reproductive
rights, in accordance with the Programme of Action of the International Conference
on Population and Development and the Beijing Platform for Action and the outcome
documents of their review conferences, including universal access to sexual and
reproductive health-care services, including for family planning, information and
education and the integration of reproductive health into national strategies and
programmes, and recognizing that the human rights of women include their right to
have control over and decide freely and responsibly on all matters related to their
sexuality, including sexual and reproductive health, free of coercion, discrimination
and violence, as a contribution to the achievement of gender equality and the
empowerment of women and the realization of their human rights, including in
addressing poverty and strengthening institutions and financing with a gender
perspective;

(11) Increase financial investments in quality, affordable, resilient and
accessible public health-care systems and facilities, and in safe, effective, quality,
essential and affordable health-care services, including preventive, diagnostic,
curative and rehabilitation services, and sexual and reproductive health-care services,
as well as in health technologies, including digital health technologies and digital
tools developed for women’s and girls” health and well-being; promote decent work
with adequate remuneration for women working in the health and social sectors,
effective retention and equitable and broad distribution of the health workforce, and
in capacities to optimize the existing health workforce; address all rare,
communicable and non-communicable diseases, including HIV and AIDS, and
waterborne and neglected tropical diseases, and provide information on nutrition and
healthy lifestyles, including through community outreach and private sector
engagement, and with the support of the international community, with a view to
supporting each country’s path towards achieving universal health coverage for all
women and girls, including those living in poverty;

(mm) Develop policies and programmes with the support, where appropriate,
of international organizations, civil society and non-governmental organizations,
giving priority to formal, informal and non-formal education programmes, including
scientifically accurate and age-appropriate comprehensive education that is relevant
to cultural contexts and that provides adolescent girls and boys and young women and
men in and out of school, consistent with their evolving capacities, and with
appropriate direction and guidance from parents and legal guardians and with the best
interests of the child as their basic concern, with information on sexual and
reproductive health and HIV prevention, gender equality and women’s empowerment,
human rights, physical, psychological and pubertal development and power in
relationships between women and men, to enable them to build self-esteem and foster
informed decision-making, communication and risk reduction skills and to develop
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respectful relationships, in full partnership with young persons, parents, legal
guardians, caregivers, educators and health-care providers, in order to, inter alia,
enable them to protect themselves from HIV infection and other risks;

(nn) Recognize, reduce and redistribute women’s and girls’ disproportionate
share of unpaid care and domestic work, including through sustained investments in the
care economy and by promoting work-life balance, and by taking steps to measure the
value of this work in order to determine its contribution to the national economy; adopt
measures to promote equal sharing of responsibility between women and men and
within the household with respect to care and household work and implement
legislation and policies, including paid maternity, paternity, parental and other leave
schemes, increased flexibility in working arrangements, such as facilitation of
breastfeeding for working mothers and part-time work, without reductions in labour
and social protection, and all appropriate measures to promote the reconciliation of
work and family responsibilities, through the provision of infrastructure, technology
and public services, including accessible, affordable and quality social services,
childcare and care facilities and services for children, older persons and other
dependants;

(0oo) Provide social protection systems, public services and sustainable
infrastructure that support the productivity and economic viability of women’s work
and protect women, especially those working in the informal economy, including in
rural and urban areas, by taking measures to address unsafe and unhealthy working
conditions, including by promoting occupational safety and health protection for all
workers, including those in precarious work and low-paid sectors in which women
are overrepresented, such as care and health care;

(pp) Establish or strengthen inclusive, comprehensive and universal social
protection systems, including floors, that integrate a gender perspective to ensure full
access to social protection for all women and girls, including those living in poverty,
without discrimination of any kind, and take measures to progressively achieve higher
levels of protection, including for those working in the informal economy;

(qq) Invest in equitable, high-quality, inclusive, affordable and accessible
public services, which has proven to be effective in promoting the rights of all women
and girls, including those living in poverty, and achieving gender equality, and
increase public investment to support the development of human capabilities, address
unpaid care work and support decent work for all women, while recognizing that
public spending on social infrastructure produces positive spillover benefits and
enhances the productivity of the economy and contributes to the financial
independence of women;

(rr) Significantly increase public and private sector investment in evidence-
based initiatives aimed at eliminating the gender digital divide, especially for women
and girls living in poverty, and build more inclusive innovation ecosystems to
promote safe innovation for gender equality and the empowerment of all women and
girls and ensure full respect for all women’s and girls’ human rights in the digital
context, including by using innovative finance mechanisms and tools, inter alia,
mobile banking, online payment platforms and digitalized payment, and developing
specialized financing instruments to strengthen the contribution of women, including
women living in poverty, to economic growth and their continued participation in the
digital economy;

(ss)  Enhance efforts to achieve universal and affordable connectivity and
facilitate and promote access to information and communications technology and
safety in digital spaces for women and girls, to enhance women’s productivity and
mobility in the labour market, while taking measures to prevent and eliminate
violence against women and girls that occurs through or is amplified by the use of
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technology; promote equal and affordable access to digital skills, connectivity and
the Internet, using a multidimensional approach that includes speed, stability,
affordability, language, training, capacity-building, local content and accessibility,
including for persons with disabilities, in order to ensure that the benefits of digital
technologies are available to all women and girls; work towards closing digital
divides, including the gender digital divide, and ensure that programmes, services and
infrastructure are adaptable and suited to tackling different technological barriers; and
strive particularly to remove barriers and provide support for non-users and the least
connected in the context of addressing poverty and strengthening institutions and
financing with a gender perspective;

(tt) Respect, protect and fulfil the rights of all women and girls with
disabilities, including by addressing all barriers that prevent or restrict their full, equal
and meaningful participation in decision-making and in the design, management,
resourcing and implementation of policies and programmes, including when it comes
to addressing poverty, strengthening institutions and financing with a gender
perspective, as well as health, quality education, distance learning, productive
employment and decent work, including remote work for women with disabilities,
and rehabilitation and other independent living support services and assistive
technologies that enable them to maximize their well-being and realize their
independence and autonomy, and ensure that their priorities and rights are fully
incorporated into policies and programmes, and developed in close consultation with
them;

(uu) Respect, protect and fulfil the rights of all Indigenous women and girls
by addressing the multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination and barriers they
face, including eliminating and preventing all forms of violence and poverty, food
insecurity, water scarcity, degradation of natural habitats and land degradation, forced
displacement, limited access to information and communications technologies,
infrastructure, financial services and education, and ensuring their access to health
care, public services, the Internet and digital services, quality and inclusive education,
and Indigenous women’s employment, decent work and economic resources,
including land and natural resources, and promoting their full, equal and meaningful
participation and leadership in the economy, and in decision-making processes at all
levels and in all areas, taking into account the free, prior and informed consent of
Indigenous Peoples and their ancestral knowledge and practices, and recognizing
their cultural, social, economic and political contributions to climate change
mitigation and adaptation, environmental action and disaster resilience and the
preservation, revitalization and promotion of their languages, as well as the
transmission of their traditional, scientific and technical knowledge;

(vv) Recognize the significant contributions and leadership of migrant
women in their communities of origin, transit and destination in fostering inclusive
growth and sustainable development, including to address poverty, underlining that
poverty and underdevelopment are among the drivers of migration; and take
appropriate steps to promote their full, equal and meaningful participation in the
development of local solutions and opportunities, and to recognize the importance of
protecting labour rights and a safe environment for women migrant workers in all
sectors, including, but not limited to, those in care and domestic work, including
through fair and ethical recruitment and the prevention of exploitation, and to facilitate
safe, orderly, regular and responsible migration and mobility of people, as well as labour
mobility, and take steps to remove obstacles that may prevent the transparent, safe,
unrestricted and expeditious transfer of remittances of migrants to their countries of
origin or to any other countries, including, inter alia, by considering reducing
transaction costs and implementing woman-friendly remittance transfer, savings and
investment schemes, including diaspora investment schemes, as appropriate, and to
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consider measures to address the different challenges that may impede women migrant
workers’ access to and management of their economic resources;

(ww) Promote and protect the rights of older women and increase their
resilience by ensuring their equal access to social, legal, digital and financial services,
infrastructure, health-care services, social protection, adequate economic and financial
resources, education, lifelong learning and training, such as vocational training,
protection from violence and abuse, including in digital contexts, and their full,
meaningful and equal participation in decision-making and public life, recognizing
that older women make a substantial contribution to sustainable development efforts;

(xx) Take measures to adopt or develop legislation and policies that provide
women living in rural, remote and maritime areas with access to land and support
women’s cooperatives and agricultural programmes, including for subsistence
agriculture and fisheries; strengthen access to safe drinking water and sanitation and
safe cooking and heating practices to improve their health and nutrition; strengthen
efforts to empower them as important actors in achieving food security and improved
nutrition, fulfilling the right to food, and support their full, equal and meaningful
participation in all areas of economic activity, including commercial and artisanal
fisheries and aquaculture; promote decent working conditions and personal safety,
facilitating sustainable access to and use of critical rural infrastructure, land, water
and natural resources, and local, regional and global markets, and valuing traditional
and ancestral knowledge and contributions of women living in rural, remote and
maritime areas, including, inter alia, Indigenous women and women of African
descent, to the conservation and sustainable use of terrestrial and marine biodiversity,
for present and future generations;

(yy) Dismantle discriminatory financial practices that hinder the financial
independence of women, including requirements mandating women to have a male
co-signer to access financial services, and ensure women’s legal capacity and equal
rights with men to conclude contracts, regardless of marital status; as well as protect
the rights of widows within inheritance regimes and with regard to the allocation of
marital property;

Implement gender-responsive economic and social policies and strengthen
public institutions

(zz)  Strengthen authority, operational and technical capacities and resources
for national mechanisms working on gender equality and the empowerment of all
women and girls to support gender-responsive approaches and mainstreaming a
gender perspective in ministries and public agencies, including labour, economic and
financial government agencies, and into the design, delivery and evaluation of
financing policies and plans aimed at enhancing access to affordable quality basic
services for all women and girls, particularly women and girls living in poverty;

(aaa) Implement legislation and policies to prevent and combat all forms of
corruption and ensure resources are directed towards pro-poor, quality public
infrastructure, public services and social protection on which women living in poverty
rely;

Expand fiscal space for investments to end poverty for women and girls

(bbb) Expand fiscal space and strengthen institutions towards supporting
economic and societal transformations to end women’s poverty, securing sustainable
development by focusing on reducing systemic risks and structural inequalities, and
urgently take comprehensive and targeted measures to address the root causes and
challenges of poverty in all its forms and dimensions, including extreme poverty,
hunger and all forms of malnutrition affecting women and girls in the light of its
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negative impacts on sustainable development, through integrated, coordinated and
coherent strategies at all levels;

(ccc) Recognize the urgency of providing predictable, sustainable and
sufficient development finance to developing countries from all sources in order to
significantly increase resources for ending poverty in all its forms and dimensions,
including extreme and multidimensional poverty, affecting women and girls,
including by taking steps towards reforms that ensure a stable, inclusive and
sustainable international financial architecture;

(ddd) Strengthen standards and regulatory frameworks on the labelling of
gender-focused bond issuances to ensure demonstrable, additive and measurable
impact is being achieved through the reporting on key performance indicators;

(eee) Take concrete steps to support gender-responsive budgeting and tracking
across all sectors of public expenditure, to address gaps in resourcing all national and
sectoral plans and policies for gender equality and the empowerment of all women
and girls to ensure their effective implementation; and increase transparency and
accountability in the planning, budgeting and financing process, adopt practices to
identify potential gender impacts of budget decisions and develop and strengthen
methodologies and tools to monitor and evaluate investments for gender equality and
the empowerment of all women and girls;

(fff)  Foster the full, equal and meaningful participation of all women, as well
as encourage the active engagement of women’s rights organizations and feminist
groups, in budget processes through open budgets, community and citizen
participation in monitoring of service delivery, including in the process and outcomes
of gender-responsive budgeting, and ensure transparency and accountability in the
implementation of all public programmes and services;

(ggg) Strengthen national and local planning and budgetary processes to enable
governments to cost, allocate and invest in policies and programmes that, inter alia,
address challenges facing all women and girls living in poverty, including by
conducting gender analyses that are embedded in policy and decision-making
processes, and by increasing the capacity of ministries of finance in assessing the
different impact of fiscal policies on women;

(hhh) Promote efforts towards inclusive, effective international tax cooperation,
including on combating tax evasion and avoidance and curbing illicit financial flows,
to expand fiscal space, and include a focus on directing resources to eradicate poverty
in all its forms and dimensions, including extreme poverty, among women and girls
throughout their life course;

(iii)  Ensure tax systems do not inadvertently reinforce gender biases in
society, including, inter alia, by assessing the impact of taxation policies on gender
equality, with a focus on promoting women’s access to work and resources, and
encouraging steps to increase the progressivity of tax policies with a focus on taxing
those with the highest ability to pay, including via wealth and corporate taxation, and
preventing regressive taxation that disproportionately impacts women with low or no
incomes;

(Jjj)  Take concrete steps towards eliminating the practice of gender-based
price differentiation, where it exists, also known as the “pink tax”, which contributes
to feminization of poverty, whereby goods and services intended for or marketed to
women and girls cost more than similar goods and services intended for or marketed
to men and boys;
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(kkk) Encourage the allocation of subsidies and tax incentives to pro-poor
policies and programmes for the eradication of poverty and the promotion of gender
equality;

(11I)  Improve international debt mechanisms to support debt review, debt
payment suspensions and debt restructuring, as appropriate, with an expansion of
support and eligibility to vulnerable countries in need; commit to continuing to assist
developing countries in avoiding a build-up of unsustainable debt and in
implementing resilience measures so as to reduce the risk of relapsing into another
debt crisis; recognize the importance of new and emerging challenges and
vulnerabilities in regard to developing country external and domestic debt
sustainability; call for strengthened multilateral actions and coordination by all
creditors to address the deteriorating debt situation; recognize the important role, on
a case-by-case basis, of debt relief, including debt cancellation, as appropriate, and
debt restructuring as debt crisis prevention, management and resolution tools; and
acknowledge that these measures can enhance fiscal space for investments for all
women and girls living in poverty.

(mmm)Consider, as appropriate, stronger debt management initiatives for some
low- and middle-income countries that are not part of the existing debt relief
initiatives, which now have large debt burdens that may create constraints on
mobilizing the resources needed to achieve sustainable development goals, gender
equality and the empowerment of all women and girls, and stresses the importance of
medium- and long-term debt sustainability to deal with debt, including non-Paris Club
debt;

Foster new development strategies towards sustainable economies and
sustainable societies

(nnn) Encourage championing programmes that increase the capacity of
women-led and women-owned businesses and can contribute to advancing gender
equality and women’s economic empowerment, which has a positive impact on
economic growth and helps to reduce poverty, while recognizing the critical role of
women as producers and traders and the need to address their specific challenges in
order to facilitate their full, equal and meaningful participation in domestic, regional
and international trade and promoting export-led growth in developing countries that
responds to individual development needs, considering that international trade is an
engine for inclusive growth and poverty eradication and that it contributes to the
promotion of sustainable development, structural transformation and industrialization,
particularly in developing countries;

(ooo0) Strengthen international and regional cooperation, including North-
South, South-South and triangular cooperation, bearing in mind that South-South
cooperation is not a substitute for, but rather a complement to, North-South
cooperation, and invite all States to enhance South-South and triangular cooperation
focusing on shared development priorities, including by implementing effective and
targeted capacity-building in developing countries and exchanging best practices to
support national plans to implement all the Sustainable Development Goals with the
involvement of all relevant multiple stakeholders in government, civil society and the
private sector, while noting that national ownership and leadership in this regard are
indispensable for the achievement of gender equality and the empowerment of all
women and girls and for improving their lives and well-being in the context of
addressing poverty and strengthening institutions and financing with a gender
perspective;

(ppp) Urge developed countries to fully implement their respective official
development assistance commitments, including the target of 0.7 per cent of their

24/27 24-05678




E/CN.6/2024/L.3

gross national income for official development assistance to developing countries and
the target of 0.15 to 0.20 per cent of their gross national income for official
development assistance to the least developed countries, and encourage developing
countries to build on the progress achieved in ensuring that official development
assistance is used effectively to help to meet development goals and targets, through
investments for gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls living in
poverty;

Engage and finance women’s organizations and collectives

(qqq) Promote a safe and enabling environment for all civil society actors and
increase public and private financing, including robust, sustainable, flexible,
multi-year financing, for civil society organizations, prioritizing local community-
level initiatives, and strengthen monitoring and accountability at the national,
regional and international levels, as appropriate;

(rrr)  Support women’s collectives, cooperatives, trade unions and associations
in advocating for protecting and promoting the right to work and rights at work,
including freedom of association, peaceful assembly and collective bargaining, and
equal pay for work of equal value; prevent and remove barriers to gender equality and
the empowerment of women in the world of work and implement policies that ensure
the participation of collectives, cooperatives, associations, workers’ organizations and
unions of women workers, both employed and self-employed, in labour policy and
programme design and implementation; and support these organizations in
advocating for full, productive and decent work and mediate access for all women,
particularly women living in poverty, to entitlements and service delivery;

(sss) Support the important role of civil society actors and organizations, trade
unions and national human rights institutions, where they exist, in promoting and
protecting all human rights and fundamental freedoms of all women and girls, in
particular those living in poverty, as well as in the full, effective and accelerated
implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action and the outcome
of the twenty-third special session and the 2030 Agenda, and take steps to protect
such actors, including women human rights defenders, integrate a gender perspective
into the creation of a safe and enabling environment for the defence, protection and
promotion of human rights and fundamental freedoms and to prevent discrimination
in all its forms, violations and abuses against them, such as online and offline threats,
harassment, violence and reprisals; and combat impunity by ensuring that violations
or abuses are promptly and impartially investigated and that those responsible are
held accountable;

(ttt)  Fully engage men and boys as agents and beneficiaries of change, and as
strategic partners and allies in achieving gender equality and the empowerment of
women and girls, including their economic empowerment, and the respect of their
rights and fundamental freedoms, by understanding and addressing the root causes of
gender inequality, such as unequal power relations, legal, economic and social status,
gender stereotypes and practices that perpetuate discrimination against women and
girls and the feminization of poverty; designing and implementing national policies
and programmes that address the roles and responsibilities of men and boys, including
the equal sharing of responsibilities between women and men in care and domestic
work; occupational segregation in working life including its vertical and horizontal
dimensions, in all sectors; ensuring the enforcement of child support laws; and
eliminating social norms that condone violence against women and girls and attitudes
by which women and girls are regarded as subordinate to men and boys as
contribution to poverty eradication and women’s economic empowerment;
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(uuu) Combat household and family poverty and social exclusion by investing
in family-oriented policies addressing the multidimensional aspects of poverty,
including extreme poverty, faced by women and girls living in poverty, focusing on
their access to education, training, science and technology, health, employment, social
security, livelihoods and social cohesion, paying special attention to social protection
measures that take into account a gender perspective, work-life and work-family
balance and intergenerational solidarity, child allowances for parents and carers, and
pension benefits for older persons;

Enhance multidimensional poverty data and statistics

(vvv) Strengthen the capacity of national statistical offices and government
institutions, by providing financial, technical and human resources, including for
developing countries, from all sources to collect, analyse, disseminate and use
disaggregated data and gender statistics on multidimensional poverty, including on
women and girls living in poverty, as well as on the formal and informal economy,
income and asset distribution within households, unpaid care and domestic work,
women’s access to, control and ownership of assets and productive resources, and
women’s participation at all levels of decision-making, including on how women’s
engagement impacts policymaking, to ensure access to high-quality, reliable and
timely data disaggregated by income, sex, age, race, ethnicity, marital status,
migration status, disability, geographical location, educational level and other
characteristics relevant in national contexts;

(www) Strengthen cooperation among all relevant stakeholders in the systematic
collection and analysis of comprehensive and disaggregated data in order to address
challenges faced by women and girls living in or at risk of poverty to inform policy
and programme design, implementation and assessment, including in the areas of
social inclusion, decent employment creation and inequality reduction, and increase
opportunities to use data;

(xxx) Develop disaggregated and gender-sensitive measures of progress on
sustainable development that complement or go beyond gross domestic product, inter
alia, to comprehensively measure and recognize the value and contribution of unpaid
care and domestic work to economic and social progress, as well as have a more
inclusive approach to international cooperation, including in the consideration of
informing access to development finance and technical cooperation.

55. The Commission recognizes its primary role for the follow-up to the Beijing
Declaration and Platform for Action, in which its work is grounded, and stresses that
it is critical to address and integrate gender equality and the empowerment of all women
and girls throughout national, regional and global reviews of the implementation of the
2030 Agenda and to ensure synergies between the follow-up to the Beijing Platform for
Action and the gender-responsive follow-up to the 2030 Agenda.

56. The Commission calls upon the United Nations system entities, within their
respective mandates, and other relevant international financial institutions and
multi-stakeholder platforms to support Member States, upon their request, in their
efforts to achieve gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls in
addressing poverty and strengthening institutions and financing with a gender
perspective.

57. The Commission calls upon the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and
the Empowerment of Women (UN-Women) to continue to play a central role in
promoting gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls and in
supporting Governments and national gender equality mechanisms, upon their
request, in coordinating the United Nations system and in mobilizing civil society,
the private sector, employers’ organizations and trade unions, and other relevant
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stakeholders, at all levels, in support of the full, effective and accelerated
implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action and the gender-
responsive implementation of the 2030 Agenda towards achieving gender equality
and the empowerment of all women and girls in addressing poverty and strengthening
institutions and financing with a gender perspective.
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Provincial and National Level Consultation for CSW68 Session

BBC organised a parallel event titled “Gender Responsive Financing
to Strengthen Bodily Autonomy <& Sexual Reproductive Health
and Rights” on March 13, at the CSW68 session, at United Nation
Headquarters, New York. This event brought together representatives from
the Ministry of Women, Children and Senior Citizens, UN Permanent
Mission of Nepal, National Planning Commission and National Women
Commission and several CSOs from around the world. The main goal
of this session was to understand the current state of gender responsive
financing to strengthen bodily autonomy and sexual reproductive health

and rights in Nepal and the Asian Region at large.
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In this regard, Beyond Beijing Committee organised provincial, national
and parallel consultations on the topic of " Gender-Responsive Financing
on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights for Achieving Gender
Equality and Empowerment of Girls, Youth and Children, on February and
March, 2024 respectively. The provincial level consultation was conducted
among diverse women, girls, youths, relevant stakeholders and CSOs from
all six provinces of Nepal. The provincial level consultation was conducted
via a zoom and the federal level was conducted in-person in order to discuss
Gender Responsive Financing to Strengthen Bodily Autonomy & Sexual
Reproductive Health and Rights.

The provincial level consultation was conducted among diverse women,
girls, youths, relevant stakeholders and CSOs from all seven provinces of
Nepal on 7", 8" and 9" of February 2024 via zoom. During the consultation,
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the presenters shared about the background of CSW and priority theme
of CSW68S, " Gender-Responsive Financing on Sexual and Reproductive
Health and Rights for Achieving Gender Equality and Empowerment
of Girls, Youth and Children," Priority issues and action points were
identified through group discussions on the given themes, focusing on
gender-responsive financing and Sexual and Reproductive Health and
Rights (SRHR) at both national and provincial levels. The consultations
facilitated a deeper understanding among participants regarding these
critical issues and highlighted the need for strengthened advocacy efforts.
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Following provincial consultations across six provinces, a national
consultation workshop was organised on February 20 to consolidate and
share findings from these consultations. The workshop brought together
experts, including resource persons from government delegations and
representatives, to provide insights and recommendations. Specialists on
gender-responsive financing for Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights
(SRHR) guided participants in assessing the current state of financing
and deepening their understanding of gender-responsive financing. They




emphasised the need for concrete actions to advance gender equality and
empower women and young people in all their diversity.

The workshop participants represented a wide range of groups, including
ethnic and indigenous communities (Indigenous Peoples, Dalit, Madhesi,
Muslim, etc.), persons with disabilities, sexual and gender minorities and
other marginalised and minority communities. Additionally, representatives
from national and international civil society organisations (CSOs), media,
government bodies, constitutional and non-governmental organisations,
academia, UN agencies, bilateral agencies, as well as experts and
professionals on gender-responsive financing were present. BBC’s general
members, network members, partners, provincial committee members
and B+ (Beijing Platform for Action) Steering Committee, Women Major

Group members also participated.

Building on the outcomes of these consultations, a Call for Action was
developed and subsequently presented during BBC’s parallel event at the
CSW68 Session. The Call for Action was officially handed over to the
Permanent Representative of Nepal to the United Nations, UN Women,
NGOCSW, Women’s Major Group (WMG) and other member states during
the 68th session, reinforcing the collective commitment to advancing
gender-responsive financing and SRHR.
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Report of UN CSW68 Session’s Parallel Event

“Gender-Responsive Financing on Sexual and Reproductive Health
and Rights for Achieving Gender Equality and Empowerment of
Girls, Youth and Children.”

Background

Beyond Beijing Committee (BBC) is a human rights feminist national
network organisation committed to achieving gender equality, sustainable
development and human rights of women. As the name implies BBC
Nepal has been building capacities of Women Civil Society Organisations
(CSOs) and advocating for the implementation of Beijing Declaration and
Platform for Action (BPfA). It has been monitoring progress periodically
through reviews at milestones (B+5, B+10, B+15, B+20, B+25 and B+30)
and organising annual consultations aligned with the respective themes
of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW). These efforts aim
to advocate for women and girls' issues at all levels, from grassroots to
global. The 68" Commission on the Status of Women served as a platform
to advocate for gender equality and women’s empowerment by addressing
poverty, strengthening institutions, and promoting gender-responsive
financing from grassroots to global levels.

The priority theme for the 68th Session of the CSW is "Accelerating the
achievement of gender equality and the empowerment of all women and
girls by addressing poverty and strengthening institutions and financing
with a gender perspective". The commission year's review theme is "Social
protection systems, access to public services and sustainable infrastructure
for gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls." (agreed
conclusions of the sixty-third session). The sixty-Eighth session of the
Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) took place from11th- 22nd
March, 2024 at the United Nations Headquarters, New York.

To this end, BBC Nepal, as the continuous advocate of BPfA, SDGS,
GAP and a founder of Nepal SDGs Forum and the convener of the
Women and Girls Constituency and Women Major Group for Sustainable
Development in Nepal (WMG-SDN) organised consultations as in the
past in cooperation, coordination and collaboration with government,




non-government and UN organisations in the priority theme to echo the
voice of the diverse, vulnerable, marginalised and voiceless women, girls
and young people for their authentic participation in public decision making
at all levels the voice of the diverse, vulnerable, marginalised and voiceless
women, girls and in every mechanism as per the constitutional provision.

As every year, this year too, the Beyond Beijing Committee (BBC) team
actively participated in the 68th session of the UN Commission on the
Status of Women (CSW) in New York. BBC organised a parallel event
titled “Gender Responsive Financing to Strengthen Bodily Autonomy &
Sexual Reproductive Health and Rights." The parallel event was organised
on 13" March, 2024.

Goal

The main goal of this session was to understand the current state of
gender responsive financing to strengthen bodily autonomy and sexual
reproductive Health and rights in Nepal and the Asian Region at large.

Agenda:

The program agenda featured an insightful discussion on
gender-responsive financing for SRHR, with a spotlight on the call for
action put forth by civil society organisations in Nepal. Additionally, a
panel discussion featuring three national and regional experts shed light on
the necessity of gender-responsive financing from diverse perspectives and
experiences. Noteworthy attendees included government representatives
from the Ministry of Women, Children and Senior Citizens, National
Planning Commission, National Women Commission, as well as the first
secretary for the UN Permanent Mission of Nepal to the UN, alongside
CSO representatives from the Asia Pacific and Nepal. The event brought
together over 50 participants from various countries, including Canada,
Germany, Tanzania, Bangladesh, Nepal and the USA, who actively engaged
and contributed to the panel discussion during the open floor session.

Session Overview:

The session was chaired by Dr Jagjit Kour, the treasurer of BBC.
Dr Kour shared the key findings and recommendations proposed by
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civil society organisations in Nepal during the provincial and national
CSW consultations. She further emphasised, “BBC Nepal, together with
their network members, strongly urge leaders within the United Nations
system, international agencies, engaged civil societies, private sectors,
and heads of state and government to support the implementation of the
recommendations outlined in the 'National Call to Action'. BBC is calling
forthe CSW68 session to prioritise gender-responsive budgeting for SRHR,
with the aim of addressing issues like gendered poverty, gender inequality,
and leveraging the capacity of gender-sensitive Health institutions while

closing financial gaps in SRHR.”

Expert Panellists at CSW68: Leaders in Gender Advocacy and
Women's Empowerment

The Panellists included, Ms Sivananthi Thanenthiran, Executive Director,
The Asian—Pacific Research and Resource Centre for Women, ARROW,
Ms Shikha Shrestha, Implementation Lead Voluntary Service Overseas
(VSO) Nepal and Ms Machchhe Devi Gurung, Indigenous Women Legal
Awareness Group (INWOLAG).




Emerging Themes from the Panel Discussion

During the panel discussion, despite their diverse identities and work
with different communities worldwide, several common themes emerged
among the panellists. One such theme was the significance of language
as a crucial aspect of gender responsive programming. Additionally,
they emphasised the importance of gender-responsive budgeting, which
considers intersectionality. They also highlighted the necessity for policy
coherence from top to bottom and advocated for the sharing of resources
and information among communities while embracing evolving practices.
The panellists stressed the importance of having segregated data to
comprehend the realities and needs of diverse communities, facilitating
the development of targeted policies and interventions. Furthermore,
they emphasised the importance of disaggregated data, noting that
large-scale numbers often conceal inequalities among communities,
making it essential to understand these realities accurately.

Key Issues and Recommendations in Gender-Responsive
Financing to Strengthen Bodily Autonomy and SRHR:

1. Maternal Mortality

e  Maternal mortality stands 151 per 100,000 live births, resulting
in two maternal deaths every day during childbirth in Nepal.

e A majority of maternal deaths (61 percent) occur postpartum,
with 33 percent during pregnancy and six percent during
delivery.

e  Lumbini and Madhesh provinces record a higher proportion of
maternal deaths (47 percent), with one in ten occurring among
adolescent mothers.

e  Most maternal deaths (57 percent) occur in Health facilities,
with 26 percent taking place at home.

e  Most maternal deaths are preventable and treatable.

e  Forty percent of maternal deaths result from delayed access to
Health care services after arriving at Health institutions.

e Women often face disrespect and abuse during childbirth within
Health care facilities.

e  Existing gender and social inequalities are exacerbated during
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Disaster, which is impacting girls and women in different ways
than it affects men and boys

Recommendations

e Allocate sufficient resources to enhance access to high-quality
maternal Health care services, encompassing including pre and
postnatal care, skilled attendance at birth and emergency obstetric
care.

o  Guarantee the availability, accessibility, and acceptability of quality
maternal and newborn Health services to all women, notably those
from rural and marginalised communities.

e Direct funding to equip maternal and newborn Health care facilities,
especially in remote areas with limited access to maternity care.

o Ensure the effective implementation of the Right to Safe Motherhood
and Reproductive Health Act 2018 and Nepal Safe Motherhood and
Newborn Health Roadmap 2030 to ensure the Health and wellbeing
of mothers and newborns.

o Fully embrace and enforce the definition of skilled Health personnel,
as stipulated by SDG indicator 3.1.2 that entails competent maternal
and newborn Health (MNH) professionals should be educated, trained
and regulated to both national and international standards.

e Secure financing to expedite the production and deployment of
competent MNH professionals such as midwife, as outlined in the
National Human Resources for Health (HRH) Strategy 2021-2030,
Nepal.

e  Ensure financing for improving accountability and good governance
at all levels with improved capacity and more localized policy and
actions to reduce maternal mortality.

o Ensure continuation of Inclusive Basic services like ANC, PNC,
immunisation services during Disaster and Pandemic and ensure
women and newborns have access to skilled care at all times,
including referral for the management of complications and for
auxiliary services.




2. Access to contraception

o  Twenty-one percent of currently married women have an unmet
need for contraception, which is higher among Dalit (26%), and
Muslim (25%) women, as well as among young women aged
15-19 (31%), those with a basic and secondary education, and
those in the lowest wealth quintile.

e The right to choose contraception is not guaranteed at local
Health institutions. Only short-acting contraceptive methods
are available and the full range of contraception is not accessible.

Recommendations

o Invest in comprehensive sexuality education programs that offer
accurate information and easy access to reproductive Health including
contraceptive to adolescents, women, men, and couples. Allocate
resources for the developing and distributing culturally appropriate
educational materials and outreach activities.

e Allocate resources to build capacity of Health care service providers,
including doctors, nurses, midwives, and community Health workers,
in contraceptive technology.

e Invest in continuing professional development programs to keep
service providers' knowledge and skills up-to-date in contraceptive
technology and family planning counselling.

3. Access to Safe Abortion
. Abortion still remains one of the direct causes of maternal death
in Nepal.
e Accessibility to safe abortion sites in rural areas is limited.

e The restrictive abortion provisions in the National Criminal
Code and Right to Safe Motherhood and Reproductive Health
Act 2018 lead to the prosecution of women and girls who
undergo abortion beyond legal conditions.

e Unregulated private unsafe abortion sites result in an increase
gender-biased sex selection and prenatal sex determination in
favour of sons.
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Recommendations

e Invest in training of human resources for safe abortion and increase
the number of governments authorised safe abortion sites.

e Allocate resources for comprehensive post-abortion care services
to manage complications arising from unsafe abortions and prevent
maternal morbidity and mortality.

o Ensure post-abortion care includes emergency treatment, counselling,
contraception counselling and provision, and follow-up care to
prevent repeat unintended pregnancies and unsafe abortions.

e  Fully decriminalise abortion in all cases and concretely protect the
rights and sexual and reproductive Health of women and girls by
repealing abortion related provisions from the National Criminal
Code.

o Regulate private unsafe abortion sites and make them accountable
and increase awareness program on safe abortion.

4. Reproductive Morbidity

e Two-thirds of women aged 15-49 report experiencing at least
one problem accessing Health care.

e  Four Nepalese women die every day from preventable and
treatable cervical cancer. Nepal’s incidence rate of cervical
cancer, at 16.4 per 100,000 women, is nearly four times higher
than the WHO's desired target of 4 per 100,000 women to
eliminate the public Health issue of cervical cancer.

e Four to 16 percent of Nepalese women are suffering from
varying degrees of pelvic organ prolapse and around 200-400
Nepalese women develop obstetric fistula annually.

e  Absence of specific law or strategy to immediately address and
provide life- saving sexual and reproductive Health services for
girls and women during humanitarian crises or natural disasters.

e Lack of dedicated human resources for sexual, reproductive,
maternal, newborn and adolescent Health (SRMNAH).




Recommendations

e Allocate sufficient resources for the integration maternal and newborn
Health services into universal Health coverage initiatives, ensuring
that maternal and newborn Health is prioritised in Health financing
schemes, Health insurance programs and benefit packages. Ensure
maternal and newborn Health services are accessible to all women,
irrespective of socio-economic status and/or geographic location.

o  Raiseawareness to prevent unwanted pregnancies and unsafe abortions
by ensuring the right to choose from a full range of contraception at
local Health institutes and by providing high-quality care during birth
and the postnatal period.

o Develop and effectively implement evidence-based national strategies,
policies and programs in addressing son preference, gender inequality
and GBSS, and invest in capacity building of women and adolescents
for their meaningful participation in public and political life and
implement policies for affirmative actions.

e Develop systems and mechanisms with improved capacity at all
levels to ensure accountability and gender justice and empowerment
of women and girls including tackling cyber and internet proliferated
gender-based violence.

5. Gender-based Violence

e One out of every four Nepalese women and girls’ experiences
gender-based violence, a severe form of gender inequality that
significantly impedes the nation's ability to achieve sustainable
development for all.

e  The median age at first marriage is 19 years, with males typically
marrying at 21 years and females at 18 years.

e In 2023, 20,880 cases of gender-based violence were recorded,
with 16,519 being related to domestic violence. On average,
seven Nepalese girls and women were raped every day.
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e  One out of every four Nepalese women and girls’ experiences
gender-based violence, a severe form of gender inequality that
significantly impedes the nation's ability to achieve sustainable
development for all.

o  The median age at first marriage is 19 years, with males typically
marrying at 21 years and females at 18 years.

e« In 2023, 20,880 cases of gender-based violence were recorded,
with 16,519 being related to domestic violence. On average,
seven Nepalese girls and women were raped every day.

e  Girls often face the detrimental effects of child marriage,
including forced initiation into sex, deteriorating reproductive
Health, child labour, and denial of fundamental rights such
as education and economic opportunities. Gender stereotype
persist within law enforcement agencies and among key service
delivery stakeholders.

o Gender based violence exists within the digital paradigm as well,
and is spreading online alongside the expansion of the internet
and technology.

Recommendations

e  Ensure a multi-sectoral approach involving government agencies,
civil society and communities working together to protect the rights
and futures of young Nepalese by gender transformative programming
around social norms and behaviour change especially for long term
gains.

e  Empower girls through education by providing incentives to
families to prioritise schooling over early marriage and invest in
enhancing access to sexual and reproductive Health services, provide
psychosocial counselling and support married girls in navigating
economic opportunities. Address the gender gap in education and
technology through investing in resilient, inclusive education systems
that are safe, for women and girls, person with disabilities.




e Demand for strong actions from all government, civil society,
development partners including UN to address barriers of women to
access resources, education and economic empowerment for pave the
way for creating a more equitable society, where individuals of all
genders can harness their potential and unlock a transformative force
that propels sustainable development.

e  Develop a comprehensive strategy, in consultation with children,
survivors of child abuse, and relevant community stakeholders, to
effectively combat child marriage in Nepal and guarantee survivors of
child marriage and gender-based violence access to essential services,
such as Health care, legal assistance, counselling, and secure shelters,
by investing in the expansion and enhancement of support networks
and referral mechanisms to facilitate easier access to these services.

e  Equitable access to gender-responsive social protection system
and mechanisms has a significant impact on women’s and girls’
empowerment and equality and without gender-sensitive design can
exacerbate the intersecting forms of discrimination women and girls
face and push women further into poverty.

e Allocate sufficient resources for prevention, protection and support
services for survivors and ensure that sexual and reproductive Health
is integrated into national gender equality law, policies and GBV
Elimination Fund to ensure that efforts and responses are gender
responsive and do not further discriminate and exclude individuals
from services.

e  Combatthe gendered impact of climate change on Health, in particular
through removing obstacles to the criminalisation, prevention of
child marriage and SGBV (Sexual and Gender Based Violence)
exacerbated by climate impacts and investing in resilient Health
systems that enable continuity of essential maternal and reproductive
Health services before, during and after climate shocks, conflicts and
other Health emergencies.

e  Put in place measures for safer workspaces for women, including
for women with disabilities in formal and informal setting including
mining, farming and marketing sector.
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Remarks from Secretary Suman Raj Aryal, Ministry of Women,
Children and Senior Citizens

Secretary Suman Raj Aryal, Ministry of Women, Children and Senior
Citizens shared how Nepal’s laws and policies are progressive for women’s
and girls’ especially in terms of sexual and reproductive Health and rights
however there are socio-cultural issues and resource constraints that need
to be addressed to ensure women’s rights in local and national context.
Mr Aryal in his remarks highlighted that achieving gender responsive
financing for bodily autonomy and SRHR is a matter of human rights and a
prerequisite for attaining sustainable development goals. At the local level,
the Nepal government has increased the services and resources to improve
SRHR. These increased services at community level have contributed to
reducing the maternal mortality rate from 223 to 151 per 1000 live births
in the last 5 years.

Mr Aryal shared, “Insufficient investment in sexual and reproductive
Health programs not only undermines the health and rights of individuals
but also perpetuates the cycle of inequality. It is therefore imperative that
we prioritise gender responsive finance mechanisms, in all the 3 tiers of
the government, in facilitating the specific needs and priorities of women
in the marginalised communities.”

Mr Aryal reiterated Nepal Government’s commitment to prioritising
resources and investments in this important area and ensuring that every
individual regardless of their gender has the ability to make informed
choices about their bodies, Health and lives

Ms Sivananthi Thanenthiran, Executive Director, The
Asian—Pacific Research and Resource Centre for Women, ARROW

Ms Siva, highlighted how legal change alone itself isn't enough until the
norms filter down to institutions that serve the people and community.
Gender responsive budgeting helps keep government and institutions
accountable to the legal provisions they have signed on, whether it’s
looking at how services are allocated, what types of services are made
available, who are among the most marginalised women and girls, what
types of interventions are made, access to these services and information.




She added, in developing countries, we need additional support along
with policies and budget, additional intervention is essential to make sure
women and girls are included and realise their Health rights. ‘Sometimes
it’s not always just money., it's also learning skills, sharing knowledge,
and of course collaboration, community building, and development.
1 think that should be the role of a funding organisation.’

Ms Shiva also shared the fact that gender responsive budgeting has been
in talks among several governments for almost 2 decades, but ruling out
is key and has been difficult. Among 120 governments there are only
a handful of them who actually report how much they spent on sexual
reproductive Health and rights. She further added, "We need justice
indicators for legal framework and access to services. Who does the law
leave out? Do we criminalise and decriminalise these services? We don't
have to do everything, but we can do one or two things well."

Ms Shikha Shrestha, Project Implementation Lead, VSO Nepal

Ms Shikha Shrestha, Project Implementation Lead, VSO Nepal shared
how it is important to implement gender responsive budgeting not just at
national level but also in the school responsive plan. It is important that
adolescent girls receive information and services for SRHR from an early
age. She added, “We need to strengthen the voices of marginalised people
so that they can claim their rights. But the journey shouldn't stop there. We
should also work very closely with the different government agencies and
work hand in hand to ensure these policies, we have very good policies.”

Ms Shikha further emphasised on how unequal power relations and
harmful social norms can be a challenge to implementing policies. Our
programs need to be designed to address these challenges within the
house as it starts at home. She also shared about the existing government
initiatives at the municipal level. The government has allocated funds to
have couple sessions, family dialogues, intergenerational dialogues and to
further strengthen the adolescent services.

—_—



Ms Machchhe Devi Gurung, Indigenous Women Legal Awareness
Group (INWOLAG)

Ms Gurung, talked about how the indigenous people are left out of the
conversation and decision-making processes. She further emphasised
on how it is important to hear from them directly on what they need.
34% of the Nepalese population is indigenous and more than half of the
indigenous population are women and children. They are marginalised
among the marginalised whose voice is always ignored. We might have
good policies but we are lacking in terms of research and transparency. She
stressed on the need for more transparency in terms of where the budget is
going, how it is being utilised and who is using it. "If you see the budget,
you can see 0.7% goes to the indigenous people out of the 100 percent
budget, gender responsive budget, then where is the other budget going?"
Ms Gurung also shed light on the huge gap between the stakeholders-
communities, policy makers, donors. And the need to reduce these gaps
if not delete them, because we need indigenous peoples included in
every part of the process from research, planning, decision making to
implementation. "Because policy makers and decision makers are not the
group of indigenous peoples. And what the indigenous peoples feel, policy
makers don't feel that...Sometimes they don't even speak and understand the
same language, so they are completely left out." Itis 1mportant to prov1de
resources in the right e P >
way. Undermining
the identity- culture,
language of these
indigenous peoples g
inthe name of money /3
is unacceptable. |
It needs to be
understood that

money alone cannot
compensate for the

various  violations
that these girls and women face while being displaced.




Open Floor Session

During the open floor session, the audience shared how governments in
their respective countries are not able to fully utilise the funding to improve
women’s sexual and reproductive Health and rights. They also echoed
the sentiment of needing more collaboration, participation in planning,
designing and implementation from marginalised groups and transparency
in terms of utilising the budget for SRHR.

Lesson Learned

At CSW68, BBC learned the importance of collaboration with
governments and other stakeholders to strengthen advocacy efforts. Youth
engagement was emphasised as crucial for driving change. Advocating for
gender-responsive budgeting and ensuring policies are data-driven and
intersectional were key takeaways. CSOs should push for policy coherence
across all levels of government to ensure effective implementation.
Strengthening partnerships with the private sector is essential to drive
innovative solutions for gender equality.

Conclusion

BBC being the organisation continually monitoring the implementation of
Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action from its inception has been
continuously advocating for Gender Equality during the annual session
of CSW every year by participating both UN/CSW and NGO/CSW. BBC
vows to continue it so as to bring the ground voices to global and take
the outcome to the ground level for advocating further at all levels for
achieving gender equality and women and girl's empowerment. Like
in previous years, in 59th, 60", 61 and 67" session this year too in
68" session, BBC had an opportunity to participated in CSW68.

In conclusion, this year’s session was as effective and impactful as
always, marking another milestone in BBC’s history by amplifying the
voices and engagement of young people at the global level. The parallel
event proved to be highly successful, with insightful discussions led by
the Panellists, active participation from the audience and strong support
from key government representatives, including those from the Ministry
of Women, Children and Senior Citizens, National Planning Commission,

—_———




National Women Commission and the first secretary for the UN Permanent
Mission of Nepal to the UN. Additionally, collaboration with CSO
representatives from Asia Pacific and Nepal was instrumental in making
this event a success.

We would like to extend our heartfelt appreciation to all our collaborating
partners for their continuous support and collaboration, which were key to

the success of this year’s session.

Group photo of the participants




Gender-Responsive Financing to Strengthen

Bodily Autonomy and Sexual and Reproductive
Health and Rights:

Key Message

UNCSW

68th

SESSIOIN

This call to action is the outcome of provincial and national CSW consultations among civil society organizations in Nepal in February 2024. We, the Beyond Beijing
Committee (BBC) Nepal, together with our network members and partners strongly urge leaders within the United Nations system, international agencies, engaged
civil societies, private sectors, and heads of state and government to support the |mplementat|nn of the recommendations outlined in the ‘National Call to Action’.

These recommendations aim to address gender-responsive financing system and

sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR). We

firmly believe that investing in SRHR is a crucial prerequisite for accelerating progress toward gender equality. By empowering women and girls to make decisions
about their SRHR, such investments have the potential to significantly impact the transformation of existing gendered poverty.

Key Issues and Recommendations

1. Maternal Mortality

Maternal mortality stands 151 per 100,000 live births, resulting in two
maternal deaths every day during childbirth in Nepal.

A majority of maternal deaths (61 percent) occur postpartum, with 33 percent
during pregnancy and six percent during delivery.

Lumbini and Madhesh provinces record a higher proportion of maternal
deaths (47 percent), with one in ten occurring among adolescent mothers.
Most maternal deaths (57 percent) occur in health facilities, with 26 percent
taking place at home.

Most maternal deaths are preventable and treatable.

Forty percent of maternal deaths result from delayed access to healthcare
services after arriving at health institutions.

Women often face disrespect and abuse during childbirth within healthcare
facilities.

Existing gender and social inequalities are exacerbated during Disaster, which
is impacting girls and women in different ways than it affects men and boys.

Recommendations

Allocate sufficient resources to enhance access to high-quality maternal
health care services, encompassing including pre and postnatal care, skilled
attendance at birth and emergency obstetric care.

Guarantee the availability, accessibility, and acceptability of quality maternal
and newborn health services to all women, notably those from rural and
marginalized communities.

Direct funding to equip maternal and newborn healthcare facilities, especially
in remote areas with limited access to maternity care.

Ensure the effective implementation of the Right to Safe Motherhood and
Reproductive Health Act 2018 and Nepal Safe Motherhood and Newborn
Health Roadmap 2030 to ensure the healthy and wellbeing of mothers and
newborns.

Fully embrace and enforce the definition of skilled health personnel, as
stipulated by SDG indicator 3.1.2 that entails competent maternal and
newborn health (MNH) professionals should be educated, trained and
regulated to both national and international standards.

Secure financing to expedite the p and of

MNH professionals such as mldwne as outlined in the National Human
Resources for Health (HRH) Strategy 2021-2030, Nepal.

Ensure financing for improving accountability and good governance at all
levels with improved capacity and more localized policy and actions to reduce
maternal mortality.

Ensure continuation of Inclusive Basic services like ANC, PNC, immunization
services during Disaster and Pandemic and ensure women and newborns
have access to skilled care at all times, including referral for the management
of complications and for auxiliary services.

2. Access to contraception

Twenty-one percent of currently married women have an unmet need for
contraception, which is higher among Dalit (26%), and Muslim (25%) women,
as well as among young women aged 15-19 (31%), those with a basic and
secondary education, and those in the lowest wealth quintile.

The right to choose is not atlocal health i

Only short-acting contraceptive methods are available, and the full range of
contraception is not accessible.

Recommendations

Invest in comprehensive sexuality education programs that offer accurate
information and easy access to reproductive health including contraceptive to

adolescents, women, men, and couples. Allncate resources for the developing
and culturally | materials and outreach
activities.

Allocate resources to build capacity of healthcare service providers, including
doctors, nurses, midwives, and community health workers, in contraceptive
technology.

Invest in continuing professional development programs to keep service
providers' knowledge and skills up-to-date in contraceptive technology and
family planning counseling.

Access to Safe Abortion

Abortion still remains one of the direct causes of maternal death in Nepal.
Accessibility to safe abortion sites in rural areas is limited.

The restrictive abortion provisions in the National Criminal Code and Right to
Safe Motherhood and Reproductive Health Act 2018 lead to the prosecution of
women and girls who undergo abortion beyond legal conditions.

Unregulated private unsafe abortion sites result in an increase gender-biased
sex selection and prenatal sex determination in favor of sons.

Recommendahons

Invest in training of human resources for safe abortion and increase the
number of governments authorized safe abortion sites.

Allocate resources for comprehensive post-abortion care services to manage
complications arising from unsafe abortions and prevent maternal morbidity
and mortality.

Ensure post-abortion care includes emergency treatment, counseling,
contraception counseling and provision, and follow-up care to prevent repeat
unintended pregnancies and unsafe abortions.

Fully decriminalize abortion in all cases and concretely protect the rights
and sexual and reproductive health of women and girls by repealing abortion
related provisions from the National Criminal Code.

Regulate private unsafe abortion sites and make them accountable and
increase awareness program on safe abortion.

Reproductive Morbidity

Two-thirds of women aged 15-49 report experiencing at least one problem
accessing healthcare.

Four Nepalese women die every day from preventable and treatable cervical
cancer. Nepal's incidence rate of cervical cancer, at 16.4 per 100,000 women,
is nearly four times higher than the WHO's desired target of 4 per 100,000
women to eliminate the public health issue of cervical cancer.

Four to 16 percent of Nepalese women are suffering from varying degrees
of pelvic organ prolapse-, and around 200-400 Nepalese women develop
obstetric fistula annually.

Absence of specific law or strategy to immediately address and provide life-
saving sexual and reproductive health services for girls and women during
humanitarian crises or natural disasters.

Lack of dedicated human resources for sexual, reproductive, maternal,
newborn and adolescent Health (SRMNAH).

Recommendations

Allocate sufficient resources for the integration maternal and newborn health
services into universal health coverage initiatives, ensuring that maternal and
newborn health is prioritized in health financing schemes, health insurance
programs, and benefit packages. Ensure maternal and newborn health
services are accessible to all women, irrespective of socio-economic status
and/or geographic location.

Raise awareness to prevent unwanted pregnancies and unsafe abortions by
ensuring the right to choose from a full range of contraception at local health
institutes and by providing high-quality care during birth and the postnatal
period.

|1 —



e Invest in ensuring the availability of dedicated human resources and improve
accountability for SRMNAH, such as midwives, at all levels.

Gender-based Violence

e One out of every four Nepalese women and girls" experiences gender-based
violence, a severe form of gender inequality that significantly impedes the
nation's ability to achieve sustainable development for all.

o The median age at first marriage is 19 years, with males typically marrying at
21 years and females at 18 years.

o In 2023, 20,880 cases of gender-based violence were recorded, with 16,519
being related to domestic violence. On average, seven Nepalese girls and
women were raped every day.

e Oneinthree married Nepalese girls had experienced sexual violence from their
hushands, while one in six reported physical violence.

e Most forms of exclusion have their roots in gendered socio-economic political
structures and power inequalities triggered by discriminatory harmful norms
and practices. Deep-rooted gender discrimination and inequality, which
devalue daughters, have led to an increase in gender-biased sex selection
(GBSS) and prenatal sex determination in favor of sons.

e Girls often face the detrimental effects of child marriage, including forced
initiation into sex, deteriorating reproductive health, child labor, and denial
of fundamental rights such as education and economic opportunities. Gender
stereotype persist within law enforcement agencies and among key service
delivery stakeholders.

o Gender based violence exists within the digital paradigm as well, and is
spreading online alongside the expansion of the internet and technology.

Recommendations

e Ensure a multi-sectoral approach involving government agencies, civil
society, and communities working together to protect the rights and futures of
young Nepalese by gender transformative programmmg around social norms
and behavior change especially for long term gains.

e Empower girls through education by providing incentives to families to prioritize
schooling over early marriage and invest in enhancing access to sexual and
reproductive health services, provide psychosocial counseling, and support
married girls in navigating economic opportunities. Address the gender gap
in education and technology through investing in resilient, inclusive education
systems that are safe, for women and girls, person with disabilities.

e Demand for strong actions from all government, civil society, development
partners including UN to address barriers of women to access resources,
education, and economic empowerment for pave the way for creating a more
equitable society, where individuals of all genders can harness thelr potential

e Develop and effectively implement evidence-based national strategies,
policies and programs in addressing son preference, gender inequality and
GBSS and invest in capacity building of women and adolescents for their
meaningful participation in public and political life and implement policies for
affirmative actions.

o Develop systems and mechanisms with improved capacity at all levels to
ensure accountability and gender justice and empowerment of women and
girls including tackling cyber and internet proliferated gender-based violence.

Our Urges to All

In light of the facts and issues mentioned above, it is evident that substantial discrepancies
exist between the law and its actual implementation. The sexual and reproductive
health and rights of girls and women are not just individual health concerns; they are
vital for the sustainable development of nations. As we gather for CSW68 at the United
Nations, our advocacy focuses on “Accelerating the achievement of gender equa/lly

and the empowerment of all women and girls by ing poverty and
institutions and financing with a gender perspechve . Thls goal can nnly be achleved
through financing aimed at blishing and

and healthcare systems that cater to women's and girl's needs. This includes ensuring
universal access to SRHR and gender equality, as outlined in international agreements
such as CEDAW, BPfA, ICPD, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and national
commitments. Furthermore, we urge global community to promote policies and practices
that empower, protect women and remove all obstacles to inclusion of women and
girls, LGBTQI and excluded genders and communities, persons with disabilities in the
economic, social and pohtlcal spheres; put in place a holistic and integrated approach
in health, education and Ii and izing the diversity of all persons and the
intersecting nature of gender and other inequalities; support the implementation of SDG5
through financial investments in gender equality; and enhance global commitment to
social protection.

1. MoHRNSO. (2022). National Population and Housing Census 2021: Nepal Maternal Mortality Study 2021. Kathmandu:
Ministy of Health and Population; National Statistcs Office.

Recommendation from the Lumibini province CSW consultation organized by BBC on 8 February 2024.
Recommendation from the National CSW consultation organized by BBC Nepal on 20 February 2024.

WHO 2018. Definition of skilled health personnel providing care during childbirth: the 2018 joint statement by WHO,
UNFPA, UNICEF, ICM, ICN, FIGO and IPA

Ministry of Health and Population, 2021. National Human Resources for Health (HRH) Strategy 2021-2030, Nepal.
Government of Nepal, Kathmandu.

Ministry of Health and Population (Nepall, New ERA, and ICF. 2023. Nepal Demographic and Health Survey 2022
Kathmandu, Nepal: Ministry of Health and Population {Nepal]

1. Recommendation from the Sudurpaschim province CSW consultation organized by BBC Nepa\ on 7 February 2024,

12. from the National consultation organized by BBC Nepal on 20 Februas

o

and unlock a transformative force that propels

e Develop a p ive strategy, |n with chlldren surwvors
of child abuse, and relevant to effe ly combat
child marriage in Nepal and guarantee survivors of child marriage and
gender-based violence access to essential services, such as healthcare, legal
assistance, counseling, and secure shelters, by investing in the expansion
and enhancement of support networks and referral mechanisms to facilitate
easier access to these services.

e Equitable access to gend D social p system and
mechanisms has a significant impact on women’s and girls’ empowerment
and equality, and without gender-sensitive design can exacerbate the
intersecting forms of discrimination women and girls face and push women
further into poverty.

o Allocate sufficient resources for prevention, protection, and support services

13. MoHP, WOREC and UNFPA 2012. Campaign to End Fistula in Nepal: Report on Need Assessmen( for Obstetric Fistula in
Nepal. Accessed from https://nepal.unfpa.
df

D
14. Recommendation from the National CSW consultation organized by BBC Nepal on 20 February 2024.
15, Recommendation from the Madhesh province CSW consultation organized by BBC Nepal on 9 February 2024.
16. Ministry of Health and Population [Nepall, New ERA, and ICF. 2023. Nepal Demographic and Health Survey 2022.
Kathmandu, Nepal: Ministry of Health and Population [Nepal.
Shrestha AD, Andersen JG, Gyawali B, Shrestha A, Shrestha S, Neupane D, et al. Cervical cancer screening ufilization,
and associated factors, in Nepal: a systematic review and meta-analysis. Public Health. (2022) 210:16-25.
10.1016/j.puhe.2022.06.007
Ministry of Health and Population [Nepall, New ERA, and ICF. 2023. Nepal Demographic and Health Survey 2022.
Kathmandu, Nepal: Ministry of Health and Population [Nepal].
UNFPA, 2016. Study on Selected Reproductive Health Morbidities among Women attending Renwducllve Health Camps
in Nepal, Kathmandu. Accessed from https:/nepal.unfpa.
study_0.pd
20. Department of Health Services (2024). Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP): Annual Health Report FY 2023/24
(2079/8(]D Teku, Kathmandu, Nepal.

21
22 Recummendatmn !rom the Koshi province CSW consultation organized by BBC Nepal on 9s February 2024,
23, the National CSW consultation organized by BBC Nepal on 20 February

for survivors and ensure that sexual and reproductive health is i into
national gender equality law, policies, and GBV Elimination Fund to ensure that
efforts and responses are gender responsive and do not further discriminate
and exclude individuals from services.

o Combatthe gendered impact of climate change on health, in particular through
removing obstacles to the criminalization, prevention of child marriage and
SGBV (Sexual and Gender Based Violence) exacerbated by climate impacts,
and investing in resilient health systems that enable continuity of essential
maternal and reproductive health services before, during and after climate
shocks, conflicts and other health emergencies.

e Putin place measures for safer workspaces for women, including for women
with disabilities in formal and informal setting including mining, farming, and
marketing sector.

24. WHO, 2021 Nepa\ Gendev and Health. Accessed from https:/iris.who. |||Vm|stmam/hal\dle/10655/344677/GER7

Nepal-eng pdf?sequence=18isAllowed =y

Nepal Statistics Office, 2022. National Population and Housing Census, 2021: National Report, Volume I. Government

of Nepal, Kathmandu.

26. Nepal Police Report in the last fiscal year 2022/23

27. UNFPA & UNICEF. 2017. Ending Child Marriage in Nepal. Accessed from https://www.unicef.org/nepal/reports/ending-

child-marriage-nepal

Center for Reproductive Rights. 2016. Policy Brief, Endmg impunity for Cild Marriaee: A revien of Nommative and

ps. JuRI-Nepal, UNFDA d C Kathmandu. Accessed

unfpa i ding? mmmmw” 0for%20Child%20 28fi

29. Recommendation from the Nanona\ Alhances of Girls Not Bride

30. Recommendations from Nepal’s National Alliances of Girls Not Brides.

31. CREPHA & UNFPA. 2023. Socio-Cultural Factors Underlying Son Preference and the Practice of GenderBiased Sex
Selection: A study in selected communities of Nepal. Accessed from https://nepal.unfpa.org/sites/defaultfiles/pub-

pdfinal_policy_brief_1_2023.pdf

32. The Chief of Gender Equality and Social Inclusion Section at the Ministry of Health and Population presented during the

National CSW consultation organized by BBC Nepal on February 20, 2024

19629_25Nov16.pdf

BEYOND BEIJING COMMITTEE (BBC) NEPAL
Kathmandu Metropolitan City-10, Shwet Binayak Marg, Buddhanagar, Kathmandu, Nepal
Contact: +977-1-4794615 Fax: +977-1-4794615, GPO Box: 4758

= info@beyondbeiji

K1 BeyondBeijingCommittee

€ @beyondbeijing

(@beyondbeijingcommitteenepal




GLIMPSES OF CSW 68" SESSION
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Hon'ble Minister, Ms Bhagbati Chaudhary, MOWCSC, Ms Bandana Rana, CEDAW
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i Y -~y

CSOs and Government delegates from Nepal




Dr Jagjit Kour, Treasurer, BBC Nepal

e 5 [fis——




Dr Jagjit Kour with UN Permanent Mission, Ambassador, His Excellency

Mr Lok Bahadur Thapa
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